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Oregon hoop teams open Pac-10 seasons

JaMen at 7-5, but team
Inconsistency worries
Oregon coach Green

By Dave Charbonneau

rald Sporte Editor

No one can argue that the men’s bas
ketball team hasnt improved from last sea
son under new head coad h Jerry Green

Orepon already has more wins this sea
;on than it had all of last season, and the
!’..l\"."\ ari \".I:\\I:II.'.Z lill]!lllt".lii' and
enthustasm that was lad x|||§,"|1;::!::;'_ the
Ducks” 1991-92 campaign

An argument can be made, however, as

v whether the Ducks will be able to
Improve on | 15t season's 2-16 Pacihe-10
Conleronce record

Even Green isn’t sure what 1o exped

from his team when it opens the Pac-10
stason toni ht atr vhilorna
We've won only one Pac-10 road
1 the past live years,” Groen sald
I i know if we're read Al T know
i 1 |‘|'> (LR Wiy i
| k habut 0. Wi !
(RN LY il {
| [ ks ha \ It
] A ! i
f 1 L I
' i [ vrios
