Dwarfed by his creation, Mez, a Eugene artist, puts on the finishing louches belore signing his name.
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colors and patterns

Afler that, artists take on larg

er paintings, either “pieces.”
which are letters, or “charac
ters,” which are animals or peo
ple

Quasar is  worried that
vounger kids won't get a chance
1o see good grafliti art and won’t
be able to continue the tradition

“We'll get too old,” he said

We'll be in retirement homes
painting on canvas, painting
winter sunsets with ducks,” he
said

Although some cities have
walls set aside for graffiti an
Gembinski said most artists take
their chances

‘i you're painting and the
Cops come and arrest you, yvou
don’t come back there Usually
you end up painting in scumimy

!||.|t s he said

Quasar's contribution to the
wall was an abstroct picture
|

.||‘.."::i ir and done in blues and

Bresetis

|T\k!lll!nlfl{k!‘-lilll.'ziv- T
sald, pamnting over a cormer and
preking up anather spray can to
redo o section he wasn't happy
with I went over that whole
part because it doesn’t look
right.”

Most guys just go and paint it
up but as vou get older and start
taking this stuff seriously, vou
have to get dedicated to not

making mistakes,” he said

Sake., on a nearby space ol
wall, worked on a 12-foot, cigar
smoking duck wearing a black
plaid shirt much like his own
minus the paint spots

The pictures have no definite
houndaries, no frames, no lines
1o separate ong from the other

‘Usually if I paint
next to someone
who’s a really good
artist, | incorporate
their work into my
own. It's a sign of
respect, and it
looks nicer.’

Neon.

1

qralt

Rather., each artist blends his
work into the paintings on either
‘-1|f!'

Usually if I paint next to
someone who's a really good
artist, 1 incorporate their work
into my own Neon said It's o

sign of respect, and it looks
he hinishing touches on tha
paintings are often dedications
to girlfriends, 1o buillding owna
in.'. |
he name of the artist’s crew
might also appear on the hinal
painting L.rews groups ol

friends who paint and hang out
together, are woentilied by ini
tials, Like Mez's crew, ALK, lor
Abstract Image Kids, Gembinsk)

-.IHI

Once a painting is linished, it
often ends up being “capped,

covered with other e r}1|i"". lags

“It's called apping because in
the 19808 there was a guy named
Cap who woent around and wrote
his name all over pml|l[|"~. paint
mnes." Gembinsks said

But if yvou have all these
||‘|:1|T|r1q“ and nobody ever Caps
on it, people won't come and
paint over it and there's no evo
lution of the wall,” he said
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