Boring, pointless letters won't improve the ‘Emerald’

Lia Sarcicena

ello out there, are you
awake? I want to know
why things are the way

they are

How come, even though we
have excellent tools for commu
nication literally at our fingertips

the kevhoard on which I'm
Ivping, YOu are
holding — we
municating? Why are the letters
to the editor so vague, only spo
radically making any sort of
point? What is it that makes every
mention of the Emerald an
excuse to yawn?

Are vou bored, or are we bor-
ing? It's time to fess up. Just what
is the function of this rag?

The function of a campus
newspaper should be to keep
those within our University com
munity in touch with each other
If there is a failure to communi-
cate between the paper and the
community, then both the paper
and the students should be ask-
ing what is wrong

Not 1o say that we don’t pet lest
ters to the editor. The only prob
lem is that for the most part, |
can’t understand what anyone is
trying to say in them. Letters that
clearly state a person’s case and
then Ilrm.m-tl to make a point are
few and far between. The bulk of
the letters section has lately
catered to a bizarre discussion of

the newspaper

ire not really com
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Ayn Rand and whether or not her
brand of capitalism is poisoning
our country. (How did it start
when will it end?)

are the many vari-
that «

Then there
ations of letlers
how horrible the Emerald is and
how disgruntled people are
being neither specific about the
mistake the newspaper has made
this time nor about how the sto
overed l"

ry out at

rv could have been o
ferently

I'hen thers is the other type of

letter
limes scary, like the le
John Wavne
Diego (why is he
teer tO D uNIVersity

always entertaining, somse
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lohnson 1n San
sending his let
1 Ore
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paper i
LOn, Anyway
‘one-man crusade
demonized America
conviction that if

1D exXOriise
ind his

)
all women

staved at home, we'd see tull
employment, no crime and
“lesus.”

Oh boy, aren’t we witnessing

democracy in action. If vou think
these letters tend to be boring,
whiny and just plain pointless,
vou should hear some of the com
ments they generate in the news
room

Not to say that our
is such a stellar publication that
it should escape criticism. But
criticisms that  somewhere
involve a point might help us tai
lor this publication to better cater
to vou. Not to say that those types
of letters never appear. But they
don't appear often enough

newspaper

Here's o hint to letter writers

hoping to make a point and have
it heard, Be concise
1. And try to include something

that will capture the imagination
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that might inspire thought for a
change. When a newspaper
receives responses from calm
pt-uplc- who state their points in
a way that informs both the short
falls of the coverage and what the
reador wanted to read instead,
!hr'!: wrilers may '\l!ii\ l\[ll-]lil l[:g
content that the reader
s limited hnr:ln;_ \!-_1;4}\ or just
Editors and the

a publica
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plain stupid
whole crew that puts
tion together

s Of the

can .lll‘ maorre con

sC10 way the readers

want their paper to hes
I have a sneaking

that there's onl

'\l.'\i'll on
y a few people out
there who ever get flired up
enough to write a letter to the edi
tor. They are the types who get
P ::-}wrh-qii\ I'he rest of
if they read a

fust don’t find

hred
the Iru..p|'.|.|l:--|l
newspaper at all
anvthing in it that would ever
make them care enough to hoth

er to put their own voice in it

I'he communication break-
down between o newspaper and
its readers is by no means the
fault of the readers alone. If the
best function of the newspaper is
to line bird cages, the producers
of that paper can’t expect enough
excitement from readers to war
rant an interesting page of letters
every day

Wouldn't it be ideal if we all
started caring about and getting
involved with the process more
than we do? Starting
reporters who think of their own

with

story ideas instead of relying on
the PR packs they get in the mail
Starting with editors who com
municate with both reporters and
the public. Starting with yvou, the
informed rv.nh‘l-}l.li.- who ollers

the information that the paper leht

out, and offers feedback that goes
deeper than “You suck,” "Every-
one reading this will go to hell,”
or "Thank vou for kissing up to
us, love the group vou wrote the
story about.” We could all learn

for the Emerald

more effective wavs to commu-
nicate, don't you think?
I'm I'li)plllh to hear from you

Lia Salciceia is a columnist
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