They're dishing out
something a little
less cheesy, a little
more believable

ut of the secondary silence that
I;'l'fl'lllll"i like an all-too-brel
¥ respite between the high-inten
sity chords of EMFE's Latest

Stugma, swells a nsing chorus ol
rmonous voices. Deep in form and nch
the methodi al chants are spre 1l

Mnding |||~| .|\[h|\‘.llllu|g sound nears s
pannacle

though, a singularly recognz
€ lone emerges fronm the vocal mass,

desperate and defiant in s forceful
lamation
Fime s what Twant,” he savs
But then tme runs out, and the hard

cdged rifls of brutal vreality reach out 1o
sbap you night in the face
We needed something in the chorus of
Blue Highs™ ] and 1 had this record of
Bulganian chants,” lan Dench, lead-gu
st and songwriter for EME, says from
e coey conhines ol his Leeds hotel room
and just ran the
rack 1o see if anvthing sounded right at
he begimming of this record. It i peried U
with the track — perfect in time, perfect in
vevoall the chord changes — and we
hought, ‘Shit, there's something going
there” Sowe put it straight down on

S0l put thas record on,

he record.”

It seems rather obvious that
something definitely isgoing on
hiere, that these overnight
Brinish sensations haven't
quite Lallen into the formu-
L vond of pop-conform
v that te MpLs SO many
one-hitwonder acts with
its uresisuble appeal of
¢ hart-te PPING success
EME, in fact, seems
determined to shed its
Fop 10, New-Kids-on-
the-Limey-Block image
with a vengeance. As
the refrain of Stigma's
opening track goes,

i and this
e, they've got some-
rinru:lulumt'

‘1t was a difficult time writ-
ing the album because it was
so selfconscious,” Dench says.
It was like, ‘Who are we? What
dre we doing?” We had to just shrug
off the pressure to write another ‘Un-
believable’ and do our own thing

*[The album] is kind of autobiographi-
cal in a way. Schubert Dip was done ata ume

thev re here,”

when we had no responsibilities... it was all
energy and excitement about being in a
band. Stgma s kind of dealing with what
we've been through over the Last two years
and how it's become a way of lite.”

In fact, EMF appears to take a bit of a
defensve stand aganst cntics who decned
the instant applause showered on the
band following its first release

To this end, the caretully crafted songs
O MM SCTVE A8 ATISWETS 1T ant to silence
the still-skeptical purists ol alternative
music. Even the album's less-than-subtle
utle pro

vides a clue o EME s opimon of its recent
exposure to the scrutinous il withenng

culoure \i---'lll_jliF |
guess [the name 5] kind of having 1o Tive

glare of the mass

up to pes iia!f S IISCONCePUOns about the
Dench

write us off as some shallow pop band

baaniel wlmits. “Some people stall
they haven 't hstened. ™

EME's calmed-down

round approach o studio recording, cou

second-time

lllt'li with a mu h clearer sense of s
ntended musical direction, allowed the
band to explore freely the houndless lim
its of 1ts stvle while recording Stigma. The
band had all the tme it needed o finish
tht t'\ln'llrru'n!

“Another  problem
Schubert [hp was that we were

with

rushed n doing 1, we
worked with plnlllsl crs
and just didn’t have the
confidence to sick up
far our beliels in
soime wavs,” Dench
savs. "1t was a bit
ol 4 Comproms
But on this ane
it's like we know
how we want Lo
\1|I1|lll 1nivw
we e just cap
turing that sort
of live encrgy
"We're work
INg more as a
band, and
maturing, and
we're kind of get-
ung into it more,”
he savs decisively
"We developed more
control over this album
It's kind of like our first
album; it feels like our first
album.”
Ironically, though, the band’s
staunch determination to gain cntical

and artistic appre wal may have alienated it

Tromn an essential legon ol s ongin il Lans
the teenybopper set
I thunk | the

ple. some of the teen press that say, "0Oh

dbum | threw some peo

they turned thewr back on thew exating

stufl and they wet obd and |n:1'|.[!g adimes

Dench with a hant of deoll Boush sarcasim

deeper than that.
We're authentic.”

in his vorce. “Well, fair enough | guess
some people wha Liked us being a pop
band or whatever don’t hike us 1o develop
away troe that

“So many rubbish songs go o number
one. IUs not really a recommendanon tor a
song to go o number one and for a band
to have immediate chart success with our
kind of background. Some people write
vortt of! tor that, though 1 nbehevable was
an excellent song.”

I'hus despite the obvious appeal of
churning out mindlessly robotcsounding
singles, Dench professes EME would mu h
rather earn success during the longer haul
olf its career. " Ldon't always want 1o do thas
‘heart of the top thing 100 much,” he says

Ihat may mean giving up the mass we
saw-t-on-MTV following of fans who come
with being at the top of the charts with a
song like "Unbelievable.”™ But Dench
doesn’t seem to mind, especially if the
band makes itself and its music a hittle
more believable along the way.

“If there's anything we should steer
clear of, it's obvious single material,” he
says emphatically, * cause if there's some-
thing we feel uncomfortable with, it's a
jolly upbeat pop record. We just wanted 10
make a sort of statement: "Hey, look, we go
deeper than that. We 're authentic.™™
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