Frank Black on His Own * Perry Farrell Fires Up New Band
JudyBats Earn Wings * Soundgarden — Don’t Call it Grunge
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World Party
Bang! (EMI)
L & 8 &

Doneonan, the roubadour of flower power
hasn 't made a record singe 1976
Let s start the rumaor
now: World Parn’s Kl
Wallinger o Donovan,
an alter-ego rontmg o
the hopetul, shy song
wiiter trom the "Gids
OK, it s astewch, but hs
tening to the latest
World Pany, Bang’, yvou,
to, imay behieve and be healed

In Wallinger s world, there's nothing funny
.1lnnul |,u'.ua' lowe .uni ul'll!r!\ldlh!ltl;; “h
grandiose vision led him away from the
Waterboys caight vears ago, (one grandiose
vision a band, please) and he arowned him
sell arbater of "00s dealism, "708 conceit, 8ts
new age and "Ms ccology. Formunately the
records are notas silly as that sounds

He's getng ovmcal as he grows old, pomt
g out i “Give ICAI Away,” “Rings, queens
andd IRl esidents Vounger than the Stones™
and wondenng throughout the record how
we Ve come to thas

Wallinger s musac s an alloy — stronger and
more stan-resistant than its component
parts. Bang’ heralds influences from Dyvlan 1o
Stevie Wonder to Havdn to the recent
Manchester shuflle, but, ke previous efforts,

or hay he?

Walhinger sull shufts gears between songs as of
he just bought a standard transmission
Buckle up for safety. ® Thomas Conner,
Oklahoma Darly, U. of Oklahoma

Porno for Pyros

Porno for Pyros(Warner)
* &

Permy Farrell has a tough act to tollow
himselt. With Jane's Addicnon, Farrell was
one of the main purvevors of “alternative
rock” before the term became corporate
I'he band was not only unashamed
Iv erontc and controversial, but also had i
Farrell a lead singer with the savwy 1o bring
the band’s innge sensibihities into the man

rhetorn

stream

With Porno For Pyros, has new band,
Farrell has some sumilar aspirations. On its
sell-utled debut, PFP alternates between
songs about post-not Los Angeles and nuldly
exphait sexual sitwations. PEP, however,
Lacks the bravado Jane's had

In Jane’s Addicton, Farrell's proud sexu
ality had a kind of leginmacy against the
huge, unhamessed backdrop ol the band
his nme around, the band has less talent
and Farrell's controversy secms tred and
IOTONIE

On “Cursed Male”™ Farrell waxes non-poet-
w about old men not being able o dove st
cars, while dunng "Orgasm”™ he ego trips
about gnvang a woman her first. The resulting

album seems hurned and unpolished; the
band just 1s not ready 1o live up o the hype
Farrell culuivated during last summer's
I !Il.l}l.lil‘i\!.l Lovian

[his 1s not 1o say PFP s devond of reward
Both songs about the Los Angeles nots, the
seli-titled *Porno tor Pyros™ and “Black
Carlinend” are powerful in their frankness

Ultimately, though, the problem with
Porno For Pyros s its laziness. This matenial
would have been better served with a nghter
band, a lvnic rewnite (Farrell’s vagueness s
his downtall) and more careful production
Interested unminitiates should search ou
Jane's Addiction albums in front of this
inconsistent offering. ® John Colpitts,
Middlebury Campus, Middlebury College

The JudyBats
Pain Makes You Beautiful (Sire)
L& & & 4

From the dream-tinged wastfulness of “All
Dav Afternoon,”
JudyBats latest album, 1t 1s obvious the
Kknoxville group has carned is
wings. After two mconsistent ottenngs, The
JudyBats have returned with a polished,

the opeming cut on The

enn

more mature style
ITheir new release
Pain Makes You [ 1
Beawutiful, features
melodic songs, Lvered
guitars and lynies that
but unpre
The band’s

ATE poeii
dictable
first single trom the

album, "Being Simple,”
is just that, a clean, acouste ballad with deh
cate elecuic lead dntung through the back-
ground. And tracks hike “Ugly on the
Ouiside” combine nich harmomc textures
with janghy guitar tor a collecnon vou can'’t
refuse

Ihe album’s 12 cuts are simply of the
smile-producing genre, and even songs with
biung hmes are done in a gentle way. Grunge
this is not

Parn Makes You Beautiful is not a ground-
breaking album. But it's not the latest alter-
natve gimmick cither. It's simply honest
music. ® Deborah Malarek, Montana Kaimin,
U. of Montana

marriage

Don't call them grunge

in the studio

The Melvins are carrying on the punk-metal torch with their first album for Atlantic. This is
the group to which Nirvana's Kurt Cobain owes his sound. To repay ihe debt, Cebain has
stepped into the group’s production chair. Should be a wild

Sound-"please don't call us grunge”-garden will send lis-
teners straight for the closest pit with its upcoming work
Word has it that the group will team with producer extraor-
dinaire Rick Rubin. Expect to hear something noisy in July.

The funky folk rap of Arresied Development touts a back-
to-basics sound March 23. The Unpiugged album, which
stems from the group’s MTV special, coincides with a home
video. AD hopes to bring its next offering to listeners next fall

Heretics of rock, Faith No More, are releasing a five-song
EP this spring. This jewel includes covers of the
Commodore's “Easy” and The Dead Kennedy's “Let’'s Lynch The Land Lord.”

Those peppy little Brits, Teenage Fan Club. are popping out some even peppier tunes. The
Club’s follow-up is due to hit the racks in June. The album was recorded in the group’s studio
in Glasgow, Scotland. Aithough TFC had enough material for two albums, the group chose not
to try the G'N'R double whammy. = Christina Pirazzi, Foghom, U. of San Francisco

on the road

A brief look at March/April concert listings

Belly: Hoboken, NJ, 328, Woodstock, NY, 329, Boston, MA, 3/31; Toronto, ON, 4/1; Detroit, MI,
42, Chicago. IL, 4/3. Minneapolis, MN, 4/4, Seattle, WA, 4/10; Portland, OR, 4/11; San Francisco,
CA. 4/13, Hollywood, CA, 4/15; Los Angeles, CA, 4/16; Austin, TX, 4723; Houston, TX, 4724
Dinosaur Jr.: Chapel Hill, NC, 3/28; Atlanta, GA, 3/29; Philadelphia, PA, 4/1, New York, NY, 472,
Buffalo, NY, 4/5; Detroit. MI, 4/7; Columbus, OH, 4/9; Chicago, IL, 4/10, Minneapolis, MN, 4/11;
St Louis, MO, 4/13; Lawrence, KS, 4/14; Austin, TX, 4/16

The JudyBats: Dallas, TX, 3/30; Phoenix, AZ, 4/3; Los Angeles, CA, 4/6; San Francisco, CA, 4/7; Santa
Clara, CA 4/8; Sacramento, CA, 4/9; Berkeley, CA, 4/10; Portland, OR, 4/12; Seattle, WA, 413

Rage Against the Machine: Chicago, IL. 4/3. Minneapolis, MN, 4/S; Denver, CO, 4/7; Sait Lake City,
UT, 4/8; Portland, OR, 4/10; Seattie, WA, 4/12; San Francisco, CA, 4/14; Santa Monica, CA, 416

quotable

“There was a lot of screaming and tattoos. | was the only
one who sang on key.”

—Jeff Heiskell, of The JudyBats, on the U. of Tennessee music scene
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