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EDITORIAL

Tragic Texas drama
calls for sympathy

No one should have been surprised at the fiery ending
of the 51-day standoff in Waco, Texas, by religious fanat-
ic David Koresh and his Branch Davidian followers.

It had become clear shortly after the standoff began
that Koresh and company were not going to surrender.
The only question was when would the assembled law
enforcemenlt agencies move in.

The next several months will see the FBI, ATF and
other agencies turned inside out in an attempt to under-
stand what went wrong, both with the initial assault that
saw four ATF agents killed and with Monday’s final
siege.

And until all of the facts are in, judgment should be
withheld. Armchair quarterbacking, always a favorite
American pastime, can serve no constructive purpose.

However, if history is
any indication, the
blame for the entire
incident will likely fall
on Koresh. Koresh lied
to FBI negotiators about
when he would surren-
der, giving them sup-
posed timetables but
refusing 1o follow
through when the time
came,

Furthermore, the FBI had reliable information that
Koresh was growing more violent every day and was
increasingly abusive to the children who were held cap-
tive in the group's compound.

Koresh exhibited paranoia that was frighteningly rem-
iniscent of the last days of the Rev. Jim Jones and his
People’s Temple. Jones, along with about 900 follow-
ors, committed suicide by drinking cyvanide-laced punch
after killing a California legislator who had flown to the
group's South American hideaway to investigate charges
of mistreatment

However, a primary difference in the two cases is that
Janes' followers apparently took their lives willingly,
whereas many of Koresh's followers seem to have tried
escaping shortly before the blaze.

At least nine people survived after fleeing the build-
ing. Investigators now believe others may have been shot
trying to flee the burning building. Some messiah.

Most upsetting was the murder of the several children
within the compound. Koresh could have taken steps
to protect the children in the compound but apparently
chose to sacrifice them instead. There have been reports
that the children were herded into an upper floor of the
compound so they would burn, and presumably die,
more quickly. Other reports sugges! the children may
have been poisoned before the fire so they wouldn't suf-
fer

Whatever the final outcome of the mvriad of upcom-
ing investigations, our sympathy should remain extend-
ed to the families of the victims, of the four dead ATF
agents and for those agents who spent the past two
months attempting to negotiate a no-win situation.

“N‘CMK‘. Cu '3'D‘

Wi 'KE OO+ 1

VALLE ADDED TAX T
R MerlL™ CARE

0 AY TOR A
MATONAL |
MEALTH Plan
| AR, N (0w Yis
15 (AN $O0 A ’r’
VALLYE ADDED b v
Tos Ny BV
G N
L] 1 e |

Ther MET CUNTDN SMD
“HEY WHO ELECTED |
You77' -

A\

{ "-"\

R

FEST ME SAID A VKT ANADE SEMSE
TUEM WE FALKED STRMEHT OFF AND
D HE WO \RTUALLY ALMORT
HEVER EVER EVER

Y T
TIiTEV :
NEUT (T E &R. -

i o9} -

b
\# MEY W 15T A SIMPLE

CAY FREAA ARKANTAS

oo EMerald

The Oregon Davly Emerald s pubhshed daly Monday through Frday dunng the schoo!
yoar and Tuesday and Thursday during the summer by the Oregon Daily Emeraid
Co inc , al the Unwersity of Oregon. Eugena. Oregon
The Emeraid operates independently of the Unwversity with offices at Sute 300 of the
Erb Memona! Linon and is & memier of the Associsted Press.
The Emeraid s private propedy  The untawtul removal or use of papers i prosecutable

by laow

News Editor Berg Sports Editor Dave Charbanneau
Editorial Editor Martin Fisher Editorial Hovers
Graphics Supplements Editor  Calley Anderson
Entertainment Editor Froya Hom Hight Berg
Associste Editors: Tammy Batey, Studen! Government/Activities. Daralyn Trappe,
News Staft: Chester Alion, Matt Bander, Justin Brown, Sarah Clark, Meg Dedolph. Amy

Hoge.
Lisa Mauri, Rebecca Merrtt, Steve Mims, Katy Mostier, Tiflinx Musiler. Trista Noel.

Shaw. Erick Studenicka, Marion Suitor, Randy Thishen, Michele Thompson-Aguur, Amy
Van Tuyl, Tood Wikams, Clayton Yee

General Manager: Judy Fled Production Manager: Mcheie Hoss
lMﬂhq:'wL-ch Sharon Vaz. Sales Managers Shawn Berven. Office Manager
Jane tola. Teresa Isabelle, Phip Johnson II. Chis Kanofl, Jeremy Mason Van V. O'Bryan
i1, Ganan On, Rachae! Trull, Angee Windhewn

Classified: Bocxy Merchant, Manager Barry Logan, Sharon Sauve

Distribution: Brandon Anderson, Neck Mannning, Graham Simpson

Business: Kathy Cartone. Supervisor Judy Connofly .

