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In Defense of a Little Virginity

amessage from Focus on the Family

The federal
govermment has
spent almost

$3 billion of our
taxes since 1970
lo promote
contraceptives and
“safe sex” among
our teenagers. Isn't
it time we asked,
What have we

gotten for
our money?
These are the facts:

* The lederal Centers for Dvgase
Comtrod exiimaie that theee are oow |
rnlhon cases o HIV mdection
QTN

* | an [0 siudents cosmung o the
Uraverury of Tesas health center now
cames the deadly virus

* The rate of heteronenual HIV
tranamisain has increased H9 unoe
Scptember [N

* Sevually transmitied dneases
ISTUR ) indent ¥ mallion leenager
anrwally ©

6 VE of all STD Cases ougur wng
perans bess than 2% years of age

o | mullion new canes of pelvic
i lanmatony dncase ouour annually ©

o 1V mllaon new cases of pomerhcs
oovur annually | strasms of posorrhes
have developed that ane resisiant w
penwillin

* Syphilen s ot M0 your high with
1L pew nkoctions per yoar ”

= SELIN new canes of herpes ocour
anmally s estimetod thae 1647 of
the U S pepulatinm ags 15 74
mlectod, titaling nuwe than 2% millen
Armcrioans  aming coftain proups. the
wboution rate s as high o BFE T

o 4 bl cases of chlamydis ooour
aneally ' HOE MR O 1S 1009 year
v e infoviad

o There e s 24 imalleon Cases ol
Pt peapelhonns sirus (HPV L with o
haghnt prosakom e wneng o

Tor dhane, ovur 20 difToront and
dangrrerian wovsally ranamaliod docaes
are rampant smong the young Adkd o
thest the proshlcnm s nated with
P e heturod nfeniliy
abwwtsons and infecied newboems The
comi o this epademmi s stagpenng, hoth
o b suflenng and in cxpem .o
wwwety. yet epsdermokgiss tell us
we s only seen the heginning

Incredibly, the “safe-sex” purus and
condiom promcters who guf s usio tha
meers are ll determuning our podicy
regunding adodescend e rualiy Thew
wheas have fauded, and o 0 ame & rethank
thewr hankrgpt podcses.

Mo kong has it been since you ve
heand anyvone kel leenagens why it s o
thetr advantage 1o reman virgins until
marmed ' The Lacts are being withhekd
frownn them, wath g conseguences
Unless we conne G e with the
achness that stalks o penctaton of
Amencans. woen promscuty will
continue, and mullons of Kids
thinking they are protected  wall
sufler for the rest of ther bives. Many
will die of AIDS

There s only one salie wiy fo renusn
healthy i the msdst of 3 sovual
revodution s o abstan from
intervoune untill mamage . and then wed
and he Casthiul Wy an uminfecied partner
s a comoepd that was widely endoeed
wn wnwcty untl the 196k Suwe then. a
“tetier sioa” has come along one
that nos threatens the entire human
Tarmaly

T stable guestions we rased
whenever abstinence is proposad. It s
e we gave s oloar answen

Why, apert from
ma,—m
wenagrrs should br aght o
shatain from wi untll marriege?

N other approach o the epsdemsc of
serually trammiticd docanes will work
The wicallod “wafewer™ wlobion i a
dvanter in the making Condoms can lal
ot beant 147 pervent of the e annually
n preventing pregnancy * They fail
W pervent of the time annually n
PEEVETLING PICEnan y M yURIng.
urmamied munonty women. In g study
o horwone vual men, the Brisesh Mool
Jomsrmasl reponted the fabure rate due 10
shppage and breakage 10 be 26 percent
Civen thewe fimbings it i obsaous why
we have a word for peopie who rely
on conbems an @ moams of harth
comtmd We call them

‘parcrts

Hemembenng that
@ WOaTEan Lan
concerve only one of
o disys ot maonth,
we can only pucs
b hagh the Twhure
rate for condoms.
it he in preventing
drseane. whach can be
rareamitbed WS days
et your! If the
devioes are med i
progerty, o if they sip
sl OnCE, virses and
hactena are exchanged
and the disease prowess hegins, One
mistahe after S0 “protecied” eprsodes s
all ot pahes to contract 8 sevually

e o The damage n done
& ungle munent when rational
thought i overridden by pasaion

Thime wheo woukd depend on s
e ure @ method e une i property
i every oucaseon. and even then a high
Tahure rate o beought abost by Tackon
heyond thew contnd. The young yictim
whw i bk by hes clden. that this lintle
Laten device i “safe” may not know he
i rking Wickong pan and cven death
fow s bt winchow of pleassre What
a hurden s place on an wmmature mind
andd oy

