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Advice ad by curious student gets no response

A
MeG Deporpn

think 1 mav have been eating
Iil bagel when I saw the ad. It

was small, stuck at the begin-
ning of the Emerald’s classified
section, under a new heading

“Atl Your Own Risk.”

“Good advice any subject;

$2 plus SASE." it read

Having neither a problem |
needed advice on, nor $2, but
wondering who would run an
ad like that, 1 decided to find
paper and pen and scrawl a fast
note to the advertiser.

Something along the lines of
“Who are you and why are you
doing this?”

Twenty-nine cents later, the
letter was in the mail, and 1
returned to my bagel,

I forgot about the letter until
last Monday, when, while I was
digging through a recycling bar-
rel in search of an old newspa-
per, John Poppin came up to the
Emerald office and introduced
himself.

This was that advice guy, |
realized. The one who ran the
ad

Poppin is a senior English
major at the University, and
planned at first to use his advice
services as a quick way to make
SOImMe money.

Poppin told me he had heard
a story about someone who ran
an ad in the back of a supermar-
ket tabloid that read, ‘'Last
chance to send in a dollar.” That
ad got 15,000 replies, Poppin
said. His intention in offering $2

advice was to “sell something,
be legal and be good and help

someone out.”

As he thought about it, money
hm ame less of an 1ssue, .lllff he
found himselfl thore interested
in discovering what sort ol peo
ple would respond and for what
kinds of problems they might
want advice

Poppin described himself as

around

someong who's “"heen
the block a few times

up in San Francisco, exposing
himself to the and

delights of living in a world

He grew
perils
attended pri

renowned city

vale si hlll".\. and has interests
including competitive archery

computers and cars

With his own experiences and
the knowledge of friends, Pop
pin said he planned to put a fair
amount of effort into coming up
with good advice for people
who wrote him

Good advice involved
research, he said, and if he
couldn’t come up with any good
advice for someone he would
gladly return their money

But he said he believed he
could manage some sort of
advice on nearly any problem
from the trivial to the more seri-
ous.

(Where to get the best-filled
croissants in town is a trivial
question he savs Fred Meyer
is the best and stay away from
the EMU apple fritters while
yvou're at 1l.)

His ad ran for eight days in
the Emerald. At the end of those
"lH]ll days, he was $20 poorer
and the recipient of only one
response, Mine

“In todav’s search for some
kind of guidance, 1 thought some
person would just reply,” he
said. “If you're out at the end of
your rope, sometimes you go for
stuff like that. | would have

answered because it's crazy. IU's

just nutty. Good advice LI
What the hell is this? I'd proba
bly reply, and I'd probably write
a sernous qmwlnm

I'n;}iuu beleivies peaple didn t
thev're

r.w‘pnl]i! hecause

wrapped up in their own lives

they don’'t bother to find
answers to queshons anymaore
They rely on the media
rumors, or a friend-of-a-friend
for information, he smd
‘People rarely go out and find
answers,” he said. “"Mavbe peo

ple joked about writing in to me
aor maybe they thought serious
Iy of writing in, but they didn't
People are not curious any
more because they think they
have too much to do, and what
'.hv-\'rl- curious _|}|-_|-,'. iIsnt as
important as what
doing.” Poppin said

percent untrue. People should

they re

hat’s 100

be curious; people should ask
about things Absolutely never
be afraid to ask

Essentially, he's right

Go find the answers to vour
questions. Go to the source,
don’t mess around ask
someone who knows and get an
answer. That, [ think, sums up
John Poppin and his advice
business. His role in
process? He'll find the answer
for vou if yvou don't think you've
got the time

and

this

But Poppin believes people
have the time and brains to go
answer their
Usually the simplest way to find
things out is by a couple ol
phone calls. Reach out and ask

own questions

SOMmeone

I like phone calls because it
avoids having to look silly In per
son. You don't have to give vour
name when yvou're calling soms
one for information. You can be
an anonymous asking
strange questions just because
vou happen to be curious

voloe

want to know what vou're think-
ing about them? What do they
Ty

And ask anvthing

How do porcupines mate? .
el | do with factory reject glass
How come Election Day was :

Nov 9 if it's supposed to be the balls? Whao is this guy advertis
e y ; ™ i $2 advicen y Emerald!

firs! Tuesday after the first Mon S S kil il

day in November? Can Hamas You'd be amp::svli at what

really spit more than 40 leet? comes out of it
What are those big red balls

1 On power lines for” When

le sav they want frankness Meg DeDolph is a conununity

L} '
AR ‘..-E,l,'.-n.".»hlp do they really repOrted

Cash

For Textbooks
Mon.-Sat.

Smith Family
Bookstore
768 E. 13th

1 Block From Campus

345-1651

The Finest Chinese and
American Food

Open for lunches and
dinners until 10:30 p.m
Mon. - Thurs. and until
midnight Fri. and Sat

Restaurant & Lounge

947 Franklin Blvd.

343-448

Meet Oregon’'s Newest

State Senator!!
Senator Peter Sorenson

Senator Peter Sorenson invites you to meet
with him during a Townhall meeting in Senate
District 20,

From 10:30 a.m. to 12,00 p.an., Tuesday, November 16,
1993, Erb Memorial Student Union, Maple Room, U ot O

Please plan to attend this Townhall meeting where you
can meet Senator Peter Sorenson and share your views
on the “State of the State.”
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The last one for the term!

1 and Food Service

Free Chips and Salsa between 4 and 5
: Free Music between 5 and 7

21 and Over « |.D. Required
Alternative Beverages Available
for information call 346-4373

In the EMU Dining Room
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19 ¢ SAGE (frasch from Seattle)

brought to you by the EMU Cultural Forum

us radio
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INIBU I G N L
Otis Spunkmeyer
Cookies-Baked fresh

tudent Directori
They can be pickeg

kstore Lobby.
€partments can
M101,

in the store

30° each

Quality Film Developing:
FREE Fountain Drink with order
CONCERT TICKETS
ON SALE:
Tribe Called Quest
L.eon Russell

Desk or the yo
bfoPiisc for O |
icked up i

EMD, < UPin

346-3705

for a preview keep your ears

peeled to
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Alasdair Fraser &
Paul Machlis

Blackfoot
All Hult Center shows
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