Production: Ingrd White, Production Coordinator Knstine Granger Dee McCobt. Stacy
Micheail Jenniter Rotand Jennde: Sman
Newsroom 346-5511
Business Office 346-5512

Display Advertising
Classified Advertising

3“-.1‘”2
J4b 4243

2 Oregon Dady Emerald Wednesday, April 21, 1993

Traditional does not mean moral

By Ron Schiittier

ne thing is clear to me.
Biblical authority in west-
ern culture arguing that

humans are divinely authonzed
to subdue the earth is suicidal
Such a position is not only arro-
gant, it s naive

It rejects the reality that
humans are part of a vast and del-
icate network of all life. It sup-
poses we have the wisdom and
responsibility to decide what
aspects of nature should or
should not be, and how they
should or should not exist. This
isn’t working

The timber vs environment
problems in our part of the world
illustrate onlv one such narrow-
ly self-serving but long-honored
tradition of short-sightedness.
Now it collides with the chal-
lenge of finding a workable out-
look for the future that respects
our interconnection with all oth-
er life

Western culture has system-
atically fought to ignore and sup-
press the reality that not every-
one is, or even should be,
heterosexual. Literature and sci-
entific evidence that suggest
homosexuality is nothing more
than a natural human variation
such as lefi-handedness are only
beginning to receive fair treat-
ment

.‘\\ “'I‘h our i“'I'l l'il‘ ion of our
relationship to the natural envi-
ronment, collectively we are
beginning to take note of a more
honest perception of reality
regarding human sexuality. This
is reflected in the homosexual
civil rights movement of our
decade and the fair-minded pub-
lic policy it demands.

It is a challenging and painful
cultural process. Many growing
processes are. They ask us to set
aside fondly held but flawed per-
spectives. Nothing strikes at the
core of our cultural self-percep-
tion quite so deeply as questions
about the nature of sexual iden-
tity.

And, generally speaking, west-
ern culture has never handled
t‘wners of sex in a very healthy

y. Denial, guilt, shame and
power games are the stuff of coer-
cion and authoritarian control,
not happiness.

The gut-wrenching process
many parents and families expe-
rience when an adolescent or
adult child reveals his or her
homosexuality is not unlike the

anguish experienced of a timber-
dependent family that learns its
way of life is about 1o end. The
anger, the sense of loss, the need
to blame, the awful feeling the
world will never be the same, the
search for resolution; these are
universals in the process ol wrap-
pling with fundamental chal-
lenges and views about life

So why have | tried to develop
this rather far-reaching analogv?
Because it is my firm belief that
our homosexual and bisexual
mathers and fathers, brothers and
sisters, friends, neighbors and
colleagues are as vital an ingre-
dient in a healthy ecosvstem of
humankind as are heterosexuals

Our stubborn resistance toward
appreciating, nurturing and coex-
isting with our natural human
diversity is our ultimate chal-
lenge. This is true when dealing
with anyv of the value-laden
issues of race, gender, age or sex-
ual orientation

As President Bill Clinton said
at the timber conference, “The
status quo is unacceptable ™
Whether learning to adapt to the
reality of our natural environ-
mental diversity or our natural
human diversity, we must learn
to respect and nurture the whole
system. The option is to contin-
ue in a tragic, unnecessary battle
against ourselves,

Our individual differences are
not so irreconcilable. However,
theyv are abused by those who
know how to exploit differences
for political and personal gain, or
who try to excuse vicious behav-
lor

The only productive question
to ask is how we will learn to
make the most of who and what
we are for the betterment of all.
Lofty idealism perhaps, but hope
does spring eternal. Most of us
are beginning to learn to talk to
each other.

The gay and lesbian civil rights
movement exists because of a
deeply rooted status quo that per-
ceives homosexuals as somehow
unnatural, and therefore unfit
and illegible to partake in the
American promise of pursuing
life, liberty and happiness with
all the benefits and respect due
tax-paving, law-abiding citizens,

This status quo is unfair and
unacceptable. It should be no sur-
prise that the cry for change is
sametimes strident.

Do we even fully understand
what “natural™ means” Is it nat-
ural to misunderstand and

déstroy the divessity of our
ecosvstems? [t makes no more
sense to misunderstand and
refuse to permit acknowledgment
of the full texture of our human
family.

Selectively applied distortions
of biblical traditions parading as
morality have long permeated
western culture. They have
alwavs clashed with parallel tra-
ditions advocating fairness and
reason. These distortions were
used to try to keep the work of
Galileo from upsetting a view ol
life and the world. They are also
used to defend wavs of life root-
ed in the exploiting of people and
land

In that grand tradition, such
questionable value systems now
continue to deny homosexuals
the right to fully participate in
their own self-determination

They deny access to public rit-
uals such as dating and marriage
to create and celebrate relation-
ships There are no notices in the
newspaper announcing inten-
tions to spend lives together or
celebrations of silver anniver-
saries for homosexuals.

Gays and leshians are denied
access to the support of family
and community as they set out to
form personally relevant house-
hold constructions. They are
loudly chastised for promiscuity
while explicitly and implicitly
inhibited in the eflon to build sta-
ble relationships and contribute
1O SOCIEetY

Just as with the problems
between timber interests and the
environment, as we strive to find
a way to preserve the best of both,
the challenge of finding equitable
solutions raised by acknowledg-
ing sexual diversity will be ham-
mered out in the courts and in the
form of better public policies.

As the timber industries are
learning, it is time to end old jus-
tifications that ultimately serve
the interests of no one and ensure
mutual destruction. We are learn-
ing that the value of resources,
whether human or material, is
fundamentally tied to accepting
and respecting the full range of
their natural diversity.

We are also learning that tra-
ditional values are not all good,
right, or even moral — simply by
virtue of being traditional.

Ron Schiittler is a double-
major in journalism and sociol
ogy at the University