Then we must recogniie that there
ary other differemoes hevwern pregnancy
preventnon and dicase prevention. HIV
w1725 the widh of sperm.’ and can
o canaly theough even the senaliest
pagn m oondonn. Resean hers sudying
surpwal ghoves made out of Latex, e
e irasterial m coedomes, found

hanacls of § mscroos that penctraked
the entire thacknos of the ghove ™
HIV measisres | mscne  Civen thewe
Tradinggs. what rare ol indormcd poiosn
womihd trust his on her very e e anch
ey arvmwe
_ This surely explas wivy not one of
N senokognds af 3 conference a few
vears agn rarsed a hand when sshed of
they wawkd trust 3 tun rubber sheath 10
protect them dunng mlerioune with 3
known HIV nfecied peran. ™ Wha
could blame them™ They re m crary,
aler all And yet they re perfectly
willing 0 tell our ks that “wale sy s
withun reach and that they can shoep
arvmand wath impunity

There is only one way 10 protect
ounelves from the deadly discases that
Ise i wat. It s abwtinence before
mamage. then mamage and mutusl
fidelity fow life W an unindecied partnes
Arvthing bews i potentually swdal

Sone will Some won 't It s will the
only answer Bt let's talk about an
“unworkable solution” of the first onder
Since 1970, the federal povernment has
spent nearly $3 ballon 1o promaoke
contraception and “safe sex” This year
alone. 480 mullon of your s dollars
will po down that drun' ' (Compared
with less than S8 malbon for abstinence
programs. which Sen Teddy Kennedy
and company have sought repeatedty o
climinate aliogether | banl it bme we ash
what we ve potien for our money * Afler
22 veans and nearty $3 nlhon, some S8
pervent of ieenage gurls under 18 sull dd
ot use contraception duning ther first
intervoune Furthermaore, leenagens
tend 1o keep having unpeotecied

imerconane fiw a full year, on average,
Mwuﬂuminﬂd
contraception  Thst i the sscess rato
of the experts who call abntinence
“unrcalintic” and “unworkabic

Even if we spent another 350 ballon
10 promote condeorm sage. Mo
oenagers would sull not use them
conuntently and properly. The nature of
husman bengs and the pansson of the act
umply do not lond thermacives 10 8
drciplined response in young romants s

But if you knew a teenager was
guing (o have intercourse,
wouldn't you tesch him or bher
shout proper condom usage?

Noi, bovause that pproach has an
unintended conseguence The process of
revommending condom uage 1o
teenagens inevitably conveys five
dangenun sdeas (1) that “safe
sea” o achicvable, (2) tha
everyhody i dosng it () that
respunchie mbults expect them
1o do it (4) that it’'s a pood
thing. and (5) that thewr peerns

anything we do lo umply that “every
by s downg i resolts i more ol
fewer people whe give the game a

wdincawe  they radically increase o'
Want proof of that fx1” Since the

Itcad. they continue o
kot Congress and

comporate Asnenica b maoee
ey Civen the

How much nsk i acooptable when
you're talking about your teenager’s ife
One study of mamed couples in whach
one parntner was infected with HIV fosind
that | 7% of the panners using condoms
for protection sl caught the virus within
& year and a half ™ Telling our oens 10
“reduce their risk” 10 one i six (17%) i

difference v that with a gun, death is
quicker. Suppose your son of deughter
were jouning an | §-n.onth dydiving club
of ax members. If you knew that one of
thew parachutes would definnely fail.
wouk! you recommend that they simply
buckie the chunes tighter” Certanly not
You would sy, Please don'| jump
Youar life s ot stake”™ How could a
kving parent do lews

It s & popular myth that ieenagen r

are incapable of understanding that i
i i thewr best interest 1o save
themselves until marmage Almeost
65 percent of all high school females
under |8 are vurgus
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A few years ago in Lexingion, Ky . @
vouth cvent wan held that featured no
sports, conted, o rock groups- just an
ex convict named Harold Morms talking
abwnt abstinence. among other subyects

says kadh won 1 histen 1o thes
time homwred message

Fven wem wheo have
heen swaually active can
chonne 1o stop. Thas i ofien
called “secondary virginity,”
a pood concept that conveys
the wica that kids can stan
over. One young girl recently
wiole Ann Landen o sy
she wished she had kept
her vugunty | signang the
letter, “Sorry | didnt and
wish | could take it back ™ As
responsible adults we noed 10 iell
her that even though she canl go
back, she can go forward. She can
regain her self-respect and prosect her
health, because i's never 0o late 10 stant
saying “no” 10 premantal sex.

Even though the safe-sex
adyocates predominats in
rducational circies, are there no
pasitive examples of abetinence-
hased programa for kids?

