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EXTREME

Mountain bilers are just part

of a new breed of students striving to push their limits.

SPORTS

o the uninitiat-

ed, these ath-

letes seem
crazy. The risk factor
is high, the excite-
ment level feverish.
Poor judgment can
mean injury —
or worse.

By John Beck, The Clarion Call, Clarion U.

hey speak in a language all but unimiel
ligible 1o the lavperson. Surfers “get b
reled,” skvdivers make "HALO drops,
extreme skiers watch tor “decaving con
mices,” rock chimbers “place pro” and vet
all of them share a love tor gutwrenching
adventure

“It 1s only through the direct confronta
von... only by stanng into the naked tace
of death that we discover the true nature
of sell,” says Stan Lindemuth, a Clanon L
of Pennsyhvania junion

Lindemuth, a rock climber, 15 a sports
extrenust, one of those students who lives for
athletic challenges. To him, a win sn o meas
sured i points —it's measured in the pound
o his heart, the thnll of skirung death

When “the strength of your fingertips 1s
all that separates vou from a 120400t Lall,

vour start to get tather dehberate

| incdemuth savs Climbang has be R o
v e o maanstrean Admenca with expue
sure through movies hke A2 and the
imtensive, torthoomimg Svivester Stallone
mawae, (hffhanger

Indeed the entite extreme sports move

ent — brom rod b Chimbang 1o skvdiving o
n-hine skating s v out o the realm
of the select few and Begimmmg to gaim

ety

Extremist sports, Lindemuth savs, are
p hieadthy el sosctally re ‘|,-"I--l."|| waly il
getting high ~ A growang number of um
versities throughout the United States
have started adventure-based «lubs and
arganizations. Pennsvivania State LU os out
g« huh Sproiisaors Il|]|- S III]ILII’!Q 1 Cave
exploranons), skvdiving and rock climb
g i nearby Belletonte, Pa

Clanwon | prokesson Brvan Dunn refers
o rodk climbung and other extreme sports
is testing the boits of mortahing, ™ He says
he can understand the appeal some ot fues
studlents teel toward the extreme

Thus sont o actvaty, i very real sens

EIVes sOoaneone M II\]N l\|||}r W 4 Connma
oty = i mch the same way that oning a
fratermity or soronty does. And s a
healthy communiy with positive energy
and commutment to hiving Viter all
whien vou are doswrn at the bottorm ol a diank
wned vast cave, vour need all the nends vou
can ygoet

Fhomas Craver, a sophomore al Flowda
State |

He says spelunking, more so than any

is i cave enthusiast extraordiman

other extremist recreational actvity, 1 a
“real study in panic management.” He
goes o0 to warn thiat this s not i sport los
the 1 \*u penced to try o | Osng
vour way and stamving to death i the pitich
bl k dle prths o the carth s aovery real dan
wor inless a great deal of caution and tore
thionghin s exeroised

AL Vaughn, a Clanion 1
When vou are

o and
Ly ]!H.; L .'||f||i~l Isl, savs
nto the exueme, you have wo be willing 1o
crash and burn a whole 1ot ™ Indeed, the
extremist sports are not a realm where the
] or reckless salely venture
1t as all basically a search to find the per
fect ride savs senior Dan Arlotto, an
extreme shier trom Comell |
Even popula LS culture s begimning
torreflect this trend
In 19491 s Posnt Break, bank robbers sup
port then endless summer of rding mone
lithic waves and skvdimving. They are
seatchers” and, for them, surfing 15 the
simrce
Filmmaker Warren Miller captures the
essence of hard-core downhall skiing and
snowhoarding. His films are popula
among enthustasts and showcase the best
in the held
And M7V Sportswath its ever-present and
mildly annoving Dan Cortese, teatures
events hike imn-line skaung, road luge, sky
diving and bungee jumping
So what does all this crazimess means Is
ours a generation with a death wish? Has
grunge music gone to our heads? Or do
our kicks just come at a higher prices
As FSU ‘s Craver savs, "Rock chimbing
mountan hiking, land luge, rapelling
extreme sports — they re almost as good as
sex and sader these days © u

SPORTS

U Capture
the Nike Spirit
Contest

Win $1,000 AND

have your entry published
with a national NIKE ad!

Oans Laigier comprtes ia the long jump ot F AN s rotoys.
$he wee the sves! o » roshmes

Grab your camera and capture those
outstanding NIKE
and everyday life. Maybe you and your
hiked 10 the

noments 1n Sports

Nikes won the match
most awesome place or l arth sl a
personal best in the marathon or 5K
saw a champion performance at school
ar the Special Olympics... set a new
school record or leaped the tallest
buiding. Or maybe you own or can find
the World's Oldest Living pair of Nikes
or the most battered pair of Nikes still in
existence. How many pairs of Nike's
can you get into one photo (people
attached!) You decide and JUST DO 1T

Each month, the best entry will be
published in U. with your name and
campus credited. The winner of the
month will win $50 cash, All “Capture
the Nike Spirt™ photos will be entered
in the judging for the Grand Prize
Award. U, will pay the Grand Prize win
ner $1,000 — PLUS your winning entry
will be published as pant of a national
NIKE ad in the December ssue of U,
Runner-up prizes will be awarded 100

Send your entries on color print or
slide film, labeled with your name
school, address and phone (school and
home), along with a brief description of
the Nike spirit you've captured — who,
when, where, doing what, etc. Mail to
U. Magazine CAPTURE THE NIKE
SPIRIT CONTEST, 1800 Century Park
East, Suite B20, Los Angeles, CA
90067 Entnes cannot be returned and
become the property of U. Deadline for
antries is Oct. 15. No limit on the num-
ber of entries you can submit.
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