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the offices of Chi Alpha and Stu-
dents for Choice
opposing walls, so when direc-
tors of these groups work. they
sil hack-to-back
ecach organization practically

Slogans from
scream at each other "Froe
lom Means Choice™ 10 “"Free
Hibles

Suite 5 is the smallest and mos!
eclectic of the student suites
located in the wide basement of
the EMU. In addition to Ch
Alpha, Students for Choice and
the Jewish Student Union, it
houses the EMU Board of Direc-
tors, the Panhellenic and Inter-
fraternity councils, the Rental
Information Office and the Chi-
nese Student Association

l'he purpose of each office is
unique: Go to one corner for ¢ ul-
tural exchange, another for a new
ipartment, another for a bumper
sticker, (n Til.!' \\-r|:.\- are maps ol
Serviee

Eugene, community

plaques, newspaper clippings
about Billy Graham crusades and
a Pensacola abortion clinu
Despite the multiple personali
ties of the suite, its patrons
describe a harmonious co-exis-
fence
“There is alwavs a ton of stuft
to look at,”” said Brenda Wood of
the Rental Information Office
From the vantage point of her
desk, one can see the divergent
How to Be a Fabulous
and “Open Minded-

Ness or I'.III}"l\ Headedness!™

|,mn‘.v{\_

Feminist

‘We have some pretty inter
esting conversations,” said Matt
Fallman, director of Chi Alpha
He indicated the Students for
Choice desk

I'hev have their beliels, and
“That's
what diversity is about. We get
along fine.”

In Suite 5, voices carry over
partitions, and smells of magic
markers, fish and citrus-scented
air freshener compete with each
other, Everything in Suite 5 is
permeable, Sometimes people
leave the suite to conduct busi-
ness because the space doesn’t
allow privacy

“The frats and us have over
heard each other's conversations
for a decade,” said Jonah Book-
stein of the Jewish Student
Union. The JSU is tucked in the
back corner, partitioned between
the Chinese and greek associa-
tions. The walls are decked with

we have ours,” he said
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posters of Israel, and the book-
cases and literature racks are
loaded with books and papers

Bookstein described the union
as a cultural support network
where Jewish students can come
in, relax on the couch, pick up
literature and make connections

“To make 0 community out ol
an ethnic group. when everyone
has different religious, « ultural
and class ba Ly_.’r:ullliﬁ wit have
to create a place where people
foel they have a part,” Bookstein
saud

I'he open structure of Suite 5
doesn’t alwavs allow students to
speak freely when they come to
the |SU., Bookstein said, espe-
cially when it comes to issues of
anti-Semitism

Tallman, although his organi
zation 1s not of the same genre of
a student union, also said he
took students out of Suite 5 to
other areas of the EMU because
“some counseling requires more
privacy Both Chi Alpha and
Students for Choice have one
auxiliary chair, stowed next to
their desks, and no
walls

internal

Speaking freely isn’t a concern
for students in the Chinese Stu

dent Association, whose fluid

Mandarin can be heard almost
any time of day. Adjacent to JS1
the association’s blank walls and
wooden benches stand in stark
contrast. But the Taiwanese flag,
suspended from the corner ceil
ing. hangs analogously to the
hlue-on-white Star of David

Like the ]S, the Chinese Stu
dent Association is a group that
shares culture and ethnicity
Unlike the JSU, the orgamzation
doesn't lack privacy

“The main purpose for us is to
keep good relations between Chi
nese and American students,”
said Ming Fang Li, association’s
vice pn-suil'u! “"Whenever we
design activities, we hope Amer-
ican people can join in. This is
not a private place.”

The association also helps stu-
dents from Taiwan with the tran-
sition to life at the University,
particularly with the English lan-
guage. The busiest time of day for
the Chinese Student Association
is noon, when many students
come to use the microwave and
visit during lunch

“When I'm hungry it smells
good, but sometimes the fish
smell bothers me and | get out my
citrus spray. Sometimes | open
the doors, but then the posters
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Suite 5 acts as a genuine melting pot of cultures and ideas.

blow down,” said Wood, whose
file cabinets stand flush against
the association’s walls,

With all of the organizations in
Suite 5, there is no shortage ol
posters. Group representatives
gave differing views on how win-
dow space is used, some calling
| (lllll’l'!l[illl} fur S]lﬂ(." on ”!l'
floor-to-ceiling glass panes “win-
dow wars'’ and others denying
any conflict.

“People don't come here to
discuss issues of their religion or
mce,” said Hugh Jensen, greek tri-
bunal chairman. “Our office has
a different atmosphere (than the
student unions). They have
couches and microwaves. Our
work is more administrative. Peo-
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ple don't come here to lounge

Dodge said working in Suite 5

has given her a chance to meet
wople she otherwise may noever
Im\m come into contact with
“We “all know each other's
names,” she said. 1 like sharing
office space.”

Traffic is constant through
Suite 5, and students navigate
the narrow paths between desks
deftly. At any time, the sounds
of Mandarin, Yiddish and Eng-
lish could collide, and some-
one's phone is always ringing.

Whether it is competing nois-
es or competing agendas that
meet in Suite 5, Wood may have
the best advice, ' You just have
to listen closer,” she said
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rnights and we need to explain
that to people.’

Ron Schiittler
student and member of Citi

1 Liniversity

zens Uinited Against Discrim

mation apresd  that  the
language change means hitt ler
Its still a direat attempt to

keep gays and leshians from
having direct access to legal
And ado

acoess o

recourse.” he h.nl*
lescents doserve
information thot's relevant to
their lives, This is an attempt
at social engineering.”
Weige! said the issue ol
teaching  children  about
homosexuality is a moot point
ot the moment, because there

s no such curriculum in state

primary i secondary
st hools

Waeigel added that gavs and
leshians aren’t looking for the
minority status that would
give them access 1o, for exam

jl]-- ihirmative action oppor

Tunities
What we

the same Kind of consideration

want is to have

under the law as anvone else
does, so tha! we know we
can’t be dhiscrmminated against
unfairly and we have some
recourse lor Thllllx'.-- like hate
crimes,” she said

Schhittler said G-PAC, as
Citizens United Against Dis
crmination is known, will use
similar stralegies that were
eflective in deleating Measure
9

We need to identily our
-nllliurl"lvl'- and be sure those
|l|'||||[!' hre rl';;iufl'll'ii 1o viole
he said. “And we really noewed
to educate people about the
broader, conservative, Tunda
mentalist agenda.”

Weigel sald the group will
also focus attention on the
nearby towns ol Veneta,
Oakridge,  Junction  City,
Creswell and Cottage Grove,
where the OCA is trying to
put local anti-gay rights mea-
sures on ballots prior to the
pnlunlml statewide vote next
yuwar

Political action groups have
formed in each of those com-
munities, Weigel said, and C-
PAC will assist them

Weigel and Schlittler said
they believe the issue will ulti-
mately be settled in the courts.
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