Everyone juggles in Mike Garling's class at Corridor Elementary
School. Here the class practices on rings before a big performance.
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MING

€€ ho wants to juggle torches?” a
teacher asked 34 elementary school
students. A number of hands eager-

Iy went up, followed by a chorus of high-pitched
“Me, me, me."”

This is a question that would probably horrify a
number of parents. However. at Corridor Elemen
tary School on River Road, juggling is part of the dai
Iy curriculum

“We have found that juggling is an excellent way
1o teach kids how to concentrate on one thing. When
they are juggling they have to stay
focused or they will drop their
objects.” said Mike Garling, the
director of the program

The juggling program was start
ed 10 years ago at Corridor by
teacher Ken Coleman

“Ken was killed in a car acci
dent, and 1 knew the program had
1o continue because i1 was so pop
ular with the kids, so | learned
how to juggle,” Garling said

Garling said many of the kids
am better than him at juggling and
have taught one another how o
juggle. This is an important part
of the program, he said

Garling said the kids have pro
gressed dramatically in the past
few years. The kids who have
been involved in the program for three or lour years
are now juggling machetes and lighted torches. They
learn a lot of their tricks through teaching them
selves, he said

The kids at Corridor have comae a long way, Gar
ling said. They have performed at the Hult Center
every other yvear and in the yearly Eugene Celebra
tion parade

I'heir most notable national Gppearance was las

L]
February in the inaugural parade in Washington,
D.C. The Corridor jugglers were the only Oregon rep
resentatives in the parade, Garling said

“1 have never been anywhere, and | got to go on
a plane to Washington. It was cool,” said a smil
ing 10-year-old Ryan Quesembary

Bevond the fun the kids have in learning how to
]II:L'J{I!' they also learn how to be self-confident
through their public performances. They have per.
formed in front of youth groups, Parent Teacher
Association groups and retirement homes, Garling
sald

“Juggling keeps these kids out of trouble. When
they aren’t practicing, they are teaching one anoth
er,” Garling said

After the children leave Corri-
dor school, some go on to Kelly
Da Vinci Middle School, Cur-
rently at Kelly Da Vinci, they don’t
have a juggling class

Next year it will be different,
though. Catherine Webb, a teacher
at Kelly Da Vinci school, will be
facilitating o juggling class next
vear and is currently supervising
it as an after-school program

“1 don't really juggle, but I'm
learning,” Webb said. The kids’
enthusiasm sparked her interest
in putting together the program at
Da Vinci.

She said next year she will help
students raise money for their
expenses. All the ideas and plan-
ning for the fundraisers will be coordinated by the
kids

“The money they raise will be used to bring jug-
glers from the community into the class,” Webb said
There is a large juggling community in Oregon, he
said.

This large juggling community is quickly grow-
ing with every new school year. “Juggling is impor-
tant to these kids,"” Garling said.

“Hey Mike, can I take some pins home to practice
with,” a child asked from across the room.

“Sure,” Mike said, smiling. “See what | mean?”
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Five-year-old
Amanda Hoff-
man practices
Juggling
scarves, the

preferred item
for beginners.
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Cathrine Webb
shows
Nicholas Tre-
bon (in back)
and Nicholas
Landis the
proper method
for team Jug-

gling.
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