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Ex-skinhead reflects on life after acquittal

How like to
ATw Sta}’ SALEM (AP) - Cotton, accused of helping to plan the mother left on an errand. She never
5 on the t Yolanda Cotton hasn’t  revenge firebombing, was asleep in her  returned.
ADi 2 at talked much since she  apartment at the time of the fire. Cotton was eventually adopted by a fos-
1 r<a was acquitted of mur- Her attorney, Mark Geiger, believes that  ter family.

Cotton needed to fit in with friends as a

der in a racially moti-
“family substitute.”

vated firebombing that

Oregon Electric

Her new father was a Baptist minister, and
he and his wife had two oﬁiar children. She

Stﬂthﬂ? , killed two people. “In most f_nmilias there is no condition for  ¢oon became alienated from the family she
Run in the Saferide But what the 20-year-old former skinhead  love,” he said. “I think she felt she couldn’t  degcribes as “really religious.”
did say in an interview with The Oregonian el love without ... conditions. With her - i -
Fun Run Sunday suggests she longed to belong, even to some- Friends. one of those conditions may have intﬁl:::::‘ ]r::e;g‘:llls:)l:;:!;;gzdtft:?% ;l;.\“:nnﬂ
May 9th. thinig castradims. been becoming a racist.” the foll;mwing y;ar Cotton gave birth to a
L Her boy[riend and two friends were con- Edwards and Tucker had driven to the  paby oirl But sh d Wil lacked #
Registration fee $15 _ . : , : aby girl. But she an son lacked mon
victed of the murders April 8 and will be  apartment where Cotton lived with Wilson o 4,4 oave up the infant for adoption.
Register betwees 9-10 sentenced May 13, to put together the Molotov cocktails. Cotton = 0 o0 05 of their friends in
4. o BW (ourtyard and gt Sean R. Edwards, 22, and Leon Tucker, 22,  said she tried to talk Wilson out of partici- Saleni: e fkinhond-; .
t 2 Pua Bam it tossed the Molotov cocktails into a basement  pating. ~ : oy d b ki h 4 4k
: For more information call 346-0653 apartment Sept. 26, killing Brian Mock, 45, Cotton had no family support at the six- 'd"";ﬂs trendy ‘Oh, “k a3 ”‘h ead,  § ]‘l'
and Hattie Mae Cohens, 29. Prosecutors said ~ week trial, said.”You're not thinking what it's a

about.”

Cotton said she has renounced her racist
views, but not her friends.

And she has decided to remain in Salem.

' get stared at a lot.” she said. "I think I'm
getting used to it now."

As a preschooler, she was raped and beat-
en by her mother’s boyfriend, Geiger said
during the trial. Cotton's mother, who was
mentally retarded, was unable or unwilling
to stop the abuse.

One day, when Cotton was school age, her

Edwards and Tucker were angry at some
: black friends of Cohens with whom they had
fought earlier.

Cotton's boyfriend, Philip Wilson Jr., 21,
helped make the incendiary devices and
drove the pair to the Salem apartment.
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