EMF Drops the Fluff Act + Elvis Makes Beautiful Music
Ice Cube Preys on Your Senses « Phish Stinks + Peel Stateside?
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4 EMs Costello
1 The Juliet Letters
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. Elvis Costello’s latest work of musical art,
: The Juliet Letters, rolls 1o a stop and the last
! long note hangs in the air. 1vis a beauntul
¢ thing.

% Departng from his
normal pop/ new wave
format, Costello has
incorporated the sinng
ensemble Brodsky
Quartet 10 add a classy
cal twist

His Hipness mixes the
beauty of stnnged instruments with his deep,
wavering voice 1o produce a melodic, hyp-
notc, dynamic and ohso-hauntung album

This listening experience begins with
“Deliver Us™ in which Costello softly sings
above a deep cello, crescendoing into a flur-
v of violins. He uses the beauty of classical
instruments to benefit the mood of the song,
reminiscent of “This Mortal Coil's Blood ™
Very cool.

iy P -25._ e

B ., e

o

spin amidst swirhing violins and Costello’s
signature alternatve (the onginal use of the
word) stvle. A definite must for any musical
hbrary. ® Kim McGee, The Rebel Yell, U ol
Nevada, Las Vegas

ice Cube
The Predator
ok ok

Ihis new release from lee Cube probably
won't make 1t into Lipper Gore's collection
of CDs, but The Predator 1s sure to gamer loe
Cube the one thing he seems so good at
AUTRCUNE — attenton

Much hike he has on past recordings, lce
Cube makes iberal use of racial shurs and vieor
lent descriptions, eaming a parental advison
for his album. And if you can get around his
less-than-poetic justification for violence
(*We had 1o tear the
motherfucker up”),
vou'll find that Predator is
fairly representative of
Cube's previous work —a
gutwrenching voice for

these words life, loe Cube has concocted a set
of rap tunes as passionate and frustrating as
the vouce that cumes them

Hunt this one down. ® Brett Barrouquere,
I he Nvcholls Wenth, Nicholls State

Phish
Rif
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Your can't say it any clearer than this — the
newest catch from Phish s not fit for con-
\ll.nll:th i

Ihe band's rademark eclectic style back-
fires into 4 montage of 13 random, often
mismatched pieces called Rift. which
drowns in one too many genres of thumping
musical stvle, despite the group’s obvious
musical talent
“Sparkle,” the band’s
meager attempt  at
something, 1s a coun-
try-western nightmare
straight from Hee Haw,
complete with twangy
guitar. And “"Weigh”
sounds like an episode
from They Might Be Giants meets alterna
tive jazz. Many of the songs such as “Rift”
and “Fast Enough For You™ start out with
enucing, bluesy rhythms, only to turn into
Olivia Newton John-ish reprises. 1t's a prob
lem typical of the album

But Phish’s most prominent red herring
lies in s singing abilin. . or lack thereol. At
best the group sounds like a weak version ol
Simon and Garfunkel

At worst, Phish sounds like a recording
from Sesame Street [ive with syntheticsound-
ing harmonies and impossibly stupid and
repettive lyncs

Fhe only saving grace for the group is its
talent for musical solos. At least hall the
songs on the album contain 30second snip-
pets of some of the jazziest guitar and plano

In *1 Almost Had a Weakness,” Costello rap with demanding, solos outside New York, the band’s special-
5, uses a fast, sharp violin, teasing the histener  energetic background Iy
2 with his lilting voice. And the uplifting  rhythms Having come ofl a raging summer tour
""J melody itself disguises the lyrics (and | His message on this album is as powerfully  with Blues Traveler and Spin Doctors, you'd
a4 burned the photographs of your wedding  inyour-face as all his others. "1 do want the  think Phish might have learmned something
G clothes; God they were ugly chiidren), leav-  white man 1o understand .. To see that what  about quality music. Obviously not. Throw
d INg a sarcastic grin on the serious music. he did in the past s stll affecung us now.”  this one back. ® Nicole Cobban, The
T'his album seduces vou, taking you in to  Taken with the mesmenzing jam that gives  Bucknellian, Bucknell U
A brief look at January/February concert listings
, OK, 1/26; Kansas City, MO, 1/27; Dallas, TX, 1/29; Tempe, AZ, 2/1; Los
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