
Survey shows extent of school sexual harassment 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Four out of five teen-agers say 

they have boon sexually harassed al s< bool — labels of 
conduct ranging from rumor-mongoring to physical 
assault, according to a survey of eighth- through 11th 

graders. 
The national study of 1.800 students found that 

harassment frequently starts in elementary school, that 
few of the vii tuns ever report it, and that the emotional 
impact, particularly on girls, is serious and widespread 

More than one in 10 of those surveyed reported being 
forced bv either fellow students or adults to engage in 

sexual conduct beyond kissing Thirteen percent of girls 
and 0 percent of hoys said they had experienced this 
unwelcome sexual behavior. 

"Ignoring sexual harassment in schools in effect con- 

dones it." Sharon Schuster, president of the American 
Association of University Women, said in a statement 

accompanying the study results living released Wednes- 

day. 
"We need to send a message classrooms and hall- 

ways in our schools must he a safe place to learn,' 
Schuster said. 

Questionnaires were administered in 79 classrooms 
across the country by Louis Harris and Associates The 

educational foundation of thi* university women * group 
commissioned the study. 

Fifty-three percent of the students in the study said 
they'd been tom tied, grabbed or pinched in a sexual 
wav, but two-thirds of the girls said they had been vic- 
timized in this wav Forty-two percent of the hoys said 

they had been. 
Thirty-nine percent of the victimized girls said they 

were afraid in school, fl percent of the boys said they 
were 

"Sexual harassment takes a toll on all students, but the 

impact on girls is devastating." said Anne Bryant, exec- 

utive director of the educational foundation. 

At least one 18-year-old girl discovered it didn't do 
any good to inform school officials. 

"I was upset the administration didn't respond imme- 

diately after I complained" about sexual harassment, she 
wrote on her questionnaire. "I was told to ignore the 
harassers." 

The survey covered 14 categories of conduct — 

including intentionally brushing up against someone in 
a sexual way, being victimized by sexual rumors, or 

being spied on while dressing or showering 
Two-thirds of the students surveyed said they had 

been subjects of comments, jokes, gestures or looks of a 

sexual nature. 
The findings: 
• just 7 percent of the victims told a teacher about it. 

And while one in five victims told a family member. 23 

percent kept quiet More than half didn't even know if 
their school had a policy on sexual harassment. 

• Nearly four out of 10 students who did the harass- 

ing said it's "just part of school life." that "a lot of peo- 
ple do it" and that “it's no big deal." Two-thirds of the 

boys and more than half of the girls surveyed admitted 
they have sexually harassed someone in school. 

• One in four girls who said they’ve been harassed 
were victimized bv a teacher, coach, bus driver, teacher s 

aide, security guard, principal or counselor. 
The survey also concluded that harassment usually 

occurs out in the open in the hallway or classroom. 
Harassment often occurs in the early grades, and usu- 

ally more than once. One-third of the victimized stu- 

dents said they'd first been harassed in elementary 
school. Fifty-eight percent reported they'd been targeted 
often or occasionally. 

The study has a margin of error of plus or minus 4 per- 
centage points. 

Raped nurse can sue supervisors 
WASHINGTON (AP) A 

nurse at an Oregon school for 

(uvenile offenders can sue her 
supervisors for assigning her to 

work alone with a youth who 

raped and fieat her. the Supreme 
Court decided Tuesday. 

The court declined to review a 

lower court ruling rejecting the 
supervisors' argument that the 
federal Constitution does not 

require slate employees to pro- 
tect subordinate* from injury by 
another person. 

The supervisors' lawyers con- 

tended the nurse should have 
sued under state personal-injury 
law instead of alleging a viola- 
tion of her constitutional right to 

due pro» ess. 

When the nurse was hired to 

work at the MacLaren Si hoot in 

Woodbum, off'e inis told her she 

would not have to work alone 
with students who were violent 
offenders. 

