Mouvie Previews * Does NC-17 Spell Box-Office Failure?
Hughes Brothers Get Gritty In Menace * Video Releases

By PHILLIP ZONKEL

I he Northern Sar, Northern hinos |

With Hollvwood executives recovernng from
the desperate rush 1o release Oscar-caliber

chsan nme tor nominatons, the pickings tor
lanu
Bt
1 2-page research paper isn't due unul April
Groundhog Day (Columbia Pictures)

[t's not Saturday Nght with Todd giving noo
cies 1o Lisa. Instead Bill Murray s hve from
Punxsutawney, Pa., as vour local TV weather
nan. Phil Connors. He's no Willard Scont
though, Connors is a sellish schmuck on his

ary and February are shmmer than ever

why not take ina movie anvway? That pesky

least Bwonte assignment — the Groundhog D
Festval. He finds himself stuck in tme, endless
v repeating Feb. 2 = ad navseam for him and,
hopetully, ad hilanum tor audiences

Untamed Heart (MGM)

Chrstan Slater pumps up the drama in this
il explonng the never-been-explored topic of
voung adult love, Caroline (Mansa Tomet) s a
streetsmart waitress with a history of bad rela
twnships. Slater plays Adam, the reclusive bus

v whao tries to clean up the lefrovers ol
Carohine’s life. It's an entree of learning about
lite with a side order of romance. Together they
may become the special of the day
National Lampoon’'s Loaded Weapon | (New
Line Cinema)

From the company that brought us classics
like Animal House and Vacation comes an action

omedy starring Emilio Estevez. Sull smoking
trom box office bonanza Mighty Ducks, Estevez
should be in prime form for this one. With
imea appearances from Whoopt Goldberg,
William Shatner, Charlie Sheen and CHiuPs
swtors Enk Estrada and Larry Wilcox, it's bound
10 be an intellectually sumulating cinematic
CXperience
Lorenzo's Ol (Universal Pictures)

Onginally set for an early fall release but
delaved inan effort 1 nng in the new year with
Wwads of Oscar notices, this film stars Nick Nole
and Susan Sarandon in the real-life story of
Augusto and Michaela Odone. A doctor tells
the couple no cure is available for the condition
Ulhcung their Syear-old son, Lorenzo, who 1s
gven a two-year life expectancy. For this couple,

Six more weeks of winter? Bill Murray travels to Punxsutawney, Pa., to celebrate Groundhog Day.

rounding your son with frenzied Clearasil

taking two aspinins and calling the doctor in the
MM IS0 Ean Oplion
Biood In... Biood Out (Hollywood Pictures)

Ihe lives of three Latino cousins are linked
forever by, among other things. . blood. In case
vou missed the last 80 gang flicks, here's anoth
er, but, undoubtedly, not your Last chiance o see
street violence at its finest. Dunng a span of 10
vears, the cousins’ lives take unexpected wrns
in their individual pursuits of power and sur
vival. Will their quests leave rivers that run
bload red? Will Hollywood ever stop making
thus tred genre of film-?

Chiidren of the Corn li: The Final Sacrifice
(Miramax)

Brutal murder, father-son bonding and
romance combine 1o fuel a provocative stors
line in this sequel o the junior high classi that
frightened many a preteen-ager. Again a band
of murderous youths has killed a slew of adulis
in this sleepy Nebraska town (Is there any other
kind of town in Nebraska?) But hark, a reporter
desperate 1o save his career arrives (o get the
scoop and brings along s son i an attempt to
reconcile their strained relatonship. What bet
ter way 1o improve family relanons than by sur

crecpss But wait, there's more. Romance blos
soms when the duo meet two women. What else
contld a Bl offers Free admission maybe

The Temp (Paramount)

You know her as Stacey — Wavne's mentally
unstable girliriend from Wayne's World — but
Lara Fivnn Bovle won't be nding her bike into
any parked cars as she portrays the vicious temp
of doom. She's not just typing, answering
phones and making copies; she's hell bent on
climbing the corporate ladder even il it requires
murder. Get ready tor Working Girl meets The
Hand that Rocks the Cradle in this action thller
that will make vou tremble in fear every ume
vou stroll past a temp agency
Passion Fish (Miramax)

A routine leg waxing turns into a brush with
death when wrathiul soap star May-Alice (Mary
MeDonnell) is hit by a cab on the way to the
salon. But she's about to get an atutude adjust
ment from a scaly creature. That's nghe s a
fish, and if you squeeze it when thinking of the
one vou love, anything can happen. Set in the
Louisiana bavou, this film should be a finger
licking good cajun comedy a
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on the set

video calendar

A brief look at January/February releases

A Stranger Among Us, Hollywood, 1/13; Othelle, Academy, 1/13; Live Wire, New Line, 1/13; 3
Miajes, Disney, 1/20; Man Trouble, Fox Video, 1/20; Raising Caln, MCA, 1/20; Diggstown, MGM,
120, Storyville, Columbia, 1/20; JFK — Director’s Cut, Warner,
1/27; Lies Betors Kisses, Tumer; 1/27; Me' Money, Columbia, 2/3; Where Angels

120, Single Whits Female,
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