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Ducks tune up for Pac-10 with a win

BySteve Mims

Oregon  had fun Monday
night, and they should have be
cause it won't got any easier the
rest of the season

The Ducks got their third win
in four games, beating Alaska
Fairbanks 100-71 at McArthur
Court. The Ducks were noevitr
really threatened by the Division
I1 Nanooks from the north, and

the only questions al ']l- vnd of

the game was whether Oregor

would reach triple digits, and

Wl Zach Sellers” bank shot
1 o1 th ) ) i thu
owil I o mad 1 sl
s f 1h !

It wias o KA that helps us in
preparation ind executing In
game situations said Qregon
forward Jelf Potter who scored
14 points and grabbed four re
i'ul..'! il [t's something w ru

we can get game experience get
a win and get some confidencs
Oregon finished its non-con

ference schedule 4-5, hut i1 w
get much tougher whes the
Pacific-10 Conference schedule

bhegins Thursday night at UCLA

Oregon got ahead varly and
never laded, thanks
Rood ballhandling. The Ducks
wenl the first 14 minutes with

out a turmover and finished with
the first half

muostly to

only two total in
Ilh'\'_l-l had Oniy sSeven
turnovers for the game, com

pared 1o the Nanooks 24
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Things got a lot easier for Oregon guard Kenya Wilkins after this hard foul, as he scored 17 points, dished
oul six assists and had four steals in Oregon’s win.

Veterans lead Oregon to basketball victory

When wi r hreak started, the
Orogon men’s basketball team
wias in trouble

I'he team had just dropped a

vme against lowly Pacific and
performance in any ol its games

I'he Ducks were facing road
games against ldaho and Wis
consin-Green Bay and a home

game against Arizona- and Cali
destro sanla Clarg
o ) !
ey o} e
" ek .
il il v B
1) ' er, Ureg s
1 1] 1w
’ | f 1
i ither t! X
| h, thi iy opti
stic: Jerry Green, began 1o ques

tion his ability to bring this pro
gram out of the dumper. The
coach whose motto seemed to be

You can’t fix this program
overnight ™ was suddenly doubt-
ing whether Oregon basketball

was worth the effort

had vet to put together a strong

Davi C HARBONNEAL

Ihings got worse for the Ducks

'hey lost to Idaho and Wiscon

Bay. They also | )

h K G long break aller

ym the Midwest and

tr lice on LChristmas

Eve preparation for the Far
West Classic in Portland

I'he toumament, two davs aller
Christmas, looked like another
unwelcomed opportunity for the
1-4 Ducks to drop a couple ol
more games, and in front of the
important Portland alumni no
lirss

In the first game they faced the
University of Portland, a team

Of‘ﬂ(;ampcm Students

GCet to Know Us

You

Before you Need Us.

Student Health Center

who came into the tourney with
in impressive 7-4 record and
was, at least in Portland, the talk
of the town
Oregon, however, rose up and
surprised Portland, with Jordy
Lyden hitting a last-se ond shot
1o give the Ducks a three point
win. The Ducks lost the follow
ing night to Oregon State, but
only by four and the players were

Iar more optimist shout the rest
of the season than they were
decamber it

Mo importantly, plave W
starting to step up Lvides I]l 101N
Runyon -l.!‘r:--..'- tled Jetl Por
ter started to join Orlando
Willlams as i-.._--.u'l'_!‘u'.'ls!

seasoned vele s On the sgu 1
Point :.‘.H‘ll'-i }\' nyva Wilkins
showed he could score points
knocking down 23 against Port-
land

The night before New Year's
Eve, the Ducks played their best
and most important game of the
vear thus far, breaking a 27-game
road losing streak to Division |

Women
run past
Miners

By Scott Simonson
Orogon Dady Emerald

In the first half it was from
outside. In the second half it
was from inside

Either way, Oregon’s
women's basketball team had
enough offensive firepower
and outgunned the Universi-
ty of Texas-El Paso 90-70 on
Monday. The game was Ore-
gon's final tuneup for the
Pacific-10 Conference season,
which begins at home on
Thursday against UCLA.

Oregon never trailed in the
contest but had a couple of
tense moments after UTEP
overcame a 12-point first-half
deficit to tie the game at 50-50
with about 12 minutes left in
the second half. However, the
Ducks got 11 points in three
minutes from forward Debbie
Sporcich to spark a 15-0 run,
and the Miners never recov-
ered.

The Ducks bolted to a 10-2
lead to open the game and
staved in control for most of
the first half, thanks to hot
perimuter shooting by forward
Jessica Schutt and guard Mis-
sv Croshaw

Schutt and Croshaw com-
hined for 21 of Oregon's 37
first-half points. When Schutt
knocked down her third three-
pointer of the half to make the

" Turn to WOMEN, Page 8

teams with a win at St. Mary's
“tll ams exp oded for 33 points
and the Ducks and Runyvon didn't
miss o shot

The 3-5 Ducks face eighth-
ranked UCLA Thursday in Los
.\[‘...I les and the m
aspect of the season
Green's |

ost surprising
so far is that

touted rookies are

hinding the elves on the bench

more and more, with the excep
tion of Wilkins. Williams, Lyvden
Runvyon, Aaron Johnson and Jefi
nres v T | ' 1y
| v 1) b I v racl
1 { [ ' plitn il

Mavbe they will be by next sea
son. Maybe they wili hit their
stride by mid-season this vear
lhe point is that Oregon man-
aged to get through the holidays
and ts much better off now than

it was a month ago.

Dave Charbonneau is a 5_(:u:1'\
reporter for the Emerald
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