On Aug 15, 1989, supervisors 
at the school assigned an inmate 
to work with the nurse in the 
school's medical clinic. Accord- 
ing to court papers, the youth 
was a violent sex offender who 
had foiled all treatment pro- 
grams at MacLaren 

Once alone with the nurse, the 

youth raped. I>eat and robbed 
her. her lawsuit said 

The nurse sued five supervi- 
sors. saying they failed to train 

her on how to respond in an 

emergent V and that they know- 

ingly assigned her to work alone 
with someone considered likely 
to commit a violent offense 

A federal judge dismissed the 

lawsuit, saving statu officials did 
not have a duty under federal 
law to protect the nurse from an 

attack by a third parly 
But the Oth U.S. Circuit Court 

of Appeals reinstated the law- 
suit last year. State officials t an 

tie held responsible for creating 
a dangerous situation that leads 
to on attack, the appeals court 

said. 
In the appeal acted Tuesday, 

the supervisors' lawyers said the 
nurse's "remedy is to tie found 
in state law. not the federal Con- 
stitution 

Four other federal unpeals 
courts have said state offn ials 

may be held responsible for fail- 
ing to protect someone only if 
the person was in custody or 

officials somehow barred the 
person from protecting herself. 
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CASH FOR BOOKS 
monday-friday 9-5:00 Saturday 9-2:00 

two locations 

QUALITY USED TEXTBOOKS 
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, 

LANE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
LINFIELD COLLEGE 

LAYAWAY NEXT TERMS BOOKS 
no money down 

bring your author, title, and edition 
find your books pay by June 26 

Smith Family Bookstore 
textbook and general bookstore 

(across from Sacred Heart Hospital near the U of O campus) 
768 East 13th Avenue 345-1651 

general books 

(across from the post office near the Hilton/Hult Center) 
525 Willamette Street 343-4717 

textbooks may be sold at either store 

monday-friday 9-5:00 Saturday 9-2:00 

CORRECTION 
PHOENIX IAP) — The 

Associated Press reported 
erroneously May 31 that an 

FBI spokesman said the 
agency knew Islamic extrem- 

ists planned to meet here in 
1991 

The meeting among mem- 

bers of Islamic Jihad and the 
Muslim Brotherhood was in 

December 1991 undercover 
of a larger gathering of 4,000 
Muslim youths, according to 

The Arizona Republic and the 
book Target America. Terror- 
ism in the U.S. Today. The 
newspaper and the book said 
the meeting of extremists was 

to discuss terrorist acts in the 
United States. 

ET ALS 
MEETINGS 

RKHibluam lor All AmrrHaru %%ill mm* 

tonight from (Ho 9 In th* tMl' Oak Hoorn 
for inon inli>nnation. *12 34S 0931 

I n wanted Seaual Behawror Taah Fore* 
Mill nt«w4 todav fnwn 12 30 lo 2 p m in EMU 
(jrwiar room* A and H lor nwwe information 
call 346 3210 

KKUGION 

Profile of faith will have a brown bag 

Summer }«p«mm Staiy 
Intitwivi* Vweek prvyram m 

Portland, OK, July 21-Auk 29 
ham 12 quarter hour* Study 
language fall level*) and culture 
with Japanese student* Outdoor 
»ilderno* program included 
Pnor language *tudy not required 

sManhiff t:milabU 

Oit|piii/)i|un Summer Program, 
Lewis k Clark College, Bos 192, 

Portland, OR 97219. 
(5031 768-7305 

lunch today from noon lo 1 p m at the 
ICoinoma Cantor. U14 Kincaid St For more 

information, tall 484 1707 

Weatev Night Fellowship will feature 
The Croatian" tonight al 7 ai th® Wetley 

Foundation. 123ft Kincaid St For more Uifur 
mat ton. rail 346-4f»U4 

Catholic Newman ( enter will have the 
ia»t ntudaot maw for the year tonight at 0 al 
18th Avenue ami Fmttrald St root For more 

information, call J4 I 70*1 

MOVIE RENTALS • OPEN 24 HOURS 
13th A PaHOTon *• 342-1727 j 


