;a
:
.
L

|

- Sy -

Y B

DARCY DAASGER

dtetnddBd o 3T eih Jaw e caldd i m L

We are a generation whose time has come. Until this point, though, we

were a generation with little direction, with no rallying point, no
Vietnam. Thus, the people who want to define us now have a hard time
doing so. We are an enigma. We make their jobs difficult. Do we care?

We live small lives on the periph
ery, we are marginalized and
there's a great deal in which we
choose not to participate. We want
ed silence and we have that
SHence Now

Douglas Coupland, Generation X

Sowhat s all thas screaming

O parents” Hardly The Baby Boomers:
|-|[.n;11}'

What vou hear s the vonce ol 4 generation
that author Douglas (€ oupland aptly atled
Generation X I's aovonce of adulis 18 1o 209
vears old who are 46 mulhon strong, a voice
\lllfljl 1I]\ CVemvone wanits to 1I( Al \IIH At
ignore the peoaple of owr generation,” savs
Jake Perkins, a Vargima lTech senion

Amenca should be ready ™

Yetmsn't

O generation tinally has come ol age
But then they've known we were growing up
el into: Thewr World long betore we did
And they should have known what we were
ROUng Lo he all abour We had no Vietnam
W to mobalize us, We had no [y Pression o

I|IIL1 s Catitions ‘-i't'li!ll'l\ \”\\l II.Ili Wwas

stream of the Babw Boomers, Now the same
networks, pubbicanons and marketers, once

preoccupred with The Big Chall generation

are stumbling over each other 1o recognize

and detine its successors. The college-age cul
ture — once 4 mere gatecrasher on the cul
tural scene suddenly has become
Amenca s guest ol hono

“You're Rong 1o see a I 80-degree turn
around m markeung o college students in
the next five vears, ™ savs Sean Brown asopho
more at the U of Missourt *Alternative s
starting to become munstream. They're iy
g to attack this diove 1o be different. ™

I'he successors ol the Baby Boomers have
been called many things: angry, optimistic
complacent, sober, trvolous, wdeahisuc. But
tor all the hvpe sirrounding the new genera
tion, 1t has been had o detine

Lo begin with, Ners are more tacially and
ethmcally diverse than any generation betore
it "Even within young adults, vou have a lot
of diflerent groups,” s B ] Amold, . vice
president at Fox Broadoasting Co. “lt's a
Pumcton o our sodcieny

But the diversity of Generation N goes
beyond mere demographics. The percenved
single-mindedness of the "60s generation
which ralhed around the 1ssue of the
Vietnam War, has vanished from today's col

Iy L T tilture

. Growing up, Vietnam was a
Dackground color In lite, ike red or
biue or gold — it tinted everything

=

And then suddenly one day it just
disappeared. Imagine that one
morning you woke up and sudden
ly the color green had vanished.”

Every vear at Kent State U, students and
taculty gather in memory of the slain student
war protesters who were shot by Natonal
Guard troops in May 1970 But this same
campus s divided now over issues of homeo
sextaliy and race relanons, savs senior Mona
Yadpk. There s no Vietnam for Xers at Kent
State. And something’s missing. = That uni
ed Rent State and s students, ” she savs, “But
we really don’t have anvthing. . to unify us. ”

Fowdav's -.“ri,;t' students, unlocused on
any one natonal issue, have become a sub
culture of subcultures, devoting themselves
to muluple causes, histening o mynad genges
ol music and abandonming traditional party
alliances. Fragmentanon s evernvwhere

Brendan Gillen, a jumior at the U, of
Michigan and music director at e ampus radio
station WOBM, has notuced it in radieo

“For every sulstle nuance that comes out in
music, there's a whole new tacuon,” Gillen
svs. “The grunge culture can’t like techno
and [techno Lans| can’t like hp-hop. They
create then own personalines ™

And the same goes lor student activisim
savs Greg Lewrs, a sentor at the UL of
Calitornu, Berkeley, "We're all domng differ

ent things,” he savs. “ The issues that motivat

ed actvism have expanded far beyond what

they were in the sixties.”

