THE LAST CIVIL RIGHTS FIGHT:
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Activism in the collegiate gay community reaches a new level
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Tres Fromme (left) and members of Queer Campus at U. of Delaware express gay pride.
By Michele Humphres, Fhe Daily Beacon, |

res Fromme, a gay student at the U. of
Delaware, first came face to face with hetero-
sexism when he was harassed for kissing his
boyfriend on campus. He wore a T-shirt with
the word “fag™ on it; his friend wore a shin
depicting two men kissing. Two passersby
began mocking them — harassing them in a stereotypical
affected gay male voice
When they called campus police, Fromme says the
responding officer’s attitude was anything but sympathet-
ic. With T-shirts like that — what did they expect? Fromme
savs he was angry
“1 mean what is the difference between that and the frat
boy who wears a T-shirt about why beer is better than
women:" he says
In an attempt to address perceived homophobic cli-
mates on campus, homosexual students like Fromme now
are taking bolder steps to heighten their visibility and
acceptance nationwide. They want to create an environ-
ment in which images like Harry and Sally are balanced
with equal representation from Harry and Bob. And to
achieve this parity, homosexuals are using shocking, near-
ly militant tactics and graphic imagery to attract attention.
Groups like Queer Campus, Students Honestly
Opening Up Together and Strong Queers United In
Stopping Heterosexism have surfaced on college campus-
es as a result of what some gay activists call “the last great
civil rights movement.”

Modeling their tactics
after radical organizations
like Queer Nanon, known
for s muhitant shock value
actions, these students have
adopted what they reter 1o
as an “in-vour-tace  att
tude

Fromme
organized 4 Queer Campus
chapter in (x tober 19491 at
the U of Delaware

“It was getuing to the
point where 1 was feeling
more radical measures were

A gay activist

necessary because the con
servalive route wasn't get
tng through,” he says

The idea behind Queer
Campus is to “support
lllll't‘i [lill]t- and enj WOy
selves while at the same
fme,
methods to heterosexuals
and homophobics,”
Fromme says

U of Delaware’s Queer
Campus organized a benefit
5K race for AIDS research,
where participants dressed

using ‘in-your-face’

i drag

They also post controver
sl thers carnmving messages
like "Suck dick, hick chit,
hnl!ll:phelhs.l'\ ROt 1o l[llll,-
and “Homosexuality, a truly
Greek tradition”™ with an
accompanying photo of two
naked men kissing, with the
words "My brother can lick
yvour brother.”

Efforts like these have
elicited vanied responses
from heterosexual students
Some claim the tactics are
just plain offensive rather

. of Tennessee

than persuasive
Joseph Dias, president of the Student Government

Association at Northeastern U, says he does not believe
these are effective methods for confronting the issue.

A scare tactic will make the homophobic not like the
organization even more. If anything, scare tactics will
make homophobics worse,” Dias says

But homosexuals do not necessarily perceive their
actions as scare tactics or even radical. Students at the U
of Nebraska, Lincoln, staged a kiss-in as an awareness activ-
ity but did not consider it to be a radical measure

*A kiss-in, | mean what are people doing — they are
doing something heterosexuals do everyday. It really
should not be that shocking,” says Vanessa Spencer, co-
director of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Student Association
there.

Militant tactics on college campuses also confront het-
erosexism and attempt to change attitudes about sexual
orientations, says Adriane Carrier, president of Gay,
Lesbian Bisexual Students United at California State U,
Long Beach

Queer Nation Long Beach, 95 percent of which is made
up of Cal State students, put up billboards depicting het-
erosexual couples in bed and the slogan: “We don’t care
what you do in your bedrooms” written undemeath

“Some students were pissed off but there were those
who said, ‘Oh, | never thought of it that way, ™ she says.

John Canalis, a student at Cal State, Long Beach, says he

“1 thank that then
tactics are good. | think people need 1w be shocked.”
‘\!wnu 1 savs homosexuals need w make a statement 1o

supports the use of radical measures

the heterosexual community
“We can do all the things vou do; we don’t care what you
think. You will oppress us anyway,”
Even though Queer Campus employs radical tactics,
Fromme savs he believes a conservative side of gay activism

she s

is needed on campus for balance

“Definttely both approaches are important. We can
move ahead and push things and they can smooth things
ot

One of the “theys” who might have to smooth things out
1s Walter Gadecki, vice president of the Northeastern 1
Bisexual, Lesbian and Gay Association

He says the political goals of groups like Queer Campus
differentiate them from campus organizations that exist
for support and awareness. But he supports the message
radical groups expound

“You know who they are A lot of people
think they go too far and offend. But others will say 1t's
time to be offended ™ a

don't you?

p> Affidavit fuels fires

The Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps has
stirred up more controversy with its decision to make
mldshipuwn repay scholarship money if they refuse
to sign an affidavit denouncing homosexual behavior
in the military.

In the wake of President Bill Clinton's plan (o lift
the Deparument of Defense policy prohibiting gays
from the armed services, some see this as a vindictive
measure gays and lesbians.

*Now the Navy is making gay people pay for the
Navy's discrimination,” says William Rubenstein,
director of the American Civil Liberties Union's
National Lesbian and Gay Rights Project. "It’s

But Lt. Bob Garcia, spokesman for the Office of
Navy Information-West, says the clause only was
in an effort to establish a method — sim-

ilar to0 ones already in use by the Army and Air Force
— 10 ensure that midshipmen understood policies

mhmm&y.

avy wanted to avoid using NROTC
10 train prmﬁomﬂmbemnmh
uniform,” he says.

The controversy bc'gn when midshipmen at
Comell U. objected of the statement
Mmﬂdummmwﬁuﬂ
davit to a lawyer, who contacted the ACLU.

Rubenstein says the potentially discriminatory
aspect of the policy has not been tested legally, but
the ACLU has ted several students in the

past and the has backed down in every case.

Ar-leTC James M. Holobaugh was dis-

his $25,000 schol-
he was homosex-

hlﬂlﬂlﬂn‘lbm
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hllllllemthtw
his term or refuse to

U. THE NATIONAL COLLEGE MAGAZINE JANUARY FEBRUARY 1993




