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Kathmandu delegate
praises democracy

By Katy Moeller

Emerald Contributor

When there was no democra-
cy in Nepal, the student forum
was the only forum for political
activities, said the newly elect-
ed deputy mayor of Kathman-
du, Nepal, Thursday.

Nabindra Raz Joshi is a mem-
ber of a three-party delegation
from Nepal sponsored by the
Eugene/Kathmandu Sister City
Commiltee.

A strong believer in student
activism, Joshi made an
unscheduled visit to the Uni-
versity to meet with the “honor-
able president” Bobby Lee.

“Democracy should be the
concern of everyone,” said
Joshi, who was elected in
Nepal's democratic elections.

A college student during the
panchayat system, a time when
politic al parties were outlawed
and the parliament was dis-
solved by King Mahendra, Joshi
remembers the brutality that
existed.

During a visit to the neighbor-
ing city of Trissuli, Joshi and 22
others on their way to a student
conference were taken by
puhu repeatedly beaten and
left in a forested area, Joshi said

“We told them to kill rather
than keep beating us,”" he said

The concern that students in
other countries have shown lor
Nepali people has made a dil-
farence, Joshi said.

“When | was in prison for
lour '\I.'ilfﬁ. someone gave us
news that there was an under-
ground meeting in Moscow. In
the meeting they demanded for
our release. It was great news
It was happiness for us for at
least 15 days. We got inspira-
tion from that,” he said.

Joshi said he does not believe
it is necessary to encourage stu-
dents to get involved in student
unions.
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“First, let people to be ready
to think. If they think, then we
won't have to say that they
should be active in student
unions. They will already be
active themselves,” he said

Though thousands of miles
from the Kingdom of Nepal, the
south-central Asian country
between India and China that
boasts the highest mountain
range in the world, Joshi does
not feel out of place in Eugene

“When | was in Eugene the
first day, | thought [ was in my
own home,"” he said.

There have been a few cultur-
al differences that he has
noticed, though.

“There is an independent
thinking in American people
which is very, very positive,”
Joshi said.

“Nepali people feel that soci-
ety is the most important for
them. Americans feel the indi-
vidual is the most important for
them," he said.

Joshi was also surprised to
find that nearly every person he
talked to had been divorced

In Kathmandu, the capital
city of Nepal, which has a pop-
ulation of about one million
there have only been 18 cases of
divorce this yvear, Joshi said

The independence that
women in the United States
enjov is not vet a reality in
Nepal, but Joshi said he believes
that will change now that there
is a democracy

“In your country there is no
difference between men and
women. In my country there is
still a difference. Most women
are dominated,” he said

The Kathmandu/Eugene Sis-
ter City Committee is working
with Joshi on a student
exchange program that will
allow students interested in
going to Nepal to do intern-
ships.
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Where The Night Ends...
The Day Begins

Frequent (Buy 9, 10th FREE) Flyer Program

Breakfast at Rennie’s

Breakfast Hours: 7:30-10:30 M-F, 9-11.30 Sat/Sun

1214 Kincaid ® 687-0600

credit.

or call 346-4351.

Public Schools
Qurdoor School
Human Services
ILeadership Training

After all, it is your education
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Personalize your education through
E.S.C.A.P.E. by participating in the
community while earning upper-division

Trylng to ﬁgure out what to
take next term?

How about a class in reality?
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For more information see us in EMU M-111
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Time:

You don’t have
to be another
statistic

Rape Prevention
and Personal
Safety
Workshop...

Statistics show one in four college age
women have been sexually assauited.
Ten percent of sexual assault victims are
men. We urge you to learn more about
how you can prevent sexual assault.

Where: Oregon West Fitness
1475 Franklin Bivd.
485-1624

When: Tuesday, Feb. 23rd

8:15 p.m.

Sponsored by the Lifestyle Planning Program at the U of O Stwdent Health Center.
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