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deatening
audio
assault of
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techno-

funk. A
kaleidoscope of
lasers. Flamboyantly

=} s

dressed characters
lost in a sea of sweetly
scented smoke.

They call it a rave, a hive
underground dance party,
not to be confused with the
cantna scene from Star Wars
And s populanty is sweeping
across the country in a mad
denmimg rish

he concept arnved from
Fngland almost five vears ago
And as these underground
testivals have emerged into
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the manstream li']h'\.:t' stu

dents have been swept away In
them in surprising numbers
I he

dawn i a hip, surreal atmos

idea of dancing unnl

phere has I»:n-\t'd to be an
attractive altemative to ordi
nary Cand legal) dance clubs

“A rave party s ust a party
plaving a lot of e hre with
cight hours of pure encrgy
and dancimg,” savs Western Kentucky |
mmor kevin Todd. “It's hike the nineties
version of a disco party. When the music
gets goime vou 're just nding the bear”

Lhe fire wgnited i Los Angeles and New
York City but has spread quickly o college
campuses from Arizona to Kentucky
Despite thewr reputation as drug havens,
aves I'l.l\l' r"" o -l“ t’l(‘ |<lg"

This explosion of populanty has been
Chronmicled in movies and television, a sure
sIgT thiaat raves are not just Lo those in the
know. “Madonna's new video and movies
hike Bad Influence and Basic Instinct arve
making them more mainstream,” Todd
“Beverly Hills 90210 even did an

episode about 1" Yet many

Vs

contend thes atention will not
make raves lose thew appeal
Katy Ramires, a sophomore at
Amernican 1 savs raves will outlast the
hvpe “Raves were not meant to be tads,”
she savs

Held in abandoned warehouses, clubs
or vacant fields, raves ental elaborate hght

and mood-enhan

shows, techno-musi
mng substances. They've \FI.I\\IH'li A LN
stvle and look for this generation Wald
leggings, Doc Martins

crushed velvet dresses, masks and extrava

print shirts

gant hats are commaon ature. The music is

yN

maost olten a sam
phng ot disco
favorites with the
latest in synth
pop technology
Ihe audio aspect
of a4 rave s one of
the hlggl'-\l Allra
tons bor ravers
"i'l'ui\h' who are
big music fans will
music and
But it
Ramirez

savs, “Rave music 1s a good beat

cntcize the
sav it's all ssnthetu
evokes teehing

that gives vou the opportunity to let go ”

She savs the raves are absolutely exhila
rating. “It's hke one big unified mass of
people dancing around and letting out
thewr aggressions 1o a beat”

o some rave-goers, nding the beat
requires the assistance of a mind-altenng
"The first rave | went o was in
New York,” savs Bethany Stevens, a sopho

substance
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Kentucky U "t
was \\!l(i
we'le f'\('l\\\‘l( e
Ihere

costasy

was acid
Pe -fi]l'

were walking out

after using coke; 1t
Was o

Raves in cines hike
l"lll\\l”( }\\
Sashwalle

quite as mmtense

inid
lenn., are neot
Drugs do
not play such a dommant role

and the crowd 1s more diverse, Todd sayvs

“A rave is the loudest, most exhilarating, sensual experience on earth, even without drugs.

Many others also are quick to point ot
that drugs are not the muin attractnon. At
anv club or dance scene there may be
dilsﬂ\. Ramirez savs, but they are not as
prevalent at raves

“It's not really a drug thang: it's the unify
cation.”

A natural lngh from the atmosphere

- "By Tracy Mercer, The Graphic, Pepperdine U,

more at Western

drugs

of the bathrooms

P
3
i
-
2
g

and energy is enough for
some ravers, A rave is the
loudest, most exhilarating
sensual experience on earth
even without drugs,” says
Laura Wiltord, & junior at
Western Kentucky, “lt's a
chance to vent all of your
energy and just dance.”

But all this venting some
tmes does attract the atten
ton of the local authonues
Part of the thnll of an under
ground party s the secrecy
Most raves are not pubhi
crred partiers Iind out about
them through thiers which
give a locatnion where maps
are distnbuted

Because some raves are
held in abandoned ware
houses or vacant lots, the
potential for conflict with
police is great. Ramirerz says
raves often are broken up
because the crowd is huge
there are Lire law violanons
or complaints come from
newhbors

The reputation raves have
tor drug and alcohol use also
“The

}rn|ll e will associate a huge

attracts the ]lnhu-

mass of trenaed kids with
drugs,” she savs
In Milwaukee
arrested more than 900 peo
}lh' at a “Grave Rave™ on
l!.llll'\\#(!l
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The event was
held i a warchouse, and police sid the
rave was distupted because the location
wis unsale and SPONsSOrs were operating
without o hicense

his crackdown s what has torced the
rave scene abonve ;;1--|:|:||i! .ill-l discown e 8
cntre prencurs from using the events as a
get-nch-quick scene. Some of the first
underground raves in Los Angeles were
put on by inanaers, producers and back
ersanterested i making a fast buck

By I WHITIZANE FAVEeS, SOIe say ig-nanu
SpOnsons have taken away the novelty of the
concept and replaced it wath just another
club alternative. Norman Bermios, who has
frequented Los Angeles and San Diego

raves sivs, “When raves moved
ithove ground they lost then
sprnt Raves muay be safer and
ll';;,l]_ but they 're Jl\nhnllllu uy

Former Los \qu'll‘-- local Kelh Tyler
Also |ul|;;~ for the davs of the carly, under
ground rave scene. "l was reallv a wild
tme. You telt like you could escape into
Wonderland and not have to come out

until 5 the next moming ™

Maria Burnham, College Heights
Herald, Western Kentucky U, and Heather
Gascongne, Marquette Tribune, Marquette
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