Chingsg and dmerican Food
ORDERS TO GO
343-4480

847 Franklin Bivd.

Mon. -Thurs.-11:00 am to 10:30 pm
Fr.-11:00 am to Midnight
Sat.-Noon to Midnignt
Sun.-Noon to 10:30 pm

Simple Bike Sale!

We simply have too many ’'93
bikes. So you save big $$$!

wow *349
Mongoose Hilltopper . 8365...c....c..rnvervrennens..ow $319
Mongoose Roekadlls . 1499.............conn..onn.. bW '3 49
Suspended Mongoose Reekadila $X 1y s625...... vow *569
24-Spesd Whaslar 5500 «y. s039............... . iow $579
Rocky Mountain F*‘"- 9. W 709
Rocky Mountain Hammer rog. 9935.......ccccncccnen. bW 799
Check for

in-store accessory
specilals!

Wheeler 2000 reg. $409....corcvnenssceeess o s

1340 Willamette

687-0288

REPAIRS & CYCLES

Oregon Daily Emerald Spor ts

It's time to give O’Neil respect

Whether a running back fumbles, a receiver

dr0|r:v'l a pass, the defense gives up 500 yards in
total offense, a coach gives a bad play call, or less
than 30,000 fans show up at Autzen, somehow
someway, Danny-boy gets the blame.

Not anymore.

In his first three games, Oregon's tormented
junior quarterback has thrown for
an average of 300 yards a game,
six touchdowns, has completed
nearly 65 percent of his passes,
has had only two passes inter-
cepted, and, most importantly,
has led the Ducks to their first 3-0
start since 1988.

Saturday, O'Neil threw for 269
K“d‘ against an Illinois team that

Il the Ducks don’t win, it's Danny O'Neil’s fault,

eld 15th-ranked Arizona's Davr:Cmmnmu

games, only to find himself starting the next game.
Then he had a season-ending injury.

Last season, head coach Rich Brooks made no
bones about it: O'Neil would be the starter for Ore-
gon.

Give Brooks credit, he stuck with O'Neil the
antire season. O'Neil had his slumps, his bad
games, but Brooks stayed with him, and the fans
learned to live with O'Neil.

Then came the Independence
Bowl.

After a marvelous first half, the
Oregon offense hit a brick wall as
Wake Forest destroyed the Duck
defense in the second half, The
Ducks lost, and the questions about
O'Neil resurfaced.

When spring drills opened this
year, the name Tony Graziani start-

offense scoreless the week before.

His performance over the past three weeks has
put him among the top quarterbacks in the nation.
(O'Neil was ranked second in the nation in passing
efficiency before the Illinois game.)

His smoothness in the pocket, and his leader-
ship on the field has been a big “get off my back”
directed at the press, fans, and even his own
coaches.

As early as this past spring. people were already
— maybe a more appropriate word would be “still”
— doubting O'Neil’s ability to run Oregon's offense.

Following in the footsteps of Bill Musgrave and
Chris Miller, two Oregon quarterbacks who were
established superstars by the end of their second
years as starters, was the worst thing that could have
happened to O'Neil.

From day one there were doubts about O'Neil. In
1991, it virtually took until the day of the open-
ing game for Oregon coaches to put their wavering
faith in O'Neil as the starter. That year O'Neil was
walking on pins and needles. Every trip to the
sidelines after a failed series was a potential death
march to a seat next to the Gatorade tank.

The fans and the coaches were spoiled by Miller
and Musgrave. They not only wanted a new quar-
terback, they wanted another Boy Wonder QB ..
and they wanted it now.

O’'Neil would be benched during a couple of

ed to come up in interviews and
newspapers. Whether it was the coaches trying to
push O'Neil, or whether they actually thought
Graziani, the redshirt freshman, actually had a
chance to take over as starter is up for debate. Just
the fact that it was even a question was a slap in
the face to O'Neil.

There were never those questions when Miller
and Musgrave were around.

It's now five days before Oregon's crucial Pacif-
ic-10 Conference opener against California. Yeah,
the Ducks have looked weak at times against com-
petition that is far from what they will face in the
Pac-10, but it's been no fault of O'Neil’s.

Before the Illinois game, O'Neil had thrown 62
passes without an interception. He threw two in
the first three series Saturday, but remained confi-
dent and played virtually flawlessly the rest of the
way.

O’'Neil will still have slumps. The difference is
that so far this season, the slumps have lasted a
series or two, and not a game or two,

It's time for everyone — the fans, the press, and
the coaches to put their devoted faith in Danny
O'Neil.

It took him & while, but he’s definitely earned it.

Dave Charbonneau is a sports reporter for the
Emerald.

It’s The
3 For All””
Sale.

Good through September 30
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Get 3 great items all for one low price now at Deury
Queen’ Everyone's favorite, a big, juicy ' pound®
Double Cheeseburger with lettuce and tomato. Add
largie size fries and a huge 21 ounce soft drink for a
great deal on a great meal. But hurry, a price like this
wont Last long at your participating Dairy Queen®

Brazier* store.
We Treat You Right*
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Men’s golf has room to improve

By Steve Mims
¥egon Daly Emerakd

The Oregon men's golf team
mav not be the best team in the
Pacific-10 Conference this vear,
but at the moment it is probably
the biggest.

The Ducks’ roster is currently
at 18 players as it prepares to

Buy Factory
rect
Save

qualify for its next tournament
in early October. However, sec-
ond-year head coach Steve
Nosler said he did not prepare
for such a large team, and may
trim the roster soon.

‘1 didn’t mean for us to be this
big." Nosler said. "It is just that
some good players from Idaho,

AMERICAN

P  MATTRESS
MANUFACTURING
RE-BUILT MATTRESS SETS

Price includes matiress and box springs:
Full & Twin Size Sets........$69

Queen Size Sets................$109
King Size Sets...................$179

New Inner Spring Sets

Price includes matiress and box springs:
* TWIN Size, regs2%0............. SALE price $139

* FULL Size,regs3s..........
» QUEEN Size, regs419........
+ KING Size, regs1,100...........

SALE price $159
SALE price $189
SALE price $389

FREE DELIVERY

Mon - Fri 96
Saturday 95
Sunday 12§

IR el 343-2690

Washington and California
became available so I gave them
a chance to make our team.”

Bigger has not meant better so
far for the Ducks this season, as
they have finished near the bot-
tom in both of their early tour-
naments. Oregon opened the
season with a horrendous per-
formance at the Husky Invita-
tional, where it finished 13th
out of 14 teams. The Ducks
played better at the Tucker Invi-
tational in Albuquerque, N.M.,
last weekend, but finished 16th
among the 18—team field.

“*We have not played at the
level we need to,” Nosler said.
“We did not seem ready to play
in our first tourney but we
moved in the right direction last
weekend."

The Ducks lost only two play-
ers from last year's squad, which
advanced to lha regional cham-
Eiomhi s, but the losses are

uge. Jeff Lyons, an All-Ameri-
can in 1992, and Cam Martin
both w:.ll two ooll;ghto tourna-
ments during their Oregon
careers and were named second-
team all-Pac-10 last year.

Oregon's top returnee from
last season is junior Ted Snave-
ly. whose 74.38 stroke average
was third on the team, behind
Lyons and Martin. Snavely
played in all 13 tournaments for
the Ducks last year and finished
in the top 10 at four of them.
Snavely paced the Ducks in
New Mexico when he shot a 7-
over-par 223 for the three-round
event.
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