Practicing key for baton twirler

By Tammy Batey
Emerald Associate Editor 3 ‘When | have goals I'm trying |
TERA ; : ‘
When Jill Westover was four vears old, her old- to Fm not to let
or sister took a baton twirling class. Westover was WM ”' in my way of
a year too young to enter the class but she m it my best effort.’ X

watched and learned — imitating her sister and
creating her own moves Jill Westover
baton twirler

At five, Westover excitedly took her first baton
twirling class and practiced, practiced, practiced
Her hands grew calloused as she'd repeat a move  Juvenile Twirling Team award

| 100 times in her I.mrh;lrd until her mother would Al 12, Wostover beat the undefeated champion
urge her to come inside and rest in the two-baten at the U5 Open Baton Twirling
“I was o protty odd kid.” Westover said. "l was  ( hampionships -
pretty intense at what 1 did When Westover was 14, she pulled her left
Waestover is now a 22-year-old University se hamstring and changed all her routines so she
nior who twirls with the University Marching  could compete in the state competition

Band. She is a certified coach who teaches a ba

. I was injured, but | wanted to compete,” she
ton class at Ridgeview Elementary School in ! ¢

s [ wasn't about to not compete
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Springfield.
y At 16 and 19, Westover won the LLS. Ope
But in the 17 vears since Westover began twirl 2LhS sstover won thi ‘pen in
3 the three-baton. The second time she won the
mng. she continues to prad Hce o tice, practice . o
. award, she had 46 stitches in her right knee
She can now twirl four batons and is working on
five ' a stubbom prerrson she simd 3
“When | have goals I'm trying to reach, I'm not This past summer, Westover decided to com )
going to let anything get in my way of giving it pete for the last time in the ULS. Open. Washing .
my best effort.” she said ton twirling coach Kathy Forsvthe worked with
lestover onths chorvogri v her rou
Waestover grew up in California where baton :n“"[m't'l tor $ix "" ML reographing her rou
twirling was a more visible sport. Her family’s ine tor the competilion
move to Oregon when she was 12 was tough She had some miraculous ability to handle
. I sle batons <vthe cha's
“Here in Eugene, | was on my own,” she said 'l'm“” 1S ‘t aions }_"’ "”" satidl he's probably
“I would practice on tennis courts the best DRION LWAKIET 1B $he Counir at this time
Some kids will cop out and want to go lor the
Westover's mother, Jovee, said her daughter is casiost route. She alwavs wanted to challenge
self-motivated to try new things because she en- herselt
joys the challenge. Jill recently took up juggling 1
" § , Waestover pile Wl u nrizes m o the collop "
for the challenge. With all of her activities, Jhill iy pleked up prize he logiate !
yractices again Inul ain category for the two-baton and the three-baton !
! agnin and ag .
I K B Ironically, she almost didn't make it to her last
“She attacks everything full speed ahead.” competition
Joyee said, ““She was the opposite ol most kids We had to sell old costumes and old batons ]
' who you have to encourage to practice. With her, for monsy.” she said
we had to tell her to stop practicing
; Waestaver said she dreams ol Opening o haton i
Westover's years of practicing the baton am pwirling school and she will continue to pra ]
ey ey e not without their rewards or their injuries tice the sport she has mastered
Jill Westover, senior, practices twirling her baton. She performs with Westover began competing at age 10. A year Tl kewp doing it so | don't get rusty,” she
the University Marching Band and can twirl four batons at once. later, she and four other girls won the National said. “1 don't ever want to lose my abilities.” i‘
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HARASSMENT |
: A federal compliance auditor who recently complet-  comes of these processes.
Continued from Page 1 ed an on-site review of the University's affirmative ac- “I think there's a big problem with sexual harassment
records law, the victim is only allowed to know if the tion programs found. among other things, that the in- in most universities, and this university is no differ-
perpetrator was or wasn't disciplined, but the victim  vestigation process takes too long and that those direct-  ent,” Drescher said. “Other universities have found bet
cannot know the nature of the discipline. ly involved receive too little informationabout the out-  ter ways of dealing with the issue, and we have not.”
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N Celebrating The People In Our Lives- :

Immediate Family

Traveling soon?

e .
Need a ride?
Offering a ride? O C

Ride Share  brings
together people needing
and offering rides any-

where in Oregon or N l VT E

throughout the country.
For more information

At the February 26 performance of

"Personals"

IX Meet other singles, have a time, stay

call 345-7600.

UNIVERSITY
OF OREGON

Open 24 Hours
13th & Patterson = 342-1727 | | FHT
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