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FENERGIZING THEMOVEMENT

In four years, SEAC goes from grassroots to global

Uall started with an advertusement i Coeenfaea
When 15 student actvases started the Stadent
ol North

Carolina m 1989, they simply wanted o create a

Fmag
RFALIT

Frvironmental Action Coalinon at the 1

pational student envitonmental movernent

An ad inoan established envitonmental publication
secmed the best way 1o doat Evidently it worked

‘We had really no money and very hiode sense on how
vou organize a non-profit onganizason,” savs Alec Guetiel
UNC graduate and part of the onginal SEAC group. "t
WAs AN CXCTOIsC 1IN luz'ulu Ccreative .tl1li USIE common
SCTIs

The coalinon s now the i.ll'gt st student< reated, student
run environmental group in the country with more than
2000 college and hagh school chaprers in the United States
SEAC nemworks wath environmental groups in 53 countnes

SEAC tormed out of a need for student environmental
ists 10 be networked with ecach other = to teed off of each
other's energy,” savs Beth lsing, natonal othoe represen
Lafive

Prior to 1989, no muagor environmental group tocused on
college students, so SEAC sought to Bl that gap, she says

In the beginming, goals of the group included traming
advocates, shanng mtormaton and developing resources
wivs Adam Berrey, durecton ol ;nl!rht outreach

In 1989 SEAC organized Threshold, the hirst natonal
It attracted 1,700 st
At the con

student envitonmental conference
dents trom 10O campuses to |L||b¢'| Hill, Nt
ference, the country was divided into 17 regions, which
funcnon as grassroots coalitions

“SEAC tapped into a national concern wath the conter
cie,” Berrey savs

Then in 1990, SEAC organized Catalyst, the second
national conference at the U of Hhinos, atracung 7,600
students, a huge jump in less than two years

SEAC had made its mark

Today the focus of SEA(
concerned about educanng communities about the con

nection between social problems and the environment

has changed. (rganizerns are

SEAC s concerned, tor example, that three out of five hasz

ardous waste |Iur|1}n are located in low-income and pn
marily munonty areas. They call it envitonmental racism

Students across the countny keep i wuch through a
nattonal magarine called Phreshold. The magazine
ncludes arucles about student chapters along with onga
tllnllg‘ll,n

L Stevens, campus organizes for the Nanonal W tdlite
Federauon's Endangered Speaies program, led a work
shop at the first conterence ind has watched the group
evilve

“SEAC has served to unite and galvanize the student
environment movement,” he savs, “Stadent etlorts were
very disjomnted betore SEAC came along

Stevens prawses the group because leaders ¢ mphasize
the importance ol orgamizaton I hat organizanon has
resulted in campus chapters nanonwide taking stndes o
mcrease commumty awareness and mnvolvement

Faking a lead trom the nanonal othee Josh Knauer, a
sophomaore and SEAC member at Carnegie Mellon |
decided o bring together students nanonwide. When he
electomcally muadled intormanon o 300 students about
starting a student environmental network, he never antcy
}l.llrtl such e rest

Ihat interest was the genesis of the Student Enviro-Link
(INTERNETD malbox address: env-lhink
edu. ), which has enrolled 300,000 subscnbers in 35 coun
"I think we may have just
reached 36 countnies; 1 got a message trom Saudh Arabia

Candrew . cmu
tries and s growing daihy

today,” Knauer says

Ihe Student Enviro-Link receves hundreds of messages
about eovironmental racism, dlegal cleanng of torests and
toxic dumping. Knauer and others sort the messages and
redivect about six news brels free to subscnbers daly

I'he service also works as a motivational tool to stop cnvek
ronmental injustice. Subscnbers, including students, pro-
fessors and professionals, have access to action alerts
telling them about opportunities Lor actvisim

When a lumber company illegally began cleanng the

Cahitorma,
notified environmental-
1sts, Groups nationwide
T]Hl-llt'l‘
phone lines with more

sl v;:[k‘l|

6,000 acres of ranch land
Noxibee County, Miss
uon stll exasts, Federated Technologies Inc. of Mississippi
and Hughes Environmental Systems want o purchase the

mental racism

Indiana 1
ranions hike the Natonal Associaton tor the
of Colored e -\}i]u

|||\i|u

ronmental racism

president of Indiana |

cilzens

2 __«5"_‘ R

Redwood Forest in
Knauer

legislators’

than 5,000 phone calls, and
the illegal clearing was

.

