e e i e e i e e .

L
5
v
A

- PR e rd A na AL N T R Ly
LI A A NI DR SO0 T Ml RN NSS i

Cooking With A Social Conscience

Nurturing your health while supporting the earth

eJan’s Salsa
eMarinara Sauce
¢3 Bean, Black
Bean & Chili Dip

All made with organically
grown tomatoes & beans.

1% sales for Ecology & Hunger Projects

AVAILABLE IN THE EMU

We simgly have too many '93
blkes 0 ‘ou save big $$$!
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Continued from Page 27A

stop the war so they can go back
to their hometowns. Finally, one
girl named Vanya said to me,
“Please toll the president to stop
the war. We love him a lot.”

In Zagreb, | stayed in a house
where one refugee family from
BiH was living. One lady in that
family spoke English very well
and talked to me a lot about the
hardship
that her fam-
ily had to
face.  She
doesn 't
know  her
hushand's
whereabouts
and takes
care of two
kids (three
years old and 10 months old) and
her old father by herself. They
came from Brcko, a northeastern
town of the area where BSA tried
to gain in order to make a corri-
dor to connect with northwest-
ern BiH and Krajina. She told me
her extraordinary story of escape

On May 1, 1992, BSA came lo
Breko. At first, they took young
men, and then women and chil-
dren. She was pregnant at that
time, and her husband took her
and her kids to her father’s house
when their house was burned
down. Later on, they were cap-
tured by Serbs, and her husband
was separated from the rest of the
family because Serbs were sep-
arating men and women from
children and elderly persons. The
latter ones were put into a so-
called “Muslim village,” and
Serbs came every day to harass
them. The former ones, includ-
ing her husband, were sent to
military barracks, and there were
many killings and tortures in the
barracks. On June 16, she heard
that her husband and several oth-
er men were taken to Serbia for
forced labor. Since then, she has
lost track of him.

She and her family spent one
month in Muslim village. One
day, a Serb who knew her fami-
ly approached them and let them

A map describing the area the writer visited.

he knew what was going to hap-
pen in the village. She heard that
10 days after she and her family
left, Serbs put women and chil-
dren to buses and took them
somewhere. She doesn’t know
what happened to them after that.
She and her family stayed for
only three months in Brcko.
Muslim forces took one village
and began exchanging people in
Brcko. It was a slow process, but
she asked Red Cross to be
exchanged quickly because it was
better to be under Muslim forces
protection. Then, in November,
she and her family spent six
months in the village near Tuzla.
It was a horrible place with little
food for her children and shelled
by Serbs everyday. So, one day
she and her family got on one of
three buses from that village to a
safer place through forests.
They traveled three days and
nights in a bus. But in Jabranica
where the BiH army and HVO
were fighting, Muslims were
forced to leave the buses by HVO.
Muslims were put into one bus

bus. She begged HVO soldiers
and stayed in the buses with
Croats. One time the buses were
checked by the BiH army, but
they didn't ask passengers’
nationalities. "HVO asked our
nationalities," she said. “And
they tried to separate Croats from
Muslims." In Mostar, HVO tried
to put men and women in differ-
ent buses. She begged again and-
stayed with her old father. Final-
ly, buses reached the border (near
Metkovic) between BiH and Croa-
tia.

She and her family found out
that they couldn't cross the bor-
der because they didn't have any
written documents and the bor-
der was closed. They went to a
refugee camp in Caplina. In that
camf. she met one humanitarian
worker, whose name is Martin,
from England. Martin gave mon-
ey to her so that it could be used
as a bribe for Croat soldiers in the
border. As instructed, she gave
money to the Croat soldiers, and
her family could cross the bor-
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