Reno wins Senate Judiciary Committee’s approval

WASHINGTON (AP) — Janet
Reno won unanimous approval
Wednesday from the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee to become the
nation’s first female attorney gener-
al after hearings one lawmaker
called "a veritable love-fest,”

The panel’s action sent her nomination to a vote in the
full Senate, where she is expected to win confirmation
easily and complete President Clinton’s Cabinet. Com
mittee Chairman Joseph Biden said he hoped the vote
could take place by the end of the week.

“1 think from the time Ms. Reno is sworn in that the
American people will know that they do have a friend
that they do have an advocate, that they really do have
a |r|'fl[1'||"!i counsel,” said Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D
Mass., just before the Judiciary vote

“1 think, in fact, it is history in the making, and l am
very proud to be here to be part of it,” said Sen. Dianne
Feinstein, D-Calif

Reno, 54, chief prosecutor in Miami for the last 15
vears, had cautiously weaved her way through two days
of questioning that revealed more about the breadth of
the Justice Department’s mandate than about her

She fielded questions on subjects ranging from inter-

NATIONAL

national terrorism to the tax system on Indian tribal
lands, promising to work with committee members, but
saying shemeeded to learn more

After a particularly long and detailed answer from
Reno on how she wanted to focus more attention on the
juvenile justice svstem, Sen, Herb Kohl, D-Wis., asked a
follow-up question

“Did you say vou would support increased funding for
juvenile justice?” he asked

“"Didn't sav.” she answered. Chuckles Noated around
the big hearing room
“1 can see vou're getting the hang of this. Might as well

Biden said later, alter Keno

keep the momentum going .
dav of tes

declined the offer of a break from her
timony
“This hearing demonstrates in my

second

mind that.the best
qualified man for the job is very often a woman,”” Sen
Carol Moseley-Braun said And | must say this has
frvl'!i i \I'Ill.lu.'.!t' |||\'- {est for vou

“1 can’t quite describe a confirmation hearing as a good
time,” Reno said

Reno’s description of her approach to legal manage
ment was decidedly centrist, and she |lrn:l:1sm! consul
tation not only with senators but with local law enforce-
officials. She recalled visiting the

ment Justice

[)!-pnr'llm'll! during the Carter administration
‘I was prepared to be in awe,” she said
of confused.”

Reno on Wednesday repeated her support for the
Brady Bill, which calls for a waiting period before peo-
ple can purchase handguns. Yet she said she ll]:puhl-ll
any outright ban ownership. She knew too
v handguns had saved lives, she said

1 Iu.ﬂ kind

wmy handgun

Many Cisas L'\.

Reno also s Lpports Limits on the sale ol :"nv_h J,\n\\!‘l’!'li
assanlt we f v W choice for street
Many "I"'".!"'

\ua ined again, Ren wiiel one of her highest priori
Mt ik o the pul i b hat criminals
will be p hed, and that victims of crimes should have
v sy before cases are plea-bargained

However, she cauttoned that defendants’ rights had to
be protected. For example, she expressed misgivings
thout radical changes in the rules that say illegaily
setzedd evidenoe cannot ’.-1- used by prosecutors Shae sup
i)urlwf the exi ril'tlm tor cases whire _.-u'... ¢ had o war-
ront. acted in good fmith, but made some mistake

But she said she still was open<minded on that and
other issues ( GHNEress m ‘f constder in an omnibus
wrime bill It 1s it mportant o not becomae oo ll"_L'.llhllI‘

on where vouo stand.,” she saud

Engineer formally charged in World Trade Center bombing

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) A
Palestinian-American chemical
engineer was ordered held with-
out bail Wednesday on a charge
of helping to bomb the World
Trade Center. He was the second
suspect linked directly to the
fatal blast, .

Nidal A. Ayyad, 25,
arrested at his suburban Maple-
wood home by an FBI SWAT
team. The Kuwaiti-born natural-
ized American citizen had ties
to Mohammed Salameh,
accused last week of renting the
van used to carry the bomb that
devastated the skyscraper com-
plex Feb. 26, killing five people.

A federal investigator said
Ayyad, like Salameh, also had
ties to El Sayyid Nosair, who
was acquitted of the 1991 assas-
sination of militant Israeli Rabbi
Meir Kahane but convicted of
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related charges.

James Esposito, the FBI chiel
for New Jersey, said Avvad's
chemical background was sig-
nificant, but he wouldn’t say
whether Ayyad was believed to
have made the bomb.

“By his educational back-
ground, he has expertise that
lends itself to this kind of
crime,” Esposito told reporters

Ayyad and Salameh knew
each other for more than a vear.
Esposito said. Ayyad’s father,
Abdel-Rahman Joseph Ayyad,
confirmed that Salameh had vis-
ited his son at the house in
Maplewood. He didn’t know
how often or how recently.

Reziq Ayyad, Ayyad's 17-
year-old brother, said during his
brother's court appearance that
Nidal and Salameh worshiped at
the same mosque, the location of

which he didnt specify. Oth
clals have said Salameh wor
shiped at a Jersey City, N.|
Illll\lllu' “hl-rv Nosair nlso !I-Ill
worshiped

The FBI said Ayvad and
Salameh share a bank account,
and that Ayvad's business card
was found among Salameh’s
personal things when Salameh
wis Ihursday
Avvad is a research engineer for
Allied-Signal Inc., which makes
engineered matenials and aero
space and automotive pl’l}dlﬂ.[“,

On the day before the bomb-
ing, according to an FBI com-
plaint, Salameh and an undeter-
mined number of other people
were seen making many trips to
a Jersey City storage warehouse
where explosives and bomb-
making materials were later
found. The complaint said they

arrested  last
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What was your first job?

APl Market:

part-t

drove o vellow Ryder rental van
which was believed used in the
bombing

Salamueh also was seon mak
ing telephone calls
phone nearby
four calls were made from that
phone to Ayyad's Line at Allied
Signal, the complaint said

I'he slorage shed was rented
to someone who identilied him-
self as Kamal Ibrahim, according
to the complaint, Esposito said
the FBI sure  whether
Kamal Ibrahim is a pseudonym

Several people, including
Salameh, were authorized to
have access to the shed, investi-
gators said

Discovered in the shed alter
the bombing were several hun-
dred pounds of urea, nitric acid,
sulfuric acid, other chemical
compounds, and equipment

froom a |n.|'.
and records show
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What do you ||ke most about your 1ob at the Booksiore?
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As a woman, what do you bring to your work?
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What would you like most to see happen for women?

suich as }:l\lljll.lll'li hl'.lk(ll’.‘é.
flasks, and a mortar and pestle,

the FBI said

here were enough chemical
to llflllllll v pri-
“according

compounds
mary high explosive
to the complaint

Eleven davs before the trade
center blast, Ayvyad rented a red
General Motors car and listed
Salamueh as an additional driver,
the complaimt said. When the
van believed used in the bomb-
FBI said,
Salameh was accompanied by a
second person in o red GM car.

ing was rented, the

Ayyad appeared Wednesday
before U1LS, Magistrate Dennis
Cavanaugh on a complaint
charging him with ‘arding and
abetting the malicious damage
and destruction™ of the trade
center
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