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University freshman Candace Landua pushes fellow freshmen Keirstin Beck (front) and Corf Driver down a hill below the tennis courts near the music building
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Professor draws criticism for economic assessment

JWhitelaw believes timber,
tourism and agriculture not
Oregon's largest employers

By Demian McLean

Emerald Reporter

To read The Register-Guard lately, it
seems that University sconomics profes-
sor Ed Whitelaw is making enemies.

The newspaper has run three editori-
als in the past two weeks charging

\WWEATHER

Whitelaw with short-sighted and mis
leading research

Among his detractors have been the
National Forest Products Association,
the Oregon Tourism Division and The
Register-Guard editorial writers

Nevertheless, Whitelaw today stands
firmly by the assertion he made in the
winter issue of the University's alumni
magazine, Old Oregon: Oregon’'s timber-
hased economy is a myth

Citing figures from a 1989 state em-
ployment report, he notes that timber

employs only 4 percent to 6 percent of
the state's total work force. Given that
statistic, timber doesn't even rank
among Oregon's top five employers.

As for job growth, timber also fares
poorly. Employment in lumber and
wood products declined almost 17 per-
cent between 1979 and 1989, Whitelaw
said

But during that same 10 years, the
state’s total employment grew 23 per-
cent

“If the

‘dominant’ industry is declin-
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Ing and the state's economy is
Whitelaw said, *
that something else is driving the econo
my."”

Con Schallau, chief economist for the
National Forest Products Association,
disagreed in a Dec. 24 editorial in The
Register Guard. While acknowledging
the low employment and growth figures,
Schallau stressed timber's importance in
rutal areas

yrowing

common sense tells us

Turn to WHITELAW, Page 3
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PHILADELPHIA (AP) - Teams that used to be pushaovers for
the Chicago Bulls are standing up 1o the NBA ch
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