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layboy called it an honor of sorts,
and in some ways, it probably was.
Of the hundreds of colleges and

universities across the country,
only 40 made the magazine's 1987 list of
top party schools.

I his was to be the vear tor the updated list, the new set
of honors, to bring college students up to date on the top
PArTy s hsols et il tnibute not to be excluded

Ihere will be no honors this year

"1 was under the impression we were killing the con
Cepr.” says a source in Flayboy's Los Angeles ollice My
understanding was that Het looked it over and sad the
punnt s that education s the thrust in the mineties. es fun

P SAY VO Te @ pParty s hool, but there's more tooat than
that. We deaded to re-evaluate thas
tor colleg Rick
Moore, director of commumcanon at San Diego State |
the No
v officials tought against being on the m

|4 List

I hat s good news e administrators hke

| party school in '87, where students and unnversy

W heanticipate d

Last Lall, when the magazine started congratubanng the
naton’s campuses that had made the streambned par
college hist, students and admunistrators at some of the
 hosen colleges started highting back

Cindy Rakowitz, Playbeny's vice president of publhic rela
tons and promotions, says the magazane wasn't e spond
ing to campus adnunistrators by scaling down its party list
adlirustration she

It haas nothung o do wath [campus
®

savs, “A magazine that's been successtul tor 40 years
doesn 't get mpped in the bud s sty

What it came down o, though, tor students and adonn
istrators at the newly honored TR wh-time schools™ was
that recognizaton trom the controversial pubhication
dhidn’t (uite fit into a hanging campus clumate where
health othicials conunue thewr battle Agaaanst altohol abuse
ind women on campus hight tor equal nghis

We sort of laughed it off five vears ago and we
shouldn’t have,” Moore savs, 1 was not aware ol the
unpadct it would have on our public image.”

I'hat public unage, atter all, his become very important
1o colleges and universities. It a school develops a reputa
ton that itisn 't doing ('Il‘lllgll Lo take a stand on behalt of
wotrnen oo that it SUpp s the |urill|].l| LA ol excessive
drinking, then it faces a tough ume attracting potential
students and faculty and suppressing public outcry

‘It does give us a skewed reputation,” says Tracy Krulik,
a senior at the U of Miuami, named the No. 2 party school
in 1987

“In the South Flonda area, UM is a highly respectable
university. In other parts of the country, a lot of people
have that view that UM s Suntan U Teaoraces a lor of hagh
sc hool students who want to go to a party school ”

And that, says Rae Goldsmith, director of public rela
tons at Central Michigan U, is the problem

“We don't think 1t represents us ace urately
16 1 K7

T osavs
Goldsmith, whose university was ranked No
“We feel that it exploits the campus, but we know who we
are and will continue 1o promaote the image we know.”

Plavbey pust makes that more dithicult But then agan
Plirvboy muakes no exouses

“We will contmue to be the locus of imtellectual debate
on campuses,” says Playboy s Rakowitz, “1t's a key to our
sellability ®

Plavhey caretully avords any tormal affibhanon with a col
lege and keeps campus contact down to flvers and newspa
per advertisements

And after all, says Bob Pentzer, a spokesman for publi
Chico, the No. | party

Plavbery doesn't do much for a university

relanons at California State |
sc hool i 1987
that already has a party school image

“It's an image that's been around tor awhile,” Pentzer

savs of Chiaco's eputation “I don't think they stared it all;

arshall Piere

i's a party town.”

Students who realize that have less of problem with
Plavbery's unsohicited assoctation with thewr schoaols

“I don't think it’s as big of a struggle as people think n
15,” savs Mark Thomson, a junior at the UL of Nevada. His
university was named the No. 14 pary college. “Ldon'tsee
our students all up inarms.”

Even if schools can get around the dubious honor of
being noted for the drinking stamina of its students,
though, there’s the little matier of Playboy's most contro-
versial nature: using partially nude or nude female stu
dents who supposedly represent the top party sc hools
That part of the Apnl issue won't be scrapped, Playboy

“We sort of laughed it off five years ago and we shouldn’t have.”

ermont Oy,
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ST Mlh
When Playboy named the |
s hool again this vear after its Noo 4 ranking in 1987, the

ol Vermont a By praanty

student government there deaded to fight back. The asso
ctanon voted last tall on a resoluton prockaming an oth
ctal cotcisin of the magazine s activities

“We wanted people to know that the women who did
¢ hivose 1o pose don’t necessanly represent LU'VM," savs
junior Alexander Wilcox, vice presudent of the Student
Covernment Association. = Fhey can’tspeak for all of us

U'VM students lllnlr\[r'li with an elaborate theatnical
presentation featunng a group ol bare-chested women
with grocery bags on their heads. After the three-how
rally, nearly a hundred people marched to the local

ol Vermont

ERNONT
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featuring college women.
Holiday Inn to disrupt the interviews

Liz Ruben, a sentor at Mount Holvoke College in
Massachusetts, savs Playboy can avoird these protests by
making sure the colleges they choose want 1o be chosen

“If they asked us if we wanted [them | to come and every
one said ‘no,’ then we wouldn't have to go through this,”
Ruben says

But that doesn’t necessanly mean universities should
stop Playboy from coming on campus, says Teddy Keizer, a
Brown L

“No matter how they go about coming to Brown, they re
going to misrepresent the university,” he says. “But they
can do whatever they want.” u
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“A magazine that's been successful for 40 years doesn’t get nipped in the bud so easily.”
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