( onsidening the r\||||u|lln: number of
NON-Profit Interest groups, itas casy o see
what he means. The issues have proliferated

i whitle causes such as anumal tesung and
recvehing are serious, they are not hikely 1o
ISP TTASS NOVETents

What they have inspired, f nothing else, 1s
a frustration, created i prart bw the lack of
nothing to protest Rob Nelson, the 29%vean
old codounder of Lead. or Leave, a political
wittc hdog group, s banking on that trustra
tion. Nelson believes issues hike the federal
detiont will pull young adults of Generanon N
together 1 think that we will be the genera
trony that oS Loy bt .il’hl I'!l.{Lf S CVAE Conuanitry a
beter place for the people alter us he savs

Iy terms of voter tarmout, that seems to be
happening. The Roper Oiganization reports
that 75 percent of college students voted in
the 92 electon, compared o 3 percent of

voters 8o 24, according 1o Rowk the V ote

do you really think we enjoy
hearing about your brand new mil
lhon-dollar home when we can
barely afford to eat.... A
nome you won in a
genetic lottery, | lHQ}‘»?I!
idd, sheerly by dint of
your having been born at
the right time in history

You d last about ten min

nes it you were my age
ry R (& | I' =

ey tor tell habw busters that
they 're better ofl than thew pag
ents, o ahead and show them

the VORs and stereos most can
ofl 1o college. But be prepared
to hear about anhng planet, a
Hathng economy and a volatile
wotld, where Ners waat tor then
turn 1o take a stab at pohishing
ol thew bent, broken and
mished silver spoons

lt's very soberning vAVS
Perkins, who 11.[n|,||:u o out of
Virgima Tech for two years 1o

earn tuition money. 1S harder

to get i house; 1its harder o get These UCLA students belong to a generation

ajob; i's harder to earn the
same level of money as our parents.”

Karen Ritchie, semor vice president at
MoCann-knckson Worldwide, an ad agency
i Detront, savs an attinnde hke Perkins s not
the ACCPU anong busters 1ts the rule
Last tall, Ritchie warned a convention ol
magazine editors and publishers to stop
ignonng the younger generation. ™ Lhe sys
temm hasn 't been very good 1o them so b

Pewchas ‘s 18 o 29 crowd s Largely the vacnm
of bad umes. Faced with issues of ALDS, drug
addictnon and date rape, Xers have been
reluctant o 'p.n v oas thew parecnits dhid

[Our parents| were worned about getnng
VD We worry about ALDS,” Perkins savs
“They talked about smoking pot; for us it s
crack. The stakes have been upped '

This 1s a generaton ushered i on “a whole
series of unlucky evenis,” Richie savs. * This
wits 4 generation that was borm s the heghi
of brth control and abormon-on-demand.”

When they grew up, the instituton of the
Lamily was laltering as divorce rates rose

Confidence in Amenrcan government had

fallen i the wake of Watergate. Now as Xers

graduate trom school and enter the job mua
ket, they confront a sour economy that sn i

i iy W a A B bl o B B o B iy M e . AT ) et

paking voonm for thenr adeas and tadents

You hear the jokes about college people
workimg at McDonald s " Perkins savs. “Well
I have many nends domg that Tes no poke
Sowadhoys a bachelor s degree does not guae
antee the mddle class life, iberty and put

sunt of happiness, the Amencan dream

| envy their upbringings that
were so clean, so free of future
lessness. And | want to throttle
them for blithely handing over the
world to us like so much skid
marked underwear

For many busters, it's just hard 1o grab on
tov o future when ot s shoked wath so much BS

L he generations m power have bt vis with a
very uncertnn tutare,” Lead  or Leave's
SNelson savs, “ They've i some wavs allowed
the Amencan Dream to come tooan end

