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EDITORIAL

Higher education
needs saving grace

Secondary education has been given a temporary
reprieve in Oregon.

The Senate voted Tuesday to refect the school fundin
bill that passed only last week in the House. The biﬂ
would have cut school spending by over 10 percent,
leading to a catastrophic series of layoffs and cuts in
public schools.

The Senate should be applauded for its action.
Although cuts still have to be made from the state bud-
get, it’s refreshing to see a few senators are actually con-
cerned for the future of the state — the children. That
doesn't mean the Senate won't reverse its decision in the
next few weeks, but at least it is aware of the importance
of education.

However, where does that leave the University sys-
tem? The House and Senate have dropped the ax on
higher education repeatedly as a result of Measure 5.
Despite heavy lobbying, the University continues to face
huge.cuts, resulting in less jobs and services. And unfor-
tunately, saving the secondary schools’ budget may
mean even deeper cuts in the higher education budget, a
prospect nobody should look forward to.

The bottom line is that the Oregon Legislature
responds to the most powerful lobby. In this case, the
Oregon Education Association was able to take advan-
tage of strong Senate backbiting between Senate Democ-
rats and President Bill Bradbury. The OEA convinced
senators that public schools — which their kids could
very well attend — should be protected from voters’ bad
decision making. Higher education has no such lobbying
}!l W, .

Naturally public schools are easier to defend. Children
aren’t of voting age and shouldn't be penalized for their
parents misguided judgments. But the Legislature needs
to put the same standards on higher education. Even
though college students pay their own way through
school, it doesn't mean they should be denied the oppor-
tunity for affordable education.

Essentially, the Senate responded to one lobbying

effort while ignoring another. Ultimately, all forms of
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Thank the IFC

MEChA would like to thank
the Incidental Fee Commiltee
for increasing our 1993-94 bud-
gel. We received the increase
because of the increased ser-
vices and responsibilities our
student union has taken on in
the past couple of years

MEChA (the University Chi-
cano student union) has been
the only Oregon chapter for 24
vears. This year, it lmip\!d estab-
lish two other MEChASs in Ore-
gon, at Portland State Universi-
ty and at Oregon State
University. MEChA's member-
ship has doubled in the past

was that there is not enough
God going around the state of
Oregon because so many people
refuse to pay attention to him

I did claim that Qaks’
thoughts are occupied by bitter-
ness and hate. 1 won't retract
that; | think it's a valid assess-
ment

Oaks has made no apparent
distinction between “true Chris-
tians" and “pretend Christians.”
In fact, he left a definite impres-
sion that all Christians fit his
definition of a "KKKristian." |
resent that.

I'm very sorry | didn't address
his “test question’ on Native

islative Assembly, he has a de
facto duty to a constituency
much larger than that of his
home district — one which
CNCOMm passes the entire state. He
has a duty to hear the words of
those who will be affected by
his decision.

We hope Campbell will
reconsider his refusal to meet
with Oregonians who live out-
side of District 43

Larry Williaps
Secretary/Treasurer, GTFF

Scholarship

In a time when the news




