Jurors fear danger
in ruling for insanity

BOSTON (AP) — If Kenneth Seguin wasn't mad, what other ex
planation could there be?

This computer executive — home in the suburbs, no apparent
problems suddenly killed his wife and two children. But a jury
refused to find him innocent by reason of insanity, and convicted
him of second-degree murder

Ihe presiding judge, Robert Barton, was unsurprised I'ver sat on
four highly publicized cases over the vears where the defense in front
of a jury was not guilty by reason of insanity, and never has one of
them prevailed,” he smd

lurors evervwhere, fearful of rising crime and worried that dan
serous criminals will go free, are reluctant to find defendants not
guilty because ol insanity even when the most bizarre crimes have
been committed, experts say

“Finding someone not guilty because of their mental state is being

seen as akin to getting off scot-free. s iid Abbe Smith, deputy direc
tor of the Criminal Justice Institute at Harvard University Law
School. “It's tied directly to the fear ol crime

Some sav a backlash against leniency intensified when john
Hinckley was acquitted after pleading insanity in the 1981 shooting
of President Reagan

A study of 49 counties in eight states California, Georgia, Mon
tana. New Jerseyv, New York, Ohio, Washington and Wisconsin
showed that between 1976 and 1987, 1 percent of the pleas in felony
cases were insanity defenses, according to the American Academy ol
Psyvchiatry and the Law

Of those nearly 9,000 cases, 26 percent ol the defendants who
entered such pleas were acquitted, and only 7 percent of those ac
quittals were by a jury, the study found

“It's a defense of desperation.” said William Maoltfitt, an attorney
in Alexandria, Va., known for his use of the insanity defense. “It’s
not the defense of first resort ... even if vou have a person who you
really think is out of their mind

Ihe insanity defense dates to 1843 in England, when Daniel
M'Naghten was accused of fatally shooting Edward Drummond, the
E-i:‘..l'.'.‘ secretary to Prime Minister Robert Peel

M Naghten testified that he belioved Pewe] was the head of 4 con
spiracy to kill him and that this delusion prompted him to shoot

Drummond. M'Naghten pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity
and, in an unpopular verdict, was acquitted
I'he so-called M'N |~.;h'l'1: rule, or varations on i, 18 still the :1'..|!
definition of insanity in many courts. It savs a defendant is logally
insane if. because of a severe mental disease or defect, he cannot
coiate the consequences ol s acts or teell I'I_..;]'aT from wrong

But after Hinckley was found not guilty by reason ol insamity in the
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Diane Wiley ;.--..!...'. of the National Tury Project in Minneapo
b coses must sort out the often conflicting tes
timony of medical experts, while worrying ihout the consequences
of their verdict
It t that they don't think Datimer is insane thev just don't
vant! him back out on ths eel. " Wiley sind

Actually, delendants o b..!'l'll O insanity pleas -\iwl.{i aboul as
long in mental institutions as they would have Spent 1n prison had
- been convicted, according to Henry | Steadman, president ol
Policy Research Associates, which conducted the sight-state study
nsantly pleas
Steadman found that the median length of confinement for de

fendants acguitted by reason of insanity in miutrder cases was 1,737
davs. or 4.7 vears. The median length of confinement for defendants

found guilty of murder was 1,828 days. or Live years

Every Night of the Week!

Open until 2:30 am daily

All lottery games
and full game room!

343-0681

13th & Alder

Open 11 am to 10 pm
On Campus

to all ages for food service

FREE LUNCH!

( Three-quarter or Full-ume U of O Employees Only)
Early Retirement Made Easy
Learn the 5 Secrets of a Successful Retirement
Topics Include
¢ Understanding PER.S.
« Social Secunty
» How to cut your taxes NOW!
» Two things you MUST know about TSA's

'Date: Wednesday, April 7th, 1993
Time: 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m.
Place: Boardroom - 3rd Floor EMU |

Reservations Required
» Space s hmited so call now!

345-7466

kb

_\;mn\--rr.f v Retirement Planming Corong

¢ ALL
COMPUTER
ACCESSORIES
¢ DISKS

¢ MATHCAD

3 DAY

CALCULATOR
COMPUTER

EXPO

3 DAYS ONLY!

¢ SOFTWARE

IN STOCK*
*Except: Aldus,
Borland, Miicrosoft,
Symantec & Word
Perfect

3 DAYS ONLY!

¢ DRAWINGS FOR FREE ITEMS!

¢ GREAT COMPANY GIVEAWAYS!

¢ INFORMATION ON :
BORLAND, ALDUS,

LOTUS, CODA, SYMANTEC

# SPECIAL PRICES ON:
COMPUTERS, PRINTERS
WORD PROCESSORS

APRIL5,6,7

ﬁ"EPS irelagk Sh(]r;;),..
HP. T I, Packard Bell,
Microsoft, Supra
Great Savings on :
Hewlett Packard,

Texas Instruments,
Sharp Calculators!

UNIVERSITY

OF OREGON

With Coupon - Valid April 5,6, 7, 1993 ONLY!
' P COUPON

O F F .
Our low
educational prices’

. COUPON

ALDUS, BORLAND, LOTUS, MICROSOFT, SYMANTEC

& WORD PERFECT PRODUCTS IN STOCK

[

r Faculty & Staft K-12. or Stugent Faculty & ]

soft avalable gnly fc

aliona' p

Monday, Apnl 5, 1993 Oregon Daly Emerald 11




