"EDITORIAL

; Legislature facing
| more than budget

Monday marked the opening of the 1993 Legisla-
tive Assembly, which promises to be one of the most
biting — and pivotal — sessions in memory.

It is no secret the Oregon Legislature will be faced
_ with filling the $1.3 billion hole in Oregon’s 1993-95
‘ general fund budget. In addition, the public has reacted
2 negatively to suggestions of a sales tax, leading many
Py lawmakers to emphasize budget cuts over tax in-
Creases.

Exactly how those budget problems will be solved
is up in the air. One thing. however, is certain: It will
require a strong leader and a great deal of compromise
on both sides.

Both the House and the Senate are facing interest-
ing circumstances. The Senate is controlled by Demo-
crats. Yet members have been unable to replace Senate
President John Kitzhaber — splitting their votes evenly
between Sen. Grattan Kerans of Eugene and Sen. Joyce
Cohen of Lake Oswego.

Taking the time to pick the right leader is a wise
idea. Given the problems before this Legislature, any-
body less than a workaholic will probably not be able
to get the job done. But
there is also something to

be said for firm and imme-  Jf the Senate
diate decision making. cannot agree on

Senate members need to

unite behind one person a leader, it will
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and follow that person’s
lead. If the Senate cannot
agree on a leader, it will
be nearly impossible to
agree on a budget.

The Legislature also
has a sizable freshman

class. Of its 90 members, 26 are new. Many lawmakers
will not know their way around the system, and some
may lack the perspective and experience 1o act strongly

in the state’s best interests.

On the positive side, however, this freshman class
wis not around for last year's pathetic backbiting epi-
sode, which ended up killing Barbara Roberts’ sales lax
proposal before it even got to the voters. New members

must learn from the old members' mistakes,

A third factor promising to shake up the session is
GOP control of the House. The GOP has shown a fond-
ness for budget cuts rather than tax increases, much to
liberal Democrats’ dismay. A split may be arising be-
tween the two bodies that could last through 1993. In
light of Roberts’ frustration with the Legislature, which
intensifies legislative chaos, the budget may never be

completed.

All factions will eventually need to sit down and
compromise. As in all politics, there will be extreme
positions on both sides. Some may want a sales tax,
others may not. Only one thing is  srtain: What people
want is no longer an issue. It is down to what people

h snow! That wonderful
white fluffy stufl, So fun
10 scoop up mold into a

giant ball and hurl into your

friend’s tace or any stranger
on o mountain bike for that
matter

Fridayv's snowfall seemed to
change just about eévery stu

dent’s plans for the might, as
mini-snowball riots erupted
block after block around cam
pus

Determined gangs of students
walked miles, trekking through
neighborhoods to find and join
in the packs of frenzied snow
ball throwers

Once established safely be
hind barricades of unlucky
cars, the heavy fire began, with
snow balls accompanied by
fierce battle cries filling the air

Anvone foolish enough to
venture out on a bike quickly
got caught in the cross fire from
both warring sides. Even inno
cent passershy became moving
targets, and only the ones vell
ing “alcohol-bearing” were let

l ly evervone is terrified, creep-

ing along at 5 mph. Granted, if
i's icy out, or if it's dumping
snow (as it did Friday night)
staving off the road is a good
1den

But if the snow is along the
side of the road. driving that
slow just isn'l necessary

Aong these same hines, it

seems the Opposite occurs

iround stop signs. Instead of
wipating the stop sign and

wing down, I've seen car al

ter car accelerate into the stap
sign and then at the last minute
slam on its brakes. These mo
torists wonder why they end up
in the middle of the interse
tion when they finally skid to a
\T!l'l

Damn those icv roads
hey'll get vou every time

And a note to in':il“\ll'lulll\ n
regard to cars. Be alert at all
times. Not even for a second
should vou let yvour guard
down while walking the haz-
ardous streets. You never know
when some idiot motorist will
slide into your path. When it

snows. the motorists have the

right ol way or vou get
mowed down

quickly and escape
just as fast, with
only your
companion to
notice and gloat.

catch himself? Usually the an
SWeT 1s no

Meanwhile, you've only pro
longed the agony and attracted
an .liillrw iative .I1uill']’|tt'. as
the laughter will indicate to
vou when vou sheepishly pick
vourself up

Solution: If vou bite it, don’t
fight it. Just go with the flow
Fall quickly and escape just as
fast, with only your companion
to notice and gloat

Which brings me to another
tip for companions of slippers
First, never try to catch vour
falling companion. You'll only
create an even hlg}{l'r scene lor
everyone to laugh at.

Secondly, never, ever, laugh
at your friend who falls. Be-
cause just guess who will be
next,

A general rule to follow
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