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With the emergence in the past four years of country
music as a popular and viable iislumng option, The Mar-
shall Tucker Band's sudience is expanding to a new gen-
eration — a generation unfortunately who thinks that
country music's roots begin with Randy Travis and Garth
Brooks

When The Marshall Tucker Band began making records
21 years ogo, they were considered a southern rock band.
Their status as country music forefathers has been a recent
phenomenon, and one that has not failed to surprise lead
singer Doug Gray,

“In the beginning we were a rock 'n’ roll band. coun-
try music has come around to us,” Gray said in a tele-
phone interview from Los Angeles. “We're still playing
the same SONgs. hul now they are considered country and
not rock 'n’ roll’

The Marshall Tucker Band will play at the Mill Camp
Annex in Springfield Thursday at 7 p.m

The group (whose name is borrowed from a piano tuner
in their hometown of Spartanburg. 5.C.) is touring in sup-
port of their 17th album. The album — titled Walk Out
side the Lines — is an attempt to return to their southern
rock (country) roots,

Country music superstar Garth Brooks, who wrote the
title t2ck, said that “having a single, especially the title

The Marshall Tucker Band will play in Springfield at the
Mill Camp Annex Thursday at 7 p.m.

cut performed by The Marshall Tucker Band, is a mile-
stone in my career,”

Walk Outside the Lines is the first album that The Mar-
shall Tucker band has recorded “from start to finish in
Nashville.”
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Country band finds audience growing in the "90s

“Eight of the 10 songs were written within the band,
and I think we really captured not only the ‘Nashville
feel,’ but also the heart of The Marshall Tucker Band,”
Gray said.

Even though Walk Outside the Lines is considered a
country album by today's standards, the influences of The
Marshall Tucker band are not at all country. Gray said his
original influences were Billy Holiday, B.B. King and
Elvis.

Like these legends of rock 'n’ roll, Gray dreamed of
becoming a professional musician not only for personal
fame and glory, but because he “saw all the women™ that
came with the profession.

*“I remember when my mother took me to a concert put
on by a local band in 1955, he said. "I saw all these men
standing up imitating Elvis, and | saw all the women
swooning. Right then and there I knew I could imitate
Elvis just as well as they could.”

On a more serious note, Gray believes he has been
blessed with the gift of music, and he wants very much
to share that gift with the public at large, which is why
The Marshall Tucker Band maintains a rigorous tour
schedule that includes up to 300 shows a year.

For Gray, going on tour "is getting rest.”

1 have been given the gift of entertainment,” he said.
“What I do is take people away from their everyday jobs
and lives."
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