Not that anvone ever said reaching the

Amenican Dream would be casv. 1es just that

the «honees to get i have beconme \n--»rn}rir\

Option paralysis: The tendency
when given unlimited choices, to

maxe none

For Gillen and has classmates at the U of
Michigan, nothing s simple anvmore Fven
ordenng pizsa means more than agonmiang
over toppangs. The owner of Domine's Pizza

popular with many college students, s a

st h ~|||J|unlll ool anteabortiion _;1--11}» A
fact many students consider when they puck
up then |;||n!|l s toorder, Callen savs

Even simple consumernisn has hecome

-nrll;-|l x. he says |1|t more vou know and
the more realizations vou have, the harder
hite gets. You have o (uestion eves viehung, It
Creates an . of despan

Ihis sort of attitude worries Ritchie

L hat's the one area where the Boomers
seem to have it all over Xers,” she savs. " They
knew how to have tun

) 4 %) >SN {-l. Nng ir 108

marketing strategy aimed at one

self after nolding out

By Elizabeth Lee, The Flat Hat, College of William and Mary

of 46 million voices — too many to be ignored.

A4
Fe's pvest s e b theat |“'”H\“|H‘

busters are delming
themselves by challenging
the tules, questioning withon

tv. Bt what they are starting to

(uestiom is the way o whach i'l"'!“' Cis 1}
consumer goods, news il Ju-’.a'n 5 1k
read hing them

It seems ke tight now they ve tnied o
take what used 1o be alternative and market
i Cotllen savs of music Onee you hind
sonpething mterestimg, bag old bar guvs, badd
g, with cngars, take it away fronm you

Such chistrust neakes i dthwonlt tor advertis

ers, the medi and }"'il“ll‘ll'-l-' ||!I'r'! ten Tl
vounger genetation. Nevertheless, they are
ving it the wow el old college

Now that vour generation 1s spu nding as
much as it as, people are suddenly hading
thew generation,” savs Bob Gueaone, o, eda
List .g.-!|_-|||\l|~in|.-! SEMEL A ITIUSI RS

It the pop ulture s begimming oo notie
CGsenctation N, the same goes Lo lu-|||n .
Ners were once the poster childeen tor voter

spathy . That too has changed. President
Clinton used MIV s "Chowose or Lose ™ ques

ALEY DE ROBERTIS

ton-and-answer forum, and o paad ofl

“[Pohucians | realize the new generation is
comung,” Perkims sayvs

Soare Ners ready 1o take the lead
“Because they 're so practical and pragmatic
they re taking prety good care of them
selves Ritchie savs I hey 1 }iill]v.lhh 1t
Ok

In the meantume, though, the twentysone
thing generation may be better ofl not hsten
ing to the rescarchers, those who are telling n
whiat it hkes, what it belhieves, what it wanits

1 think of vou watch oo moach CNN — hike
my mom’s a CNN junkie and she phaones i
U CVETY THNe SO thung hastoncal Ir.||,-|n ns
which s what, ke once a dan i vou take i
tiso e h tronm thas intormaton dense sod
cty, things do get prety Chacken Litle. You
do think the sky s falling down and its just
ot that way. don t want o sound hike a Miss
Amenca contestant, bat vou know the Tutgine
s ot that horrible, ™ ( --uini.ﬂu! siVS

The vinces of this generation could have

toded b than u

Dan Sacher, Darly Pennsvivamian, [ of

Prennsylvana, miteriiewed fl.or.__rfa;\ { imapleaned fow

Ronald Reagan and a pocketiul of money
that ran oot when we ran ofl
In 1997 ( :.i-:ll.\i\l.r'-'. n X hit the
bookstores, pamnting a pacture of a burmicout
momyious and unduected new meneration
the twenty ~-|:I|t'.’|:l.‘|_;\ awash in the main
-

|

UOTHE NSATHONAL COMLEGE MAGAZINE

=W L S Rt T B N St e Rl i LT L Rt R RS L et T T T i e T ———

THE SATIONAL COMLEGE MAGAZINE

MAY '

R N L Pt e P g e T C TR ——

E
4
é_
i
A
E




