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Minorities hunger for a well - balanced education
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University administrators are bending over backward to make minorities feel less isolated in the campus environment.

By Paul Heltzel, Collegiate Times, Virginia Tech

hen Charlene
Hernandez was
threatened last

spring  alter

publicly chastising her student
government for being racially
insensitive, she wasn’t afraid.
She was angry.

She was used to the mtmidation often
asson tated with standing up lor her convie
tions. Just two years earhier, the LU of
Notthern Colorado senitor s car was
shiwved down a hall alter she cntczed the
uraversaty Lor f.’u MOSIILR o COMTIIE e i
speaker who opposed balingual educanon
\I"\('I.I] ll.l\‘ I.ll“l “ll(- e f'l\"'l I'h"“l'
threats at the Hispanic Cultural Center
where she spends much of her time

“We know what vou look Tike
sard. “We know where vou live.”

I'he threats, although unnerving, drove
home Hernandees's earhier suspiaions
the day when people of different races can

the vince

live together and accept each other's di
terences s a long way away
It just reconfirms a lot ol the leelings
vou have when vou come into school,”
Hemander savs. 1 don't expect anyvone to
understand how | feel. Acceptance 1s
manly what U've asked for, not necessanh
understanding
For munonty students nanonwide, gomg

to college can be a lonely and frustrating

expenence. And as the number ol minon
v students entenng college increases — by
215,000 between FORS and 19490 sih
mcrease minonty student demands tor
more culturally diverse campus environ
ments and curricula that explore theu
hentages

And colleges are histenmng

At the U of California, Los Angeles, stu
dents can magor in Alro Amencan studies,
kast
wormen ' s studies, Clucano studies or Asian

Astan languages and cultures,
vmertcan studies. Students also can
request an achviser of thewr own ethnicy

Williams College in Massachusetts has
worked since the 1Hls 1o brosden s cur
nculum by explonng Amencan mnorty
cultures and non-Western views. Fhe fa
ulty voted i 1983 o make the muloculoa
al class “People and ( ultures”™ the hirst
requited course i the ¢ ollege s history

\ccordmg to recruiting materials, the
goal of Ocadental € ollege in Los Angeles
15 to become the premier multicultural
Liberal arts institution in the country
Formerly dominated by white students
minony students now make up more than
H) percent of the school's enrollment
John Brooks Slaughter, president of the
college, 1s tond of saying the school s
devoted o equity and excellence 2

At Arizona State 1
working to mcrease enrollment of under
represented Hispanic women through ns
Mothers and Daughters
he unversity recruits girls

administrators are

Hispani
Program

tromm 13 1o 18 vears old whose prarents el
not attend « n||l'g|' Mothers and daugh
ters attend sessions I|||-'ll|.;|1- it the yvear
on campus and discuss thewr culture

[he purpose of the program is to ke
mothers advocates of lngher educaton for
their children. The results are encourag
g, and some of the mothers have decd
ed o attend college themselves

Sull, with all of the care
going mnto planming multcul
tural curncula, manv sav a
predominantly Anglo vetl
contnues to shroud the env
ronment ol many canipiises

“There 1s a strong Western
l‘illniu{‘.lu slant o educaton
in schools today Sy s
Robert Grathith, a1l ol
Southern Californa
student. “They will siress how much blacks

graduate

e ked cotton, but they won't tell you tha
a black man mvented the first cotton gin.

The US
almost instututionahzed exclusion ol

educannon svstem and s

minonty history has created leelhings ol
ahienanon and anger in students who now
are calling for more vaned education

When feeling caulturally dislocated,
munonty students can teel hike thewr class
mates are speaking a foreign language,
Conthith savs

“They're all relating 1o and talking
about things that vou don 't know anything
about,” Gniffith savs. “"And depending on
how insightful the istructor s, different

\TINSUE
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prennts of View may by Brushied asacle
To's thaat ek ool invsagz b thiaet mmuas Prevent
unmersines trom developing strong el

nic studhies programs, a cnteal reguie

pent i At g andd retaning o
studdents, savs Cl Spogren, assistant v
chancellor at the |1 ol Southern
Calibosrnna

When munority necds are not e
backlash can result. Lake at the |
Massachuserts, where a black stude
Heweedhy IS ANA ot white nonestu
dent thas Lall, tnggening ongoang ra
Lest At the campuas

Ty ooy e bbot 1oy g H the hostalities o In
racally dimaded campus 1 Mass Preswdent
Michael Hooker aguecd to have mnonrities
make up 20 percent of the freshimen «la
wndd 20 percent of campus prolessional
e executives b 1D

Form tull-omtion se holarships are being
iu--‘.l-!rrl il two recTuniing positions will
he filled Iy imunontes

Fnrolling more manonity student

doesn’t necessandy provide o more culoa

Wy dhiverse campus of eduacation, sa
Vandena Venkatesh, who Last vear cared
acombined bachelor s and masted

degree om UOCLA

| hat having more nunontes leads
greater understanding s noca ginven
Venkatesh savs Ihat depends on how
the university environment works It

doesn’t necessanldy create some kind ol
bindging ol all gaps
Schools are histemng, though, and mialk
g 4 concerted etlor o close those holes
by requiting more nunonty students
Though a Large munonity populiation
may not provide a better education, says

Rone |

Virginia Tech, moreased minonty enroll

“ﬂli!}ll"lulri a sophomore at

ment helps o foster an environment con
ducve to learming

‘1 attended a predommantly black mso
tution, and vou recenve basically the san
cducation as at any other unmiversity
'\lt'I}hl‘ SO0 Savs It has to do with
whether a e rson feels comtortable

Developing that learning atmosphcre

where nunonty students teel at case can in

“They will stress how much blacks
pricked cotton, but they won't tell you a
black man invented the first cotton gin.”

difficuly, savs Natahie Young, a semor at
Anzona State

Tromn secunty in numbers

It's an ease that can come

‘Non-tmnorty students Hind o bard 1o
deal with black students wanting to be
together,” Young savs, “We want our own
COTIry

Young savs minonity students feel tur
ther misunderstood when they protest
university ])lillt s On campus She savs
protesting is a necessity if this trend
toward equality and muloculturalism is wo
conbnue .l\\llt']lflll"l't!ll('\

“The perceprion s, "Look at them,
mihitants, ™ Young
savs. “But our voices aren’t heard of we
don’t protest.” u

there they go agan
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