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Homeless students see degree as key to future

arol Brunoe doesn’t have room
mate problems. She doesn’t have
to haggle with a landlord about
rent. And she doesn’t have to
face parking hassles
But then Brunoe,
State 1
She's homeless
And she's not alone
Homeless college students across the
country are sleeping in campus buildings
or slumbering in their cars because they

a student at Oregon

. doesn’t have a house either

can't afford a place to live

Although the number of homeless stu
dents is likely small, and they won 't appear
M1 4 Census [f‘[lill. {,I(' redcession JI)')(’.I!\
to have increased the numbers of students
who regard a roof over their heads o be a
luxury they can’t afford

Jobs to help pay for college-related
expenses are harder to find when unem
ployment is high. Faced with budget cuts at
the state level, many public universities
have hiked wition drastucally. And finan-
cial ad offices report increased demand for
financial aid, especially from students who
are unemployed and retuming to college
to get a degree. To some, tution and rent
are becoming an “eitheror”™ propositon.

In Florida, the problem seems more
acute. During the winter the homeless
pnplll.lllnll INCreasecs as pruplr maove 1in
from out-ol-state.

But in 1991, Carrie Meck, now a con-
gresswoman from Flonda, sponsored an
amendment that exempts homeless stu-
dents enrolled in adult basic or job
preparatory education from paying fees
for instruction. The amendment passed

“The problem is worse here, but we're
more aware of it,” says George Young, vice
president for Student Affairs at Broward

Kara Beach, with her son, Dane, struggies to eam a college degree and a secure future.

Community College in Flonda

For Brunoe, it was her second try at
graduating from Oregon State. Thiry-two
vears was a long tme o be out of school
She saved some money for titon, and
she thought she could get a part-ime job
to take care of food and housing. And
maybe she could get financial ad

But she didn't find a good job, and she
wasn 't eligible tor financial amd. When her
money ran out, she slept at the library, cafe-
e or the Natve Amencan Long House

*Most of us are aware that having a col

lege degree gets us a better job,” Brunoe

sdys some people are determined to
change their hives.”

Brunoe was strapped for cash during fall
1991 and spring 1992, “Half the ume I got
incompletes because | didn’t have enough
money 1o buy books or notepaper,” she
says. Her fniends bought food at the cale-
tena, ate some and then sad they weren't
hungry anymore. “They were trying to
save my pride,” she says

She could not afford 1o rent a place, so
she stayed on campus after the buildings
closed at 9 p.m. “You see, what you do is
hide until everybody is gone and then crawl
in somewhere and go to sleep,” she says,

Among favored hangouts of homeless
students are libranes and student lounges,
which stay open late. Some students,
though, make do with whatever's available
Ed Merrall slept in his car during the fall of
1991, Merrall, a senior in fish and wildlife
science at OSU, lived in his 1977 Scout,

which he et kedd at the foothall stadmm
When the weather got cold, Merrall got
sick and had o go o the student health
center, The housing director let him sty
in a dormitory for two weeks and pay tor
has stay later. “ The commuty needs to be
aware that there are people who are less
fortunate,”
mite | need people to direct them.”
Merrall should finish his degree require
“I'm goang to be ina

Merrall savs, [ The less tortu

ments within a vean
position where basically [ can write my own
tucket. At least in iy view, ifs worth i,” he
savs. “Thas is what life dealt me, and guess

what? I'm not gonng to be a crvbaby and
give in. | have the skills to get out of this
OSLU s President John Byrne savs his am
versity s not set up to hl'i}r hotmeless st
"That's not to say there

dents are no

homeless students,” he savs. “1'm sure
there are some who, for financal reasons
live in thewr trucks.”

Some universities, however, take a more
active role in helping the homeless
Suffolk U i Boston s i its third vear of
admimistening a scholarship program tor
the homeless students. “The Program is
working tairly well,” says Chris Perry,
director of Financial Auwd

But the kind of help Sutfolk gives 1o s
homeless students is not avalable at most
universities. Students ke Alan, a Sunford
L. senior, made his 1986 Toyota his home
for a year. He bought a $50 Stanford park
ing permit and saved $6,000 1in housing

Amold, a student at the U of California,
Los Angeles, sleptin his Ford Probe to save
tme, money and the inconvemence ol
traveling back and torth 1o his home

Although these two students chose to be
homeless, nung costs of nuoon are making
those choices more prevalent for the many
students who must depend on finanaal wd

Kara Beach hopes a college degree will
help her achieve her dreams as well

Beach, 20, has a 3vear-old son, Dane

She lives in an apartment provided by the
Volunteers of Amernica in Spokane. But
for four or five months in 1991, Beach
bounced around between her mother's
home and those of friends

*1 come from a dysfuncuonal family,” she
savs. “There was a lot of stress at home "

After getting a GED, she enrolled in
September 1991 at Spokane Falls
Community College. An English major,
Beach gets by with grants and financial
aid. She is doing well in college, her grade
point average peaking at 3.8.

Being homeless brought on an array of
problems. Beach spent days wondering
where she would sleep next. Beach’s hard
tumes are not over. Stress remains in her life,
even though she has a place to sleep now

“I'm not really homeless,” she says. “I'm
misplaced.” u
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Tell {1 About You!

WIN A FREE
ROUND TRIP
FOR TWO
TO EUROPE
AND $1,000

OR A SONY CD
MINIDISC
RECORDER/
PLAYER
(WE'RE GIVING AWAY 5)

PLUS

THE FIRST 750 ENTRIES
WILL WIN A
“HOT SHOTS PART DEUX"
HAT
FROM 20TH CENTURY FOX

YOUR ODDS OF WINNING
ONE OF THE BIG PRIZES
ARE GREAT — IF YOU
FIND AN ENTRY FORM IN
U.'s MAY ISSUE

Only 1.3% of U."s May issues will
include the e ntry form along
with a reader opinion survey.
The survey and entry form will
be in a special envelope on the

May Campus Comments page.

EVERYONE WHO SENDS IN
THE COMPLETED SURVEY
BY JUNE 30:

*Will receive a free gift (The
first 750 entries win the
“Hot Shots” hat),

AND

+Is eligible to win the trip
for two to Eurnpc (or the
Caribbean

ners chofce) and Sl 000
cash, or a Sony CD Mlni-

Winners will be selected in a
drawing and will be notified by
July 15.

SO FIND A COPY OF U.
WITH THE READER OPINION
SURVEY, FILL IT OUT AND
MAIL IT IN (FAST)!

NO POSTAGE NEEDED.

IN U.’s MAY ISSUE
ON CAMPUS APRIL 26
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