ofhee
ruminating on some student’s records, trving
to figure out if he will allow the student into the
College of Fine Arts. He's just finished filming
his role as Elijah Muhammad in Spike Lee's L
est ek, Maleodm X, and s relaxing now, nding
off the tremendous media hype that's followed
And then u happens — hike 1t always happens
Someone interrupts his solitude. It seems she s tving to

| Freeman buzzes about his Howard |

gl her musician bovinend to meet Freeman
“She knows 'mon theater and really not i musi

Average starting salaries by major

| Crmm e .-.w; Pmctriesl

By Karen Good, The Hill

It doesn’t really matter, though. Freeman has conned
and that makes hun a connection

He tells the story of 4 woman who approached ham one

Lions

day with a bniet outline of o screenplay she'd written. “The
“and then came II;,;III back and
il vou don’t hind it interesting

woman left,” he savs,
asked, "Oh, by the way
could vou pass it along to Spike for me-

You know the hingo. Contacts. Hook-ups, Connedctions
IThe whole it ssnot-what-vou-know-but-who-vou-know
thing. It's a game college students play once they tind out
that a tew wellchosen contacts can make all the difterence
i getting a foot mn the door

Amy Giberson, a jumor at San Diego State |
knows how to play it

Giberson, who studies elementary education

Jobs & Careers Report

s all about.’
Valernie Wilson Wesley,
satvs students have 1o be careful with conned ions

semor editor ol Fuoence taga
7ine

“1 thank that it s inportant o do some networking and
have contacts, but the bottom hne s that vou really have to
“It's kind of hke the

old ¢ Xprossion that f yvou have a contact, it may get vou imn

have vour skills together,” she says

the door, but your skills and talent are what's gonna keep

voul in the room .~

“It’s way too idealistic for
a person to think thc'v can
mabke it on their own.”

— Mikel Husband, a senior

Wesley savs shie's imterviewed students who thank then

connecions are going o h'(‘ll them in the toom. It always
backlires on them, she savs '“Nll:l].: an nterview, | had a
voung writer who just made 1t a point of telling me every
one she knew and that her parents were very prominent
et r|l|t " she savs. “And it kinda turned me off. The hirst
thing out of her mouth was hike, T so-andso and | know
soeand-so Tt was really kind of obnoxious.”™
In a nght job market, though, when thousands of col
lege graduates with the nght qualificatons are competing
lor the same posiions, it's hard o convince students that a
connectnon can't do anything but help them
"The |n}| market Il;:lll now is so tough, ™ savs ]ru
Pretreyk, a jumior at the U of Arizona. "You need every
)

“‘:om Ff_"- ) volunteers in a local grade school, trving to make
832,574 ” . @ contacts to ncrease her shot atajob
$40.173 SJ'JcN $35 141 ‘ﬂ.' 574 S “I've learned through my Bamily vou have 1o not
= v ¥ W only develop connections but to keep them,”™ she
$31.572 savs. "1 don't think anvone's going 1o hire me
to + ( %, ‘ F because my mom's in the school cdhistrict, but
SERISO -f ' they 're gomng to take o second look atme.”
$i‘ 572 $20 5092 $29 452 $20 347 And that's the key
$27.566 i el | P | think it's way too idealistic tor a person to
':o think they can make 1t on their own,” says Mikel
!2‘& } .[ $ T. Husband, a senior at Howard 1 I mean... there
$27 568 $26 165 $24 807 $24 144 alre ||<'H['|l out there with Ph.D s and master’'s
W aatewns H W W by degrees who do not have jobs that reflect these
& 323843 honors and it doesn’t make any sense. They're just
b ﬂ rﬁ@ sitting around thinking, "Damn, P've got a PhD
< % and 'm working at McDonald’'s
3‘ $0.84 19 $23.10 e $22.601 Husband savs that s nen -_:rn:liu_l’nll.t}qnll ey ham
; $22.554 B e N —I] -l He jomed Phi Beta Sigma Fratermaty, Inc, to make
] to BN the kind of connections that will keep him from
- $20,833 ‘@- __'- “——’ i the McDonald's rut little chionee
= 554 $22060 $21,300 $21.011 $20.833 “1 go to conferences and meet older frat broth sicdelines
& { H Josnatien M ers,” he savs. “A vear ago 1 went to thas conlerence
, j and met two graduate chapter frat brothers who  gone
2 il were teachers i Flonda, They gave me their cards
E $20687 $20619 L‘O]-m $10776 819,114 and told me o call them so they could keep me
Source: Collegiate Employment Rescarch Institute, Michigan Staie | abreast on how the job market for teachers was
a down there and possiblv hook me up. That's what
LTHE SATIONAL COLLEGE MAGAZINE  MARCH 19493
o - ™ Thl ) "4 DA M F Ay R " BB LA N L i, T e

edge you can get.”

Steffame Carr, a semor at Howard, savs students have

they either play the game or stand on the
|||N'l1l||l- wed, "You could look i the want ads
for a job and mine tmes out of 10, those jobs are already
given to somebody’s triend or traterniy brothes
\\lll PIed ('I\f'li N} l“”lk tlll__ \’I" Vs

"We hive in a politcal world and that's what makes the
world go round. It doesn’t have 1o be a Bar world or a tan

system, but that's the reality of " a




