A Fresh Depeche * Cut the Knife « You Gotta Try Lulabox
Good Music Goes Way of Dinosaur Jr. + Chris Isaak Croons
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Where You Been? Sire and fun music with good gurtar work and

ere You Been? (Sire) intelligent Iveics, thas album s worth giving
L & & & up part of your tuition tees | Steve

Once agan Iinosanr ]l s proven the
only thing that remains static about this
Band s s ability to make good music. With
thewr Litth L, Where
You Been?, | Mascis
with Mike Johnson and
Murph continue what
they started back in the
club
seene durnimg the nad
Nils

Massachusetis

ll"'\ II-I\I lll'l‘"'ll iy
pronecy a4 powel pop stvle with stunming
guitar work, personal lynes and straight
forward edge, a sivle they share with bands
ke Husker Do, Somie Youth and The
Replacements

Where You Been ? delivers 10 songs with no
filler and 1s one ol the more solid albums
out i record stores. Both the | I' and the
tirst single, “Start Choppin',” are hoverning
i the top five ol the college charts — a I
tng tribute to Dinosaur o, which helped
detine the sound we call altermative

In tact, without bands hke Dhnosaur Ji
the Seattle grunge sound sull would be el
egated to obscoure Tanch singles

Ihos album s worth far more than s
weight i alcohol, so don’t hesitate to part
with next weekend's beer money for this

Cordova, Daily Bruan, U, of Californmia, Los
Angeles

Lulabox
Lulabox (Shock ink)
b & &

Mom always sand, “Don’t be advad 1o iy
new thangs, ™ and that advice holds here
Better than hima beans, though, it s
Lulabox. Nothing to fear here but mood
swings of music and luldhike davdieams ol
imdeasive rhvihim

I his selb-utled debut
album s a followup 1o
the Britush
trve s biest EP released
Full Bleed
featured the doving

Amencan
(o tober
but whaming sounds ol

Ride (in
unceruanty ol

andd the
Ivory Hall

Vocalhist Mary Cassidy Tassos a note
around isell then drops it o pick another
But in so doing, the Ivinies oliten are
drowned and lost to those who « TR sing
along. She's at her best on the hghter songs
“Caving It Away ™ and “Ava

This band is 4 unique amalgam ol van
ous sounds. Lulabox has the guar ong

nality of Lush, the dreamy abstractness ol
Caoctean Twins and mavbe tiny winges ol
the Sundavs with simmilar note-bending vet
deeper, less endeanng v als

Lhe band s hike a child having fun
Lulabox plays peek-a-boo with teelings and
sitianions but refuses to tace realities head
on

A seesaw of moodiness, this dise s maxi

mized on randomly selected play. ® Lisa

Marie Rovito, The Post, Ohio U,

Shonen Knife
Let's Knife (Virgin)
*

I the Ramones were reincarnated as
three Asian wormen and hocally mfluenced
by the Godo's, the repercussion would be
Shonen kmte, the threesonme Ilnml.qp.m

I he band's debut albam, Let's Knife, tea
tures the flemale tnio
slamming on guitar
Brass and drums e
ducing coarse guitar

chords and hardcore

drum beats with play

ful singang that, at fust

Iy quaite tanny 1 hie
imsullerably catchy pop
songs bounce from the speakers, lulling
vou into a sort of Smurlsmect-the-Sex
Pistorls trande

But then Shonen Knfe starts o lose its
edge. Four songs mto the album, the novel
v ood thie REOUP Wears thin

Fach song begins to sound exactly alike
a recurming downtall for so many bands on

thenr first magor Label Shonen knte quick

Iv cuts into the nenves

NoL Shonen Kndde s not onginal. But
more inportant, it doesn’t work. The band
mirrors the Ramones !hlnlu{hulll the
album, even though the Ivows are its own
Ihe tno croons about those heavy, real-hile
issues: fhving pellvbeans, nding a rocket
black hish and the best port « leaner i the
Wil lll

Shonen kfe's povaal, loud music s ans
thing but dull. But Let’s Knife becomes so
annoving that thas utensil should be keptin
the drawer. ® Andrew Johnson, the Lantern,
The Ohio State U,
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Brooder Chris faak
well as new material from the album Baby

in the studio

Brooding crooner Chris Isaak will confront the challenge of following up the huge success
of "Wicked Game” (and its soft-porn wideo companion) with the new album San Francisco
Days. scheduled for release this spring. It features a lighter, more
upbeat sound. Watch for a tour this summer

Fans of The Replacements have ample reason to dance in the
streets nowadays The band’s demise has spawned a solo project by
drummer Chris Mars and a new band with bassist Tommy Stinson
The real musical treat, however, promises to be the June release of
14 Songs, the long-anticipated solo debut by pop genius Paul
Westerberg Can the teacher keep up with his pupils? We'll see

Former Blake Babies lead singer Julianna Hatfield 1s finishing up
work on the follow-up to her first solo album, Hey Babe The new
P record features Scott Litt (of R.E.M.-producing tame) behind the
LA boards and is due for a July release

Blur hits the music stands this spring with the projected arrval of
a compilation album. Essential will include past dream-pop hits as

And hold on to your flannel. England’s Brand New Heavies are in London working on a
album for release sometime this summer_ ® Eric Geyer, Daily Texan, U. of Texas

on the road

A brief look at April/May concen listings

Jesus Jones: Norfolk, VA, 4/27. Washington, DC, 4/28. New Orleans. LA, 5/1, Chicago, IL
5/7. Universal City, CA, 5/13; Oakland, CA, 5/15

Sting with dada: Berkeley, CA. 4/30, 5/1, Seattle, WA 53 Costa Mesa. CA. 577, Los Angeles
CA. 5/8-10; San Diego. CA. 5/12. Las Vegas NV. 5/14-16, Salt Lake City. JT, 5/18; Red Rocks
€O, 5/19; Oklahoma City, OK, 521, Dallas, TX, 522, Houston, TX, 5/24, New Orleans, LA, 5725
Indigo Girls: Ruston. LA 4/28. New Orleans. LA 4/29, Lewisburg, PA. 4/30; West Palm
Beach, FL, 5/2: St Petersburg, FL. 5/3; Kissimmee, FL. 5/4; Lancaster, PA, 5/7

10,000 Maniacs: New Britian, CT, 51, Storrs, CT, 572, Philadelphia, PA. 573. Eimira, NY, 5/5,
Slippery Rock, PA, 5/6; Athens, OH, §/7; Jamestown, NY, 5/8; Allentown, PA, 5/11; Charlestown,
VA, 5/12. Memphis, TN, 5/14, Birmingham, AL, 515, New Orleans, LA, 5/16; Seattle, WA, 5722

quotable

“When | was in college, sex wasn't life or death... People
are just dealing with real life at a younger age now.”

—Garth Brooks on why country lyrics are tackling tough issues
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