kinder,
entler break

Not all students play
the sun; some help others

By Robert Miller, /bis, U. of Miami

his spring break many students may be cleaning up

the beaches instead of throwing up on them. In these

soctally conscious umes, places like Homestead Fla

are becoming more attractive o sprng breakerns look
ing tor an alternauve to the usual week of debauchery

“Believe it or not, not every college student wants o go o
Davtona,” savs Michael Magevney

Magevney 1s the coordinator of Break Away, a natnonal net
work of more than 200 colleges and community organizatons
created to aid schools in developing alternative spring break
programs

“There are many different ways you can spend your spring
break,” says Glenn Dubin, junior at the U, of Miami. "You can
do it for yourselfl, or the alternative s you can do it for someone
else ™

Since Homestead nearly was leveled by Hurricane Andrew
last August, it is now in the process of rebuilding, and reliel
agencies are expecting thousands of students 1o travel 1o this
comer of southern Dade County 1o help duning spring break.

“If vou could give me a tent to house 3,000 people, | could
fill it,” says Jill Funk, Hurmcane Relief coordinator

So far, nearly 50 colleges nationwide have said they would
like to send students there
Magevney estimates at least
1000 students will work with
Habitat for Humanity and
other local agencies there

“It's stalled right now,”
Dubin savs. “You don't see as
many trucks going down
\round spring break ume
there will be a lot of building

it I be a really busy ume.”

Several colleges, including
L' of Notre Dame, West Virginia U. and Rollins College sent
groups 1o South Florida during their fall breaks

“You don't realize how much work needs to be done ull
vou're down there,” says Mike Arsenault, a Notre Dame sopho-
more from South Dade. *1 felt I had a responsibility 1o go It hat
my neighborhood, my home.”

Helping rebuild Homestead is just one of many alternatives
students have this year. As many as 10,000 college students may
participate in alternative break programs in sites across the
country. They include home construction and repair in
\ppalachia, work with migrant farm workers and their families
in Texas, reef cleanup in the Florida Keys, AIDS awareness
efforts in San Francisco, Hurricane Hugo cleanup in South
Carolina, and assistance for the homeless in Washington, D.C

“People are considering it an option,” says Donica Williams,
Volunteer Services coordinator at the U. of Miami. “A lot of
students don't have the time to volunteer during the year. This

“Believe it or not, not
every college student

wants to go to Daytona.”

While some students are basking in the sun...

gives them the opportunity to do that.”

Some students say spending spring break doing service work
is more fulfilling than sun worshiping or sking

“You can have a better ume doing something constructive,”
Magevney says. “Ttreally is alotof fun.”

Last year 50 students from the U of Miami traveled 1o fowr
different sites in Flonda. One group built homes for migrant
farm workers; another worked at a rural shelter for homeless
families. Eight students taught in a grade school on the
Miccosukee Indian Reservavon, and another group worked in
a homeless shelter in Pompano Beach

“It is an immersion experience where the college students
sleep, work and eat in the
community in which they vol-
unteer for the week,” says
Carnie Edmondson, director
of Volunteer Services at
Muam.

“In places like Daytona, you
go with real high expectations,
and they almost never live up
to  them,™ Dubin  says
*[Alternative break | was bet-
ter than | expecied. | felt hike |
had a chance o make a difference.”

And so did Laura Mann and Magevney, who, while seniors at
Vanderbilt U. in 1991, founded and institutonalized Break
Away. With the help of Vanderbilt UL and the Kellogg and Ford
foundations, Break Away began to fill the void for a natonal
office to coordinate the efforts of all the different programs

Its mussion 1s "o promote service which immense students
in often vastly different cultures, heighten social awareness and
advocate life-long social actuon.”

Ihe organization acts as a clearing house for service ideas

“All these schools were doing wonderful things, but they
weren 't talking to anvone else,” Magevney says. “We [ound that
our program could grow by learning what else was out there.”

Now, with the help of Break Away, those programs are start
ing to work with each other to offer students solid alternatves
1o the get-drunk-and-puke option many students sull prefer

“I think when students armive at college they believe they only

have three options for spring break: one, party your brains off;
two, go home; and three, get a job and work. Now they have the
opuon of domng commumty service,” Magevney siys u

U THE NATIONAL COLLEGE MAGAZINE JANUARY FEBRI ARY 1993

—

—




