Old testimony on fellow officers looms large in trial

1LOS ANGELES (AP) fust when the defense thought
t was safe 1o rest, Theodore Briseno's
ny against three fellow policemen in the Rodney King
heating has come back to haunt them

After the defense abruptly rested its case last week in
foderal civil rights trial, prosecutors
videotape of

yvear-old testimo

the officers
innounced they wanted to show Jurors a
Briseno's testimony in their trial on state charges
e defense had been forewarned of the possibility, as
leal papers had been filed varly on the Briseno tape Hut
defense lawyers claimed they never anticipated facing
that testimony on rebuttal
Is it potentially damaging? Absolutely.” said defense
lawyer Ira Salzman, who represents Sgt. Stacey Koon
I it admissible? US. District Judge John G, Davies says
it is. Defense lawvyers say it isn't, and they are asking
the 9th ULS, Circuit Court of Appueais lor a quick ruling
Peter Arenella, o UCLA law professor, doubted that the
appeals court would intervene
Wae're ot the end of the trial "We have a
sequestered jury. Appellate courts are reluctant to stop a
trial. I wouldn't be surprised if the Ninth Circuit decid
ed not 1o take 11 up
Lovola University law professor Laurie Levenson

he savd

agreed that it would be extraordinary for appeals court
judges to stop s ha fll}:h |Ii|'llf||!' trial. But she said their
interest might be irllit]l‘rl if the matter roises a new and

important problom of law

In the federal trial, the four policemen have present-
ed o united defense. In the state trial. which ended in
acquittals, Briseno had a different lawyer and a different
strategy, and he testified against the others

Officer Laurence Powell. who struck King thg most
times in the videotaped beating on March 3, 1991, stands
1o lose the most if the Briseno testimony is replayed

On April 3, 1992, Briseno testified that he saw Powell
strike King's head repeatedly with a baton while the
motorist lay prone on the ground.

‘Did you perceive that Mr. King was a threat at that
time?" asked John Barnett, Briseno's lawyer at the time

“No, sir, * Briseno said. “1 just thought the whole thing
was out of control.”

I'he first baton strike by Powell to King's head was
accidental, but the rest were not, Briseno said

“1 saw Officer Powell standing over Mr. King and giv-
ing what were just a series of forward and reverse power
strokes,”” Briseno said

“What were you thinking?” Barnett asked

1 was thinking that he was delivering them to the
head,” Briseno said

Briseno also gave a graphic description of Powell’s
appearance when the beating ended

Tfficer Fowell had a look I'd never seen belore It
was a look of just pure exhaustion,” he said. "His eyes

looked like they could a'\i‘l-uh- like they were comin
out. He was constantly gasping for breath

Briseno blamed Koon, the commander, for failing
stop the heating

Did vou have a belief that what vou were seeing

might be improper?” Barnett asked
‘Yes, sir,”" Briseno said

Briseno said Powell was joined by Officer Timothy
Wind, who delivered more baton strokes

‘Did vou think it was right or wrong?"”" Barnett asked
“Wrong," Briseno said

In cross-examination, defense lawvers tried to show
that Briseno was lving, suggesting he would have repont
ed misconduct if he perceived it. He testified that he
wenl back to his police station planning to tell his cap
tain what had happened

But Briseno claimed he saw a message from Koon in
the captain’s office saying there had been a “big-time use
of force,” and he figured it had already been reported

Briseno also claimed that a police “code of stlence”
discouraged him from informing on fellow officers

Briseno, Koon, Powell and Wind were acquitted in 8
state court on alPbut one charge against Powell on which f
jurors deadlocked last April 29. The verdicts set off riots
in Los Angeles in which 54 people were killed
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Navy proposes to lift ban on women in combat jobs

former Navy assistant secretary

WASHINGTON (AP) The
Navy wants to put women in all
of its front-line combat jobs as
fighter pilots, submariners and
with

olhicials

warship crow membars

nthe next four years
SO0

In a tradition
f".l'.i" 'P'l ition by [!I fense S

retary Les Aspin, the Navy suy

goests allowing wormen to serve on

hreaking ‘||'|.||.

six classes ol combat support
\hli\’- within the next several
months, It would also allow them
to enter training for more
advanced combat jobs, some ol
which take years 1o earn

The sweeping plan is designed
10 repar the Navy's bhattered
image in the wake of the Tailhook

sex abuse scandal. It would also
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put the service in the K wrefront of
revising attitudes toward women
in the military

he plan would also make it
difficult for the military to bar
any other group ach as homo
sexuals from combat jobs, as
soImme have I!I’Irilil‘.t‘ll

I'he plan is to increase the

role of women in the Navy i
s something the Navy would
very much like to have happen
said a senior Pentagon ofthcial
knowledgeable about the plan
who spoke on condition ol
anonymily

Adm. Frank Kelso |r the
Navy '-llli'-|l1llllr-|] r]-l'rd]]l'ri}\l'll
the plan, the official said

Al |I||'\l'|i'. Wolhen an II.IrT!'ll
from flving combat aircraft and

‘1 believe we should expand the role of
women in combat in all the armed

forces.’

fli' an O'Keefe

, w A i ¥ r
former Navy secrelary

serving on major warships, such
as aircrafl carviers, destroyers or
cruisers and submarines
However, they do serve on 64
of the Navy's 453 vessels - pri
marily supply ships, such as oil
submarine tenders, or
r"ll.lll .H]l! ‘\-IJ\ aEe \."1\1'!\
Allowing women in the Navy's
PreETnier ombat slots means they
could seek out and destrov ene-
A-18 fighter pilots, tor

wrs oI

mies as |
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exampie, Or as nu lear missiie

launchers on Trident submarines

Congress has passed legislation
to repeal the ban on women in
certain Air Force aircraft and to
allow women to fly Navy aircraft
However, the law does not
require the armed services to
change their policies

I'he Navy's push for address-
ing the role of women in the ser-
vice _\:-Hlu'll momentum under a

for manpower, Barbara Spyridon
}?u;n‘ She headed a panel sel up
after the 1991 Tailhook conven
tion, where more than two dozen

WO half of them naval ofhi

Cers reported boing \:nqu‘n! and

Navy and Marine

Corps aviators

fondled by

L‘ll}lr'\. comnuttee recom
mended that all naval combat
jobis Ind -lili'lll'ti o women, a posi
tion backed by then-Navy Secre
tury Sean O'Keele

| believe we should expand
the role of women in combat in
all the armed forces, including
permitting women to fly combat
missions, as well as serve in all
O'Keele said in

naval vessels
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COSTS ARE UP!

Let J-Mar Biological Plasma Donor Center help with
your tuition. By donating plasma, you earn $20 for your
first donation, over $120 per month, and help save a life at
the same time. Open Monday-Saturday

Call 683-9430 tor more information.
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