State board investigating doctor’s role in boy’s death

(AP) — The death

a 7-year-old

Eugknne boy who

an antidepres-

sant drug prescribed

by his psychiatrist is

under investigation by the state Board of
Medical Examiners.

The board will decide whether Dr. Sue
Colasurdo made improper medical deci-
sions that contributed to the death of Bob-
by Jackson, said David LaDuca, the board's
chief investigator.

Jackson die¥ Jan. 5 from an apparent
overdose of the antidepressant imipramine,
according to The Register-Guard.

A story last month by the newspaper

prompted the investigation, LaDuca said.

Colasurdo, who contracts with the state
Children’s Services Division to monitor
medications for foster children, pre-
scribed imipramine for Jackson to control
sleeping problems and tantrums. The
dosage was more than twice that recom-
mended by drug manufacturers for a
child of his weight. according to medical
records.

Drug companies have tested and certi-
fied imipramine for use in children only
for bed-wetting. But child psychiatry spe-
cialists say doctors commonly prescribe
the drug for treatment of other symptoms
and at doses higher than recommended.

Manufacturers’ guidelines for

imipramine, which are approved by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, rec-
ommend a dosage of 58 milligrams per day
for a child of Jackson's weight and a max-
imum dosage of 75 milligrams per day for
children.

At the time of his death, Jackson's pre-
scription called for 150 milligrams per day
of imipramine. Colasurdo also had pre-
scribed a daily dose of 25 to 75 milligrams
of Mellaril. an anti-psychotic drug intend-
ed to counteract “extreme agitation.”

Pharmacy records, provided by Jackson's
mother and files maintained by the Lane
County mental health division. show that
Jackson at one time had been prescribed
for up to 175 milligrams of imipramine per

day.

When Jackson died, he was living with
Norman and Doris Bolden, who operate
a foster home cortified by the state Chil-
dren’s Services Division. Both have
declined to discuss their involvement with
Jackson

Colasurdo’s attorney, Portland lawyer
Ruth Hooper, did not return telephone
calls to discuss the death or the pending
investigation. A secretary in Colasurdo’s
office said that American Psychiatric
Association guidelines prohibit Colasur-
do from commenting publicly on the
Lase

LaDuca said the investigation could take
as long as three months,
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Mature Woman

How to Hold On To Your Income,
Keep Your Home, Plan Your Estate

by Frances Leonard

In her second of two books dealing with money and
women, Frances Leonard addresses all of the financial
concems of older women. In a straightforward manner
with illustrations tailored to her own life experience,
Leonard speaks to an older woman's significantly dif-
ferent financial needs from that of a man.

Money and the Mature Woman addresses: investing
and finance, pensions and Social Security, wills and
estate planning, health insurance and housing issues,
and scams that target the elderly, while highlighting
resources and options. Hardcover 19.95
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Frances Leonard will be speaking
on "Sex and Money: Uncovering Gender Blas
in Economics Laws"

Thurs, April 8th at 3:30, 128 Chiles Hall
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Sponsored by the Center for the Study of Women in Society, The College .
of Business Administration, U O Law School, and the Provost's Office.
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