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Emerald policies illustrate ‘racist folklore’ of media

By Clarence Spigner

he events of the past two
months surrounding the
Emerald's decision to
strategically place — on the front
cover — the mug shots of three
black University of Washington
sthletes charged with burglary
and attempted rape at the Uni
versity Inn (ODE, Nov 2]
prompts this response
Judging from some of the sub-
sequent letters to the editor and
the Emerald’s own reactionary
commentaries conveniently used
as a quick defense to protests
raised by the Black Student
Union (BSU), there exists a
pathological and frightening igno-
rance ahout why many African
Americans and others in the com-
munity are worried. The Nation-
al Opinion Research Center
reported in 1991 that whites still
believed minorities to be inferi-
or. Among its survey findings: 62
percent of whites said blacks
were more likely to be lazy: 56
percent said blacks were more
violence-prone; and 53 percent
said blacks were less intelligent
(Register-Guard, Jan. 1, 1991). It
seems the dynamics of white
dominance with joumalistic arro
gance spawned the BSU's con-
cerns, rather than any notion of
“political correctness™ or cen-
sorship
It helped little that the Emer
ald's editors and staff writers
responded so immediately to the
black students by building straw
men and then demolishing them
Some took self-serving advantage
of in-house access to the press
and offered excuses rather tha:

o-\lll.'m.lhmn Still, the seer 2

Iy inconsistent manner in which
the Emerald applied the First
Amendment is perhaps in keej

ing with any student newspaper
in other words, writers are learn

ing to bé journalists. A recent poll
revealed the public rated news
journalists very low in trust, yet
we must depend on them for (cor-
rect) information. The Emerald
should at least consider the
BSU's concerns instead of engag-
ing in so much defensive pos
turing

Unless one i1s addicted to
watching reality-based police
programming on TV, there
seemed little justification for the
photographs in question. There
was o “'be on the lookout for peo-
ple who look like these guys
since the people in question had
already been caught, The fact that
the pictures were also embar-
rassing probably mattered only
to African Americans and others
sensitive to the media’s role in
racial stereotyping. But embar-
rassment is not the central issue
here nor should it be (though the
lower the class the more chance
of exposure to such public scruti-
ny; thus stereotypes can be exac
erbated)

The photographs and nature of
the story provided less substance
and more titillation for those still
hung up on race mythology. i.e
black men ohsessed with sex and
violence Ry itself, this observa-
tion would be less valid except
that the Emerald last year promi-
nently featured another fron!
page story with an accompany
ing photograph of a black man
y campus public salety olficer
accused of sexual harassment
e story implied the jrony ol a
safety officer trusted with pro

tecting ic and made

broad hints to the Packwood

affair. Both stories were §

nificant space and placement but
included little substance. And yet

wmother black man and athlete
with a photograph and a story of

d sexual misconduct, was

.i“t'_;{
given the front page treatment in

the Emerald in fall, 1990. An
underlving assumption was that
readers were being informed
about whom to avoid

A likely concern here is that in
spite of the overwhelmingly
white population of both the Uni
versity and Eugene, the Emerald's
coverage seoms to promote blacks
as the major perpetrators of cnim
inal acts though in 19490
African Americans made up only
1.3 percent of the city's popula
tion, and as of winter quarter
1992, only 1.3 percent of the Un
versity population. The manner
of such news coverage losters a
notion that crimes, sexual and
otherwise, are committed dis
prl\}!utlultl.th'!\ by blacks

A perusal of past Ememid cov
er stories and photographs lends
some support to this content
Pictures tend to feature maore
white people in benign human
istic and intellectual settings

moreso than pictures of blacks
A very recent example is the big
10 inch by 12 inch full poage pi

ture of a black football player on
the cover of the Nov 20 sports
supplement That “in-your-face

photograph was designed to
intimidate, which was the point
And the Emerald’'s Nov. 21 edi
tion, which pictured black stu
dents on the cover, dealt with a
protest What seems ke seled

tive representation ol African
Americans paints a very humited
picture of multiculturalism

he print med have the night

1npu!r|l|-.!|u'hu! pictures and sto
ries they want. Whether the

Emerald is fair or uses LN d Ui
ment lor exercises journalisti

responsibility] is a question the
paper will have to answer. The
accusation of emphasis on sex
ind violence regarding Alrican

h alleged
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behavior as representative of the
entire group. Even if the paranoid

The stack of Emerald newspapers in a
refuse barrel on the corner of 15th and
Agate says much about race relations
and freedom of the press at this
University.... Such reactionism is exactly
why the press must remain free and

open to all.

delusions of o most virulent racist
infected the common sense of the
Emerald staff, statistically, it
would still seem impossible to
leszitimize such coverage of hlacks
in the manner in lil.'l"\!ll‘!l
Within the present political
social and mstorically ethnocen
tric environment, the BSU has
requestod not demanded as it
15 likely to be interpreted that
the Emerald, among other things
increased its representation of
African Americans on statl. The
likely rationale s that more diver
ity in the newsroom might breed
more sensitivily in rl'pt)l'llilﬂ
Ihis is an assumption | wish
wirte true, Neither African Amer
icans nor any other racial or eth
nic group (or gender) ocoupy a
moral high ground on objectivi-
ty. This has been proved time and
again by the existing white (male)

datus quo. Besides, theme is some
thi wirong with a news organi
ation that opportunisti ly trots
wit somebody with dark skin to

or thi rancial -!'.;.'Ill‘ Since

Wy o not have a ."'-’I"!“ l'l"
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when the letter is submitted

COMMENTARY POLICY
The Oreegon Daily Emerald welcomoes commentaries from the

orest to the University comimu

Commentaries should be between 600 and 8OO words, logi

ble, signed and the identification of the writer mus! be verihied

disposition to greater intelligence
(some think they do) it is sug
gosted that the present Emerald
stall develop better (or more thor
ough) reporting skills

Unless this « nmpus paper is
into some weird recycling, the
stack of Emerald newspapers in
a refuse barrel on the comer of
15th and Agate just inside the
Hayward Field fonce says much
about race relations and freedom
of the press at this University
I'he newspapers, which likely
came [rom a rack near by, were
the Nov. 23 edition, which fea-
tured the BSU peacefully protest-
ing the Emerald’s headline and
picture policy in question The
trashing ol those papers could
likely mean someone is either
upset with the Emerald and/or
he or she doesn’t care for the
black protesters. Such reaction
ism is exactly why the proess st

remaln free and open to all

Clarence Spagner 18 an assis
tart professor in f.'rr'{l]'llh!lrpn.‘n
gy departiment
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