Top seeds dominate Final Four

There have been almost 4,000
basketball games plaved this
season by Division |1 teams
There are three to go, and fans of
the sport couldn’t have asked for
much more

All four teams left in the
NCAA tournament have been
ranked No. 1 at some point this
season. Three of the Final Four
started in the 64-team field as o
top seed, one more than has ever
made it that far before

Kansas-North Carolina and
Kentucky-Michigan.

What a way to end a season
What a Final Four.

There'll be a week of:

—Kansas, the only non-No. 1
seed left, claiming no one
respects it and everyone pic ks
against it

—Naorth Carolina coach Dean
Smith evading questions about
reaching the Final Four more
than any man but John Wooden,
but having come home with the
nets cut down just once.

—Kentucky fans reminding
evervone how easily the Wild-
cats marched through the
regional one year after the most
crushing defeat of all

—Michigan explaining how
the object is to win games by
any margin and that the Wolver-
ines really don't care if anyone
likes them or not

The first semilinal game Sat-
urday night at the Superdome
Kansas vs. North Carolina — is a
rematch of the first game of the
1991 Final Four, the one Smith
wasn't around to see as he was
ejected after being hit with his
second technical foul. It made
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conference considering Smith's
Ior Heels had just been beaten
by a Kansas team coached by his
longtime assistant Rov Williams

Williams certainly isn’t in
awe of anyone standing in front
of the other bench as shown by
Kansas' Midwest Regional victo
ry over top-ranked Indiana. That
win gave Williams a 3.0 record
against Bob Knight, and he
became the first coach outside
the Big Ten to beat Knight twice
in the same season

The Javhawks are riding an
attitude of being overlooked into
New Orleans, Listen to guard
Rex Walters after the Indiana
Bame:

“Last night I was watching
ESPN and the man picked us to
lose and he was wrong again. It
feels good. It feels real good,” he
said. ““We just try and prove
them wrong. A lot of people
have been picking against us,
and a lot of people have been
wrong."”

Few picked against North Car-
olina in the East, and the Tar
Heels had to go five extra min-
utes to beat Cincinnati and get
Smith his ninth trip to the Final
Four. His only national champi-
onship came in New Orleans
when then-freshman Michael
Jordan hit his famous jumper
from the left side to beat George-
town and Patrick Ewing

“We won a tournament this
weekend, and we'll go down
there and try to win another
one,”” Smith said

North Carolina's size and
depth wore down Cincinnati,
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