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Does anatomy still mean destiny in U.S.?

Angles

“Women, like men, are both
born and made, One is not
born, but rather becomes, a
woman. It i1s civilization as a
whole that produces this crea-
ture.”

— Simone de Beauvoir

n Eugene there is a daily
Irmiin program that includes a

competition called “The Bat-
tles of the Sexes.”” The partici-
pants are a man and a woman
who each receive questions that
they (“according to the Ameri-
can gender system’) should
have a hard time to answer. The
man answers questions about
products in the house and chil-
dren, and the woman has to
answer questions concerning
math, cars and sports.

Most Americans grow up to
feel that men and women play
very distinct parts in society,
where the women and their
work is to serve primarily fami-
ly needs — her husband and
children.

I'he breadwinning husband
has the benefit of coming home
to a clean house with dinner
served in the kitchen, while the
housewife can enjoy the luxury
of being ““financially supported’
by her husband

From outside, this picture can
be regarded as ideal and valu-
able, but from inside it is clear
that both men and women are
suffering from this traditional
system, perhaps without even
being aware of it. The American
women have become too depen-
dent upon the breadwinning
husband, which means that they
are neglecting themselves
opportunities like an education
and a career. Even if the role of a
housewife is important, it's time
to see bevond the traditional
system and realize that anatomy
still means destiny in the United
States
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If you are born a woman, you
can never be regarded as equal
and reach goals in life because
your destiny is to please the
man and neglect your own feel-
ings and opinions. Studies in a
number of countries have shown
that women who are employed,
and especially those who con-
tinue to be employed in the mid-
dle years of life, are more liable
to take an interest in community
activities, to display more inde-
pendence in political judgment,
to play active rather than pas-
sive roles.

Coming from Norway, a lead-
ing country in the field of equal
rights, | was raised by a father
who changed my diapers and a
mother who was out all day
working. My father had moved
his office home for the while, so
that my mother could continue
in her position as a medical doc-
tor. It was a wonderful way to
get to know my parents who had
adapted into their new roles in
the 1960s.

In Norway the principle of
equality between the sexes was
fully sanctioned during this
time, which meant that funda-
mental attitude held by pvn]}h-
was rapidly changing. Both indi-
viduals and families were pre-
pared to alter their lifestyles in
keeping with the newly
espoused principle of equality,
which meant that my father took
on his share of work in the
house, while my mother was an
emancipated working mother. |
grew up acknowledging that
both my mum and dad had
something valuable to give me,
and that my personality would
have been split in half if I would
just have had my mum by my
side during my upbringing

Coming to the United States
then was not at all easy, facing
a totally different gender system
I still remember arriving in Seat-
tle and meeting Americans for
the first time

I called my parents and told
them that I was regarded as an
egocentric person who placed
personal gratification above (the
traditional American) family
duty, by claiming that women
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After 10 months in the United States, |
am still regarded by American male
traditionalists in terms of my sex.

should be able to seek fulfill
ment both in the public and the
private world, They laughed,
and wished me good luck, and
from that stage on | knew [ was
in for a battle in defending my
position and sex in a new soci
ety

Although I was fighting a dif
ferent battle than the Amerncan
feminists, I believed | could
change the traditional men's
picture of women and women’s
picture of themselves by educat
ing them about the gender sys
tem in Norway, using my home
as the perfect example of how it
is possible to reach equality, and
to show it values and benefits. If
I could make the American
women comprehend that they
are treated in every circum
stance by their sex, and that the
life outside of the house is more
than just a trap of monotonous
low-paying jobs, I know they
will win more than just person
al gratification

And maybe most important
where men are accustomed to
women working, and to the
broader interrelation of the sex
es that follows from this, they
are more likely to be tolerant of
women seeking roles beyond
those that are traditionally
.|l||~[|lwi_

Today, more than 70 percent
of Norwegian women have paid
employment outside of the
home, and the country has an
increasing number of women in
parliament. The prime minister
s a4 woman, as are nine out of 19
cabinet ministers and the lead-
ers of two of the political par-
lies

After 10 months in the United
States, | am still regarded by
American male traditionalists in
terms of my sex, even if | have
tried to discuss, and show them
otherwise, 1 believe that most
American men recognize that

thev have been comfortable with
the benefits of the status quo,
not allowing themselves to
change in the same way as the
Norw egian men and women

Ihe attitude is clearly much
the same as it was even before
the feminist movement started,
and it is this attitude that has to
change if the United States
wants to reach a gender-neutral
system. If the American women
can realize that it will be more
beneficial to place personal grat
ification above family duty, and
the American men will recog
nize that the role of plaving
breadwinner and macho are no
longer necessary, both sexes can
work together for squality which
will provide them with new
knowledge about each other
T'he restricted boundaries to
both men and women will open
so that exchange of roles can
begin, and so we can find toler-
ance for the roles seeked beyond
those that are traditionally
act r}lh-||

| realize that to close the gap
between principle and logisla-
tion on the one hand, and reali
ty and individual attitudes on
the other hand will be extreme-
ly difficult in a society where
inequality is a part of the Amer
ican culture. Maybe it's about
time that the Americans can see
that something is sincerely
wrong with the places of the
S Nets (II'Il' ren liHl“ll‘ 1!|-|! JIIH'ITU-
my does not have to mean des-
lny

Being a woman in 1993
should mean equal opportuni-
ties, not only a contract into
marriage. The dreams and goals
that many American women
carry inside should be brought
into light and recognized both
by the opposite sex and the gov
ernment

Susanne Steffens will be an
Emerald reporter fall term
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