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Blair doesn’t miss a beat after year off

By Erick Studeniclu

oo Dy Emer

Every four years, the winner of
the Olympic heptathlon is
declared “The World's Greatest
Athlete ™

If dominance in the heptathlon
is indeed the best way to deter.
mine a superior athlete, then Ore-
gon track athlete Kelly Blair
should be considered "Oregon’s
Groatest Athlete ™

Blair smashed the school
record in the heptathlon by near;
ly 200 points last week at the Ari-
zona State Invitational, Her score
of 5.713 beat her nearest com-
petitor, Kim Vanderhoek ol
Siman Fraser, by 400 points

What is even more amazing
wis that Blair set the standard in
Tempe under poor weather con-
ditions

“The first day ol the competi-
tion was perfect,” Blair said. “"But
t}l|.< second day was one of the
worst ever: i1 was rainy and
windy. | was frustrated, but | hg
ure my point total can only
improve in better ¢ onditions

Blair
school record wasn't her goal

“I was just tryving for the NCAA
qualifying mark; | wasn't even
thinking aboul the record,” she
said. "It just kind of happened

Blair, now in her jupior season
of eligibility, casily surpossed the
NCAA qualifying standard of
5.500 points, and is the first Duck
athlete to qualify for the NCAA
Championships this season
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Phaoto by Du-o Nant

Junior Kelly Blair returned after a redshirt season o break the school
record in the heptathlon and qualify for the NCAA Championships.

I'he NCAA Championships
will be nothing new for Blair, as
she took sixth ill.ll ¢ in the meet
two seasons ago. Blair redshinted
last season alter averaging 4.5
points per game as a guard on the
baskethall team

Blair satd that although it was
tough to give up plaving inter-
collegiate basketball, she feels she
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made the right decision

“Now that I've been away a sea-
son, I'm glad 1 made the deci-
ston,” she said. “It's made a big
difference in my conditioning
When | was playing basketball,
1 was missing a lot of fall and win-
ter base conditioning

“1 miss the team-oriented close-
ness of the basketball team; | had

a lot of friends on the squad. but
it was always more obvious that
track was my real strength.”

Track has indeed been Blair's
strength since her high school
days in Prosser, Wash., when she
was named the top prep hep-
tathlete in the nation by Track
and Field News. Only 22-vears-
old, she has already represented
the United States in the Junior
Pan-American Games and inter-
national dual meets.

In addition to being a oul-
standing heptathlete, Blair is also
a national-class high jumper and
hurdler. Blair recently showed
her potential in the hurdles by
provisionally qualifying for the
NCAA meet the first time she ran
the 400-meter hurdle event

Blair said her aim in the hep
tathlon is to surpass the 6,000
point barrier, a total which would
place her near Arizona State’s Gea
fohnson's Pacific-10 Conference
record of 6,132

“I know | can score more points
if I can put together two strong
davs,” Blair samyd. “In Tempe, lor
example, I was a foot hehind the
take-off board. There's 100 more
points if I just hit the board cor
rectly

Head coach
also said Blair could reach the
6,000 point mark

“1f Kelly could put together
two davs similar to her first day
at Arizong State
above 6,000 points,”

Tom Heinonen

she could score
Heinonen

said

MINORITY LAW DAY

Saturday, April 3, 1993
University of Oregon School of Law

Registration - 9:30 a.m

Topics include:

Racial Issues in the
Criminal Justice
System; Hate & Harm
The Tom Metzger Case,
Empowerment:
Fortitude and
Flexibility; and Cultural
and Economic Issues in
Civil Law.

Keynote Address by
Jim Hill, Oregon State
Treasurer at 1:00 p.m.

Complimentary Luncheon at 12:00 noon if registered.
To register, call 346-3853,

INTERESTED IN LAW SCHOOL?

The Wes! Coast Consortium of Private Law Schools is sponsoring o
sories of Law School recruitment fairs in the Pacific Northwest!

Prospeciive and cumen! applicants are encouraged fo aftend

Nime:
Piace:

Friday. April 2

11:00 am to 2:00 pm
University of Oregon
Student Union, Fir Room
Eugene, OR

Place:

Saturday.
10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Benson Hotel. Crystal Room
309 S.W. Broadway
Portland. OR

April 3

California Western
Golden Gate University
Gonzaga University
Lewis and Clark College
Pepperdine University
Santa Clara University

. PARTICIPATING LAW SCHOOLS

Al participating kaw schools are accredited by the ABA

University of Puget Sound
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
Whittier College
Willamette University




