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FURNITURE FOR

FUTUNS TODAY'S LIFESTYLE

H ock Soft Futon Company has the quality and service
you expect from one of Oregon’s finest Futon products
manufacturers. Located just one block from the
U of O Law School, our new showroom features Frame and
Futon combinations starting at $134. Most items are avail-
able for immediate pick-up, or speedy delivery.

P
ROCK SOFT

FUTON
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“The Leader in Message Management Solutions”

VOICE MAIL

Never again miss a call from Mom or other family
and friends. Your tennis coach. Your dentist. Your study
partner. Your new boss. Your racquetball partner. A
canceled date/meeting/class.

@™ (=] - No telephone service, telephone, or
answering machine. Check messages

from most public and personal touch

tone phones.

YOU DESERVE
THE BEST!

EUGENE
“On Campus

1231 Alder

6H86-5069
Open Everyday

PORTLAND
28 SW. First
226-1945
Open Everyday

- Private unlisted voice mail telephone
number provided.

- Link your voice mail to a pager and you
will be quickly notified of waiting
messages.

@™ =] - Only you have access to your
messages.

*Prices start as low as $9.95 for Voice or FAX Mail
box, $23.95 for Voice Mail/Tone-only Pager, or
§26.95 for Voice Mail/Digital Display Pager.

TELECOM SERVICES, INC. 392 EAST 3RD AVE. 484-5544

‘Firm’ well-acted film
with weak plot line

I'll admit that 1 didn’t go to The Firm expecting to be well enter-
tained. John Grisham's novels, including The Firm, have always
sounded like pulp fiction, a “‘good read.” I'd rather spend my time
on more refined pursuits, like reading pulp science fiction. Howev-
er, The Firm is a swift, well-acted film that delivers the goods.

Cruise stars in the film as Mitchell McDeere, who has just finished
fifth in his class at Harvard law school and is courted by the elite law
firms of the country. However, he is given a deal that seems too good
to be true from a Memphis law firm specializing in tax law. Every-
one at the firm is family, and despite his wife's misgivings, it is a
seemingly perfect place for McDeere, who wants to forget the rest
of his original family exists.

However, all is not well in the land of Elvis. The firm’'s tax busi-
ness is merely a front for laun-
By Ed Carson dering money for mobsters in
requn Ly Chicago. No lawyer has ever left
the firm alive. (Apparently, these
lawyers Hoop and Bob in the firm until they die.) And to make mat-
ters worse, McDeere is pressured by the FBI to turn over evidence
that will prevent him from ever practicing law again

Cruise is strongly supported by a star-studded cast

Jeanne Tripplehorn, who was the brunette bisexual psycho
{mavbe) killer in Basic Instinct, plays Cruise’s wile: Wilford “Oat-
meal” Brimley is cast as the firm's head of security; Hal Holbrook is
charming as the firm’s senior partner: Gene Hackman plays Avery
Tolar, Cruise’'s mentor: David Strathairn is Cruise’s older brother in
jail for manslaughter: Ed Harris is a not-so-smart FBI agent; Gary
Busey is o seedy detective: and Holly Hunter is his sometimes-blond,
sometimes-tedhead, ditzy secretary. Lesser-known actors also excel

Seeing Gene Hackman's name appear as the opening credits rolled
made me both eager and anxious. Eager because Hackman is a superb
actor who always makes a film significantly better simply by his
presence. Anxious because he rarely appears in good movies, act-
ing in such films as Superman Il and No Way Out

(One notable exception was The Package, but that « o-starred Tom-
my Lee Jones, who also can carry a film, so that movie deserved two

stars + Gene Hackman + Tommy Lee Jones = four stars.)

Instead of exploring McDeere's past, which is the key to what dri
ves him in the early parts of the film, the script throws out a few lines
and has Cruise wear a leather jacket at times to convince us he came
from humble beginnings. It makes Cruise’s performance seem con-
trived. It's hard 1o believe Cruise ever had a pimple, let alone lived
In a trailer park

This is an even stronger handicap for Cruise this summer, com-
peting against movies starring ( lint Eastwood, Harrison Ford and
Fommy Lee Jones, who are all handsome leading men, but hy no
means pretty boys. He's too confident for someone who is allegedly
SO INsecun

However, Cruise has typically been more convincing as an actor in
situations that demand cleverness rather than emotion, and in The
Firm, Cruise is at his best when he's working on finding a way to
save his skin and get his brother out of prison

The film's ending is apparently quite different from the book's. It's
an ingenious twist, but rather 11!!;!!’1}?1.|lri|-

Fhe Firm is not in the same league as The Fugitive, but strong act-
INE OVercomes a mediocre s _"ill to make it a worthwhile summer

Local movue flap settled

have settled the ‘m.;._[n ment Wh I‘\-L 1w n& \I]:lh Isi hl]I:Ih

with the L.S “lln'.lu of Land istered by the BLM, and Blos
Management over filming part som Bar, which is under the
of a motion picture starring jurisdiction of the Forest Ser
Mervl .\Tr'i'l'p in a wild section of vice
the Rogue River The Pacific Rivers Council
However, a dispute continues and the Oregon Natural
over proposed filming of anoth Resources Council had appealed
er wild section of the river a permit granted by the BLM
administered by the LS. Forest allowing Universal Pictures to
Service film The River Wild in the wild
Film locations include the area
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Location!

890 E. 13th
Across from
UO Bookstore

342-3456
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