Gay rights march to imitate D.C.’s

By Daralyn Trappe
¥egon Lialy &meorind

Washington, D.C., may attract more than a mil-
lion activists this weekend for a gay and lesbian
rights march, but those who can’t make the jour-
ney can attend a smaller. local version of the same
event

The People's March in Springfield is just one of
several events set for Saturday and Sunday. In
addition to the march, a networking day, dance,
rally and party have been organized by a coalition
of about 20 local human rights groups.

Carol Berg, volunteer project manager for the
coalition, said while the Washington march is
focusing on gay and lesbian rights, local efforts
will include human rights in general.

““We want this te be an overall celebration of the
whole spectrum of human rights,” she said. I
think this will do a lot to show people around this
county that a lot of positive things can come out of
networking and educating others.”

Berg said Springfield-based groups make up a
majority of those represented in the coalition, and
the events have received the backing of the Spring-
field Human Rights Commission. Berg said the
focus on Springfield was a conscious decision in
the wake of last year's decision by the city’s voters
to approve an anti-gay rights initiative

“Springlieid has been smarting under a stigima
since that passed,” Berg said. "We want to remind
onlookers in this state and in the country that there
are a lot of people here who value human rights.”

Berg said the response has been overwhelming
from both group participants and those who want
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to attend. Among the groups that will take part are
Citizens United Against Discrimination, Clergy
and Laity Concerned, Republicans for All Ameri-
cans and HIV Resources. These groups, as well as
many others, will be represented at the Network-
ing Day event

Speakers at the rally will include State Rep. Jim
Edmundson. D-Eugene, Greg Evans of the Nation-
al Association of the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, Rico Perez of the Eugene Human Rights Com-
mission and former senatorial candidate Harry
Lonsdale

Berg said the coalition expects between 5,000
and 20,000 people to attend, some from as far
away as Washington and Idaho

“Wa're getting a lot of calls from people who
wanted 1o go to the D.C. march but couldn’t afford
it.” she said, adding that the Springfield events are
the only others in the country planned to coine ide
with the Washington march.

The weekend kicks off with the “Networking
Day,” which will take place at the Whiteaker Ele-
mentary School at 21 N. Grand St in Eugene from
1 to 5 p.m. Information tables. panel discussions,
workshops and speakers will all be featured. A
dance in the University’s EMU Ballroom follows
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. The cost is 34

The march begins at 11 a.m. Sunday at the
Springfield City Hall, 225 5th St. Marc hers will
follow a two-mile route and return to the city hall
The rally will begin about 12:30 p.m at the same
location. A party with live music and a barbecue
will begin about 1:30 p.m. at Island Park in Spring-
field, four blocks west of City Hall
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By Tammy Batey
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More than seven University
students traveled to Washing-
ton, D.C., this week to partici-
pate in the annual March on
Washington for Gay. Lesbian
and Bisexual Equal Rights and
Liberation Sunday.

Sarah Ross, Lesbian, Gay
and Bisexual Alliance co-
director, said more than one
million people are expected to
be in the march. The march
begins at the Washington Mon-
ument and will wind around
the White House before end-
ing up on the Mall.

The march will give LGBA
membaers a chance to network
with members of other orga-
nizations. But most impor-
tantly, students will be “exhil-
arated’” because they can be
visible about their sexual ori-
entation, Ross said.

“It's going to feel like hav-
ing two million people who
are vour friends around you,”

LGBA members
to make D.C. trip

she said.

LGBA had several fund-rais-
ers and raised about $75 each
for seven students to attend the
march. The students picked up
the rest of the tab. Ross said the
LGBA delegation will return
Monday.

Ross sald she believes the
students will roceive some spe-
clal attention hecause they're
from Oregon.

“It'll be really neat to be
from Oregon, having defeat-
od Measure 9, she said. "]
think we'll got a few slaps on
the back and that'll feel good.”

A woekend presentation in
the nation's capital will exam-
ine whether gays, leshians and
bisexuals really won when
Ballot Measure 9 was defeat-
ed, Ross said. The passage of
Measure 9 would have
changed the Oregon Constitu-
tion to label homosexuality
“immoral” and “wrong." The
presentation is titled “Victo-
ry!? in Oregon.”

reported to the University Office
of Public Safety and the Eugene
police department April 12-19.

e A 37-year-old man reported
an assault on the 1300 block of
Agate Street April 14, The man
was hit in the head with a water
balloon while jogging on Agate
Street. The man told police he
had just turned off East 13th
Avenue and was heading south
on Agate Street when he was hit
in the left eye with an object. The
man said he fell to the ground
and blacked out for a moment.
Two University students helped
the man up and gave him a ride
home. The man was treated and
released for his eye injury. An
OPS officer went to the scene of
the assault and found small
pieces of broken bhalloons in the
area.

oThe Campus Copy Center
roported a theft April 15. Some-
one took $150 in quarters, dimes

canoe
rentals

3
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weather
permitting

in front of the copy center April
14. There were no signs of forced
entry and police do not know
how the suspect got to the
machine's cash box

sPolice responded to an
attempted suicide at the Motel
f6, 755 E Broadway, .'\|,III| 16
An EPD officer was originally dis-
patched to the mote! because af
employee reported that a cus-
tomer would not check out of her
room. The officer forced his way
into the room and found a Uni-
versity student having a seizure
on the floor. The student had
mixed some prescription pills
with vodka in an attempt to com-
mit suicide, according to police
reports. Police found a photo-
copied page detailing how to
commit suicide with alcohol and
pills in the motel room

* A University student report-
ed a theft of a car stereo on the
1300 block of Columbia Street

wiper blade off of the victim’s car
and somehow used it to open the
car door, according to police
reports. The stereo was valued at
S$300

¢ The Phi Gamma Delta frater-
nity, 791 E. 15th Ave., reported
the theft of numerous items April
17. The fraternity reported a
stereo, VCR, compact disc play-
er, telephone, 30 movies, five
speakers, television and a tool-
box stolen. The missing items
were valued at $3,510. Police said
there were no signs of forced
entry, and no one at the frater-
nity reported seeing anyone sus-
picious in the house

s A University student report-
ed a thelt of a car stereo on the
1900 block of Onyx Street April
18. The suspect broke the front
wing window of the car to gain
entry. According to police
reports, the stereo was valued at
$250, and $175 in damage was
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e A University student report
ed a theft of a car stereo and
speakers on the 700 hlock of East
15th Avenue April 18 The items,
worth a total of $550, were taken
from the unlocked vehicle

e A d6-year-old man was arrest-
od for menacing at the East 19th
Street Cafe, 1485 E. 19th Ave.,
April 18. The man was in the cale
panhandling from customers and
allegedly attempted to steal some
tip money off of a table, accord-
ing to police reports. When an
employee told the man to leave,
the man lunged at the employee
with his fist and said, “I'm going
to knock your lights out.” The
man finally left the cafe when the
employee called the police.

CORRECTION
An article in the Apnl 22
Emerald mcormeatly reported
the name of ASUQ vice pros

candidate  Diana
I'he Emerald

idential
Collins Puente
regrets the error

Sos0eRORRRRRRRRORRRS

Rackets

at the
UO Bookstore

9000 SOOI RRORRRERRERBRRRREN

0000000000800 00000000sR0e

%
CORECYCLING

Celebrate Alternative
Transportation Day
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