Thankfully, some excellent programs
have heen developed
Teen Asd arnd Chicago’s Sosthwest
Parents Comminee are good examples
S0 are Neat Generation in
Chences in California snd Respect Inc. in
Minows. Ouher curmculs sach as Foving
Realiry, Sex Rexpect. Me. My World, My
Future. Rearonable Reavons w0 Wat,
Sen Love & Chowews, FACT S e,
arc all abstinerce themed programs o
help kids make good sevual decissons

A good cumculum for nner-city
youth s Elayne Beanett's Best F nends
Progrem This wocesaful “mentoning
progect helps adolescents in Washsngion,
DC. graduse from high school and
remaun sbstinent. In five yeans, not one
fermale has become pregnant whide in the

Best Friends Progrom'
Establishang and nurunng
shatinence wieas with kids,
however, can be like spatting
ko the wind Mot hecane
they win 't linden. hecause
mamt will Bt pro
abntinerce
Meages are
drowmned out in
asca o ok
WEn-ACL i
ey ilable use - a
condom

pq-mhimh
“sale-swen

h\lm“‘hﬂ\lﬂ‘.\n‘l
the cable iclevinn entiics ae wiinging
thewr hands shout this lemble cpsdemic

of AIDS. They profess 1 be very
concemed ahout those who arc infecied

cnocutives and movie mogubs have
contnbuted mughtily 1o the exisience of
this plague. For decades, they have
depacted teons and young adults
climbang in and out of cach other's beds
like s many sexual robots. Only the
nerds were shown W be chaste, and they
were ton stupsd of ugly 10 find partnens

Of coune. the beautiful voung actin
in those stcamy dramas noever faced any
conseguences for thewr seaual
indulgence No one ever came down
with herpes, of syphalis, or d‘!l.mmha o
pehvc inflammatony discase
mnferlity. or AIDS, o ’m-ul warn, of
cervical cancer No paticnis were ever
tokd by a physician that there was no
cure for thew disease o that they
would have 10 deal with the pan
fiow the rest of thewr lives No
onc ever heand that gemital
cancen asociated with the
human paplioma virus
(HPV ) kill more women than
AIDS.™ or that strans of
ponorrhea are now resistant o
penscillin

No, there was no
downsade 1 all looked
like so much
fun. But what a
Prce we are
paying now fof
the lies we have been

w.mmmmumué
federal Centers for Disease Control and
the City of New York is entitled, “Teens
Have the Right.” and is apparently
intended 1o free adolescents from adult
authonty Inside are the uix declarations
that make up a “Teenager's Bill of
Rights.” as follows

* | have the nght 1o think for myself

* | have the nght 10 decide whether 1o
have sex and wholm| w0 have it with

* | have the right 10 use protection
when | have sex

* | have the night 10 buy and use
condoms

* | have the nght 10 express myself.

* | have the nght 10 ask for help if |
need it

Under thas final em (the nght o ask
fow help) s a list of onganszations and
phone numbers that readens are
ernonraged W call The philosophy that
poverms several of the organizatons
reflects the homosexual agenda. which
inchudes recnuiment of the young and
vigorous promotion of a teen s nght 1o
sovual expression

Your tan dollary at wirk!

Surely there are other Amencans
who recopnize the danger now
thrcaterung a gencration of our et and
beyghtest. 11 s time 10 speak up for an
o) fashsonwd vadue called virginas
N, ey tham ever, virtioe v g
ey calily

11 yimi agree with Focus on the
Fauruly that it 1 time fow a new approach
o dobescent sexuality, tear out thes ad
and save it Take ot w0 your neat schood
boserd mecting Send it 10 your
Cungressman of senator [ sinbuie
copees 1o the PTA And by all meam,
shase it with your leenagers. Begn o
proste abstinence hefore mamage o
the only healihy way W survive this

Please wie the coupon beliow 1o
M" ol el Al Y .

There is no charge fou i However, vour
suppoet is requaesied for an upecoming TV
program for leenagers on thiy imp

Jape Your commenis are alus sodss ihend

. Copryrght V802 Focus on e Famey

| wnnd 10 SUPPO & NEBONA! IPlVSOn DIOROCAS! ON bAbNe e and
heip Focus on the Famiy reach out 1o Amenca s uas

Pease send me copees Of the Dookiet ’
Teacteng Your Kids o Say No 10 Sen ”
g0 10 FREE — Mome P 10 X5¢ sact”) L1 s
Poase vord me copees of Fus ad l
U 1 10 FREE — Mors Pan 10 296 sach®) FXITY H
| am enclosng @ tax-deductible g of l
208 AP
Your Name e S £
Address g 24 l
o =R State Zp
Phone . I -
Paats make ach 0 Focus on P Farrely Cig Pes repey torm and send # - g I
s woh e 1o Focus on he Farey Cownado Sprrge. OO 8099
Or cad 1-TT820-6307
Bgpested Jorahon Scon.
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