Voice for sustamablllty unheard with a vote for NAFTA

By Nicholas Veluzzi

The North American Free
Trade Agreement is an interna-
tional trade accord between the
United States, Mexico and Cana-
da aimed at creating the largest
single trading bloc in the world.

The proponent- ~f NAFTA
tout that its passasv will result
in a win-win-win situation
throughout North America. The
prescribed formula includes
economic growth, more jobs,
reduced costs of goods, added
consumer choice and increased
C nmpemwnnarss

This new set of rules will
accomplish this by removing as
many restrictions as possible,
which include, but is not limit-
ed to, tariffs, subsidies, and non-
tariff trade barriers (e.g. environ-
ment regulation). Although
many issues have been raised
concerning labor and the envi-
ronment, not much media time
has been given to the effects
NAFTA's structure will have on
the population of North Ameri-
ca. Essentially, NAFTA isn’t so
much about trade as it is aboul
the consolidation of power in
the hands of few.

Consider the process in whic h
NAFTA was negotiated. Of
approximately 100 members on
the boards of the U.S. trade rep-
resentative, one represents
labor, three represent the envi-
ronment, and 996 are corporate
rl-pr(ewnluli\.'us and trade econo-
mists. Additionally, the negotia-
lion process was ( onducted in

secret and public input wasn'!
;iven the time of day This
Process 1s ine cative of the inter
ests NAFTA represents
NAFTA I . will
Ll L | ! 1 i 1ad \
" ) o it loca
aw v flicts with NAI
I'A (orany such law which con

flicts with a ruling by a NAFTA
dispute resolution panel) may
be undermined. Trade agree
ments take power away from
states to regulate commerce and
give power to transnational cor-
porations and supri anational
bodies in this arena

NAFTA also gives national
governments a means to under-
mine the power of community-
based efforts to create laws and
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regulations that would lead to
an increased quality of life, such
as alternative energy innovation,
the protection of natural
resources, or confronting a fac

The proponents of
NAFTA tout that its
passage will result
in a win-win-win
situation
throughout North
America.

tory's discharge on hazardous
wasle,

NAFTA promotes resource
extraction and increased non-
renewable energy consumption
rather than support for sustain-
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able development and conserva-
tion or allernative energy
research and development. So,
NAFTA protects government
subsidies for oil and gas explo
ration, while leaving govern
ment support for energy and

conservation programs open to
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escalating ULS. o1l reserves. Su
Har provisions exist within the

.S -Canada Free |Iu'|| Agron

ment, approved in 1989, result

ing in aggressive LLS, business
moving to secure contracts on
Canada’s energy resources

Consider the James Bay
Hydroelectric Project in North-
ern Quebec. The project will
flood an area the size of Ver-
mont to export the majority of
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26,000 megawatts of electricity
annually to the U.S., which will
not only have catastrophic
effects on the environment, but
1

will devastate the land-base, life
and culture of Northern Croee

T ] it who inhabit the
saaloi

In Mex Propon Y. A1
1 St $ i pase the
il T ’ f k
hS I el

i T I e lLlS
y a i o

.‘.'_." e nt i '! rl ¢ '_l. 1 5%
tor, which is a model for what
the accord is based upon, | find

no evidence ol accuracy to this
statement

Due to a complex political eco-
nomic history in Mexico, real
wages, with the help of govern-
ment intervention, decreased
51||pr|nunulvh' 60 percent dunng
the 80s. The Mexican govern-

ment maintains that tight control
over organized labor though its
Confederacion Trabajadores Mex-
icanos (CTM). Typically if a
worker tries to organize a union
independent of the CTM she/he
will pay a high price. The costs
range from incarceration, receiv-
ing threats and their life. The real-
ity is that this situation is inte-
gral to maintaining the “good
business climate” in Mexico.

The central goal of NAFTA is
to maintain the current “good
business climate” in Mexico and
the remainder of Latin America
to be setting the rules, neo-lib-
eral trickle-down sconomics, in
stone. Saying “‘no to NAFTA"
isn’t saying "'yes to protection-
ism'. Economic integration
between the U.S. and Mexico is
inevitable

After all, it has been going on
for over 30 years. There are
alternatives coming from the
Fortune 500. Grassroot-based
coalitions in Mexico, Canada,
and the U.S. have been coordi-
nating efforts to oppose NAFTA
and have come up with the
alternative integration proposals
based upon democracy, equality
and environment sustainability
If the currently proposed NAF-
I'A passes, we can be sure the
voices for sustainability will
never be heard
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