Supreme Court nears term end

WASHINGTON (AP) — Animal sacrifice and
“hate crimes” are the most closely watched issues
facing the Supreme Court as it nears the end of its
term with 40 cases awaiting decision

In half a dozen instances, the court is being
asked to clarify the relationship between govern-
ment and religion or determine government’s pow-
er to curtail expression.

In one case, the question is whether a religious
sect must be allowed to sacrifice animals as part of
its worship services.

In another, the question is: Can judges impose
extra prison time for hate crimes motivated by
racial or religious bigotry? The case from Wiscon-
sin asks whether such extra punishment violates
freedom of expression.

The justices are expected to end by late June
their current term, the date most memorable for
Bvron R. White's announced retirement and the
Library of Congress’ release of the late Justice
Thurgood Marshall’s papers,

Other cases:

eMay the Clinton administration continue to
intercept Haitians on the high seas and return
them to Haiti without first hearing their requests
for political asylum?

eDoes the Constitution’s ban on cruel and
unusual punishment and excessive fines limit the
amount of property the government may seize
from convicted drug dealers?

els there a standard for deciding how much is
too much for punitive-damage awards in personal-
injury cases and other lawsuits?

«Can a congressional redistricting plan in North
Carolina be judged an unlawful form of racial ger-
rymandering if the state Legislature drew it to
comply with the federal Voting Rights Act and the
Justice Department approved it?

«Must states that collected billions of dollars
from retired federal workers under unlawful tax-
es refund the money?

«Do police have the authority to seize, without
court warrants, drugs they feel while frisking
someone for weapons? The justices are being
asked in a Minnesota case to create a “'plain feel”
exception to the warrant requirement for searches,

akin to the “in plain view" exception

As a group, the religion and speech decisions
may attract the most attention

One such case, an exotic freedom-of-worship
controversy from Florida, was argued last Novem
ber, before most of the 66 cases for which deci
stons already have been announced this term

Al issue is a local government's authority to ban
animal sacrifices during worship services con
ducted by the Church of the Lukumi Babalu Aye in
the Miami suburb of Hialeah. The church practices
Santeria, an ancient African-besed religion in
which animal sacrifice is a central ritual

Mainstream religions hope the court will use the
case to review a 1990 ruling that gave government
greater leeway to interfere with religious practices

Public and parochial schools, often church-state
battlegrounds, are involved in two other pending
cases — one from New York and the other from
Arizona

The justices are to decide whether public
schools in the Long Island community of Center
Moriches, traditionally open to outside groups lor
use during off hours, may ban such access if the
planned use is religious in nature

A dispute from Tucson asks whether publi
school districts may provide sign-language inter-
preters for deaf students in religious s hools with
out violating the constitutionally required separa
tion of church and state

A free speech case stems from riminal prosecu-
tions of pornographers and drug traffickers

The court is to decide whether the government
may seize virtually all assets — buildings, cash
and inventory worth an estimated $25 million in
the Minnesota case before it from pornogra-
phers convicted of selling some obscene materials

The scope of government regulation over com
mercial speech 1s being studied by the court in a
case from Virginia and North Carolina

The justices are to decide whether television and
radio stations based in states that ban lotteries may
be barred from airing commercials promoting a
neighboring state's lottery. Virginia runs a state lot-
tery, but lotteries are illegal in North Carolina
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CASH FOR BOOKS

monday-friday 9-5:00 saturday 9-2:00

two locations

QUALITY USED TEXTBOOKS

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON,
LANE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
LINFIELD COLLEGE

LAYAWAY NEXT TERMS BOOKS

no money down
bring your author, title, and edition
find your books - pay by June 26

Smith Family Bookstore

textbook and general bookstore
(across from Sacred Heart Hospital - near the U of O campus)

768 East 13th Avenue

345-1651

general books

(across from the post office near the Hilton/Hult Center)

525 Willamette Street

343-4717

textbooks may be sold at either store
monday-friday 9-5:00 saturday 9-2:00

This Week's

Luncheon Specials

Nasi Raman

$4.75

to learn

I'he School of Journalism and

experience:

CRN 4276242764

o umentary progpect

CRN 4276542766

on Creative editing

This is the Summer

CREATIVE VIDEO

YOUR DOCUMENTARY

Communication offers two courses to give
you a complete video field production

« 1 4100510 Video Field Production 3 Credits

1230-1420 MUWH weeks | -4 Shemnitts

Dievelop, plan and and shost your personal wideno
« ] 417510 Video Editing 3 credits

12301420 MUWH weeks 5-8 Willingham

Complete your documentary in this inlens g oure

Write it
Shoot it
Edit it

Show it

Open to Non-Majors
Call 346-4205 or
3461977 for
registration
information

NEW SUMMER SCHOOL
COURSE

This is a course designed for
undergraduate, graduate and law
students, as well as members of the
community. It will examine the
relationship between individual rights and
community values. Themes cutting across

these topics will be: What happens when

rights conflict with each ather? When they

conflict with fundamental community
values? Can nghts and community
co-exist? What's wrong with rights?

What's wrong with community?

* five week coure
* 3 Credits for non-law students
* 7 credits for law students

* Pass | No Pass

Class meets Mondays & Wednesdays
( except for July 4th weekend )
From 4:30 - 6:15 pm

in room 125, Law Center

For information call 346-3853 - Law School
For registration, see Summer School
Catalog
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