At Induana U studenis are can

£
mving out SEAC's mission ol . :
addressing environmental social prob- \
lems. For the past two years, SEACUIUBR) e

has battled university officials over the sale of
Ihe land is located in
a low-mcome area where segrega

Land tor a hazardous waste imcinerator

Indiana U students declared the sale an act of environ

I he lands most commonly targeted o

waste sites, like 1o Mississippi, are lowsocioeconomic arcas

where protestis trrnnal

Protest against this site continued to grow because
students began working with natonal orgam
Advancement
African Amencans for Environmental

commumity and other unversity « pvironmental

KTOups

“The loundavon has not made a statement about enve
" savs Barbara Cotlman, assistant to the
Foundation. “We have heard lrom

Ancan Amencans in Mississippi that the Lacility wall pro

vide an economic boost and ofler low-paving jobs tor the

L he sale of the Lland s pending

Overpopulation: The forgotten |
environmental problem

Don't look to today's college students for a sign that world
population growth IS a growing environmental concern

*It's really easy 10 say we shouldn't cut down all the trees
or kill all the whales. You can slap a8 bumper sticker on your
car that says so. But you won't find one that says, ‘Don't
have babies’ because it's not that simple,” says David Garza,
a senior at the U, of Texas,

Scientists are concerned about the underreported, under
protested strain on the Earth from supporting a growing popu
lation, though. “| would say that the speed of the population
growth s more of a problem,” says Rhoda Perozzi, environmen
tal science professor at Webster U. in St. Louis. *I think we're
seeing a reflection of general attitudes in college students.”

Scientists believe that by 2025 curmrent population ieveis will
have doubled, taxing the Earth with a larger and faster rise in
population levels than ever before. Each individual will com
pound the drainage of goods and raw matenals while con
tributing to the pollution and contamination of the planet.

“I think it's a really big problem,” says Joe Sawyer, a junior
at the U. of New Mexico and member of the Students Earth
Action. "Most of the students aren’t concerned about it,
though.” ® Anaye Milligan, Journal, Webster U.
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But Sarah Hodg
a semor and
director of SEA(
(IU'R), savs her group

lll'l\

\\lllllllfl i !l-l\( lN'f'll AL
eflective if 1t weren 't lor
SEAL
“Belore working with
SEAL

lied and protested with signs

STUrsotrees
wie \\i»lllll h.\\l' |-ll

But we learned it's more clied
tive 1o write letters, schedule meet

mnes and form commuittees with the ey

ple who have the power to muke change,”
she says

As SEAC celebrates its fourth vear, organizers have
focused on setting goals tor the tuture, Berrey savs the
group hopes 1o broaden the student base of support andd
network across lines of culiure, race and gender though
the organization of 23 panonal conferences in the next
three months, SEAC also will distribute Campus Ecology, a
comprehensive environine ntal book which acts as an
environmental bluepring tor student organizauons

“Orar mission statement is broadening and redefining
the environmental movement,” savs Dave Hodges, SEAL
national council coordinator. = The thing that's really
encouraging to me as | look around the country | see
people commg together around the environime nt, savs
Hodges, a U ot Arzona semor

SEACs mission of bringing together diverse groups ol
people with a commeon g vl 18 becommg a reality

I he thing we started out i US4 s finadly starung to

happen. 1 look to the future, and 1 eel hike we're just get
tng started,” Hodges says. "We have a ways o go, but
we e moving,” ua

POPULATION GROWTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT

PRESIDENTIAL
PROMISES

Students wait to see if
Clinton and Gore deliver

tudent environmentalists hailed the election ot
President Bill Clinton and Vice President Al Gore
as a victory tor their cause, though some remain
skeptical about how mu h change will tike place

“The election of Clinton and Gore, for young people
interested in the environment, was a great vic tory,” siays
Beth Ising, natonal office representative tor the Student
Environmental Action Coaliton, based in Chapel Hill,
N.C "Clinton's election redefines the way student enve
ronmentalists approach the environment With Chinton,
there is a real sense that he wants student envitonmental
ists 1o be involved in the process.”

Kelly McDowell, a senior from Michigan State |
environmental activist, is skeptical, though, because both
Clinton and Gore have many other polincal concemns.

“People who are not educated about the environment
are more optmistic than those who are,” she says

Despite their views on the new administration, maost
students agree the environment is a large concerr of cok
lege students

*The condition of the environment is one ol the
biggest problems that face young people today,” says
Rhonda Diskin, a senior at Arizona State U, who has
been active in environmental causes. She says students
now feel included in the political decision-making
process.

“I think we have people in the White House who will
listen to our concerns about the environment and take
our concerns seriously,” Diskin says,

T'o ensure the White House listens, she says students
will write letters, hold rallies and educate others about
the issues

One of the biggest concerns of Diskin and other student
environmentalists is how the Clinton/ Gore administration
will balance environmental issues and economic goals

Ihe Bush administration often described the relation-
ship between business and the environment as adversanal,
Ising says, “but ( linton realizes that jobs versus the envi-
ronment is a false choice. Everything that's coming up on
the Clinton agenda takes the environment into account e

Clinton defined his environmental agenda last year in
an Earth Day speech at Drexel U. In the speec h he spoke
of a “new covenant for environmental progress.” He
promised his administration would “take the lead in pro-
moting sustainable development.” Among his other stat-
ed guals are to restore U8 funding for the United
Naunon's population stabilization efforts. He promised 1o
reduce energy consumption and increase energy efli-
ciency by raising the average fuckefliciency goals tor auto
makers 10 45 miles a gallon and encouraging use of nat

ural gas over oil, nuclear and coal

Clinton also outlined his goals of preventing pollution
by creating a system of tradable credits and tax mcentives
for business as well as drafting a national bottle bill to

and

promaote recycling

In an exclusive interview with U The National Coliege
Magazine before the election, Clinton highlighted global
warming, waste management and the development of
new, ecologically sound technologies as the three most
pressing environmental concerns

“Obwicusly if you control your energy costs, it's not
only good for the environment, it helps the economy. S0
at home | would work on fuel efhiciency, natural gas,
alternative energy and conservation,” he said.

By Liz Szabo. Cavalier Daily.

So will Clinton make good on his promises’

Michigan State's McDowell is skeptical

“You can't be truly environmental if you're going to
support economic growth,” she savs, “Gore is better than
most politicians, but he’s too me slerate to get anything

done.”

Ben Beach, spokesman for the Washington, D .C.-
based Wilderness Society, a group concerned with pro-
tecting the environment, says he is encouraged by the
steps Clinton has taken in his first few months in oflice

“We're pretty avid supporters ot the encrgy tax
because not only will it benetit the economy, but also the
environment,” Beach says. Clinton Lavors an energy tax
to help reduce the budget deficit and encourage energy
efficiency

Manv business leaders, however, have yet 1o be con
vinced that Clinton's environmental policies will benefit
the economy. Allen E. Murray, chairman and chief exec
utive officer of Mobil Corp., says the energy tax will have
a negative effect on the economy

“Mobil does not support the enactment of energy taxes
ol any type since they are narrowly based and will
adversely affect the economy and Amernica’s competitive-
ness worldwide,” Murray says. “The keys to long-term
economic improvement in the US. are reducing the size
of government and cutting federal spending :

For now, some of the most immediate environmental
decisions facing the new administration will be the North
\merican Free Trade Agreement and the Endangered
Species Act, which is coming up tor renewal in the next
few months, Beach says

In terms of the environment, NAFTA is controversial
because many jobs will go 10 Mexico, which has lax envi
ronmental standards and poor labor Laws

While the administration, and in particular Vice
President Gore, author of Earth in the Balance, has given
environmentalists new hope, Ising says students” work is
far from complete

“Srudent environmentalists at SEAC don’tintend 1o sit
back: the administration needs (o be pushed. Students in
this country need to consistently remind the administra
tion what is important.” u

.of Virginia




