4
1

S

The reinvention

s 1t possible to reinvent your sound after

making music for more than 173 vears?

fh'fn"f he Mode may have ma ”UIL'J\'! to do

just that on aits 10th album, Songs of
Faith and Devouon.

We never really want to repeat ourselves, savs Slayen
old kevboardist Andrew Fletcher, "We were very consorous
that the Last album was such a success, Thas album s much
looser and s less programmed.”

Fasentially, Songs s kind of a mid-lite musical cosas fon
DeMode. Just a few vears ago, the Brinsh toursome graced
every teen magazane cover on the newsstand. But the new
songs carefully take apart the concept of Depeche as mere
Euro-pop pinups. From the harsh shneking sound on the
opening of 1 Feel You,” the group s telling s audhendce
ity time o wake up. While a severe call o anms s neces
sary alter o threeyear hatus, Songs also must be interpret
ed as a transtormation tor the group. With s full musical
spectrum sound, this album is the antthesis of the synth
pop beats that first gave the band notonen
“Verny

early on o our career, we did a lot of teen magaznes. We

“Who we appeal to surprises us.” Fletcher savs

wanted to aim for a paracolar audience. Now, we iy not 1o
atm at any audience. We make music tor ourselves and
whoever hkes i, hkes it

I Tt musie huas ma Ll!llnllvhnv:'ﬂ and I jree he Mode s
hoping the audience who likes it may well have done th
samne. Songs muarks the first e that Flewcher, lead vocalisg
David Gahan, songwriter Marun Gore and kevboardist
ALan Wilder have won ked with ourside musicans

“Our producer, Flood (172, Nine Inch Nas), encow
aged us 1o change all of our rales about sounds and instro
ments,” Fletcher savs. “He convinced us to use strngs and

Qi l\lu'i stngers.”

“We make music for ourselves
and whoever likes it, likes it.”

Fletcher says the group always has been hesitant o allow
other partcipants to enter its small arcle. "Marun was
very agaimst the wdea,” he savs. “He always telt that even
sound should be produced by us or it wouldn't be soultul
I think those [outside ] influences play keyv roles on thas
album.”

Ihe British group, whose first album was released in
1981, 1s among the most influental in the arena of elec-
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It was not until “Personal Jesus,”™ a
dance rack from Vielator, tha llt'ljl'l he even ?N'g.lll 1o

tromic-based misi
mcorporate guitars into its songs. “1 Feel You,” the first
single from Songs, relies heavily on scathing guitar nifls w
carmy s aggressive sound. TTes not very representative ol
Fletcher adds

Ihe song, i Lact, seems inconsistent among the merm

the rest of the album

gorround of mood swings evident on the remaming nine
tracks. Its also the only commeraally accessible cut on
the new album. 1 thmnk there's a lot that grows on you on
thas album, ™ Fletcher savs, "1 takes tme. 1Us not an ainstant
album.”

Some standard Depeche ingredients do exist on the new
album. The music, at nmes, leaves the histener with a leek
g of impending doom much like 1985's Black Celebration.

Depech

Songs hike “Higher Love™ and the gospeldlavored “Get
Right With Me™ convey a positive outlook not typical of
Gore's olten morose world view

Fletcher says Songs represents both a personal and pro-
fessional coming-ob-age for the group’s members. He and
Gore both became tathers while the album was being
recorded. Wilder, who oversees the production aspects
with Flood, tested the use of live drums on many of the
songs. “He's been working out lately because he hasn't
drummed in vears,” Fletcher says with a laugh

For Gahan, this work showcases an exceptional amount
of vocal growth. “Dave went through tremendous emo-
tonal raumas,” Fletcher says. “His big release was defi
mitely through the vocals on this album. Whereas before
he was perhaps a bit lazy, he really applied himself thas
time. He put a lot more emotion into his voice and is
singing perhaps the best he's ever sung before ™

Whether or not this album achieves the commercial suc
cess of the Last, its breadth of change should appeal to the
college audience that has long supported the group. Songs
adheres 1o the Depeche formula for releasing only quality
material

And the group is looking forward 1o a lengthy world
tour to showcase that quality. Beginning in Europe this
summer and armving in the United States by the fall, the
show will make use of the guitars, live drums and gospel
sounds heard on the new album

“There's a special atmosphere created in a live setting,”
he says. "1 don’t know if it's just because our music tends
to transfer well 1o a live situation or not. You'd think that it
would not. People are so used to seeing the same type of
band on stage. We just look a bit different, 1 guess.”

He adds with a laugh, “This time we want to look just
like a standard rock band.” a

redemption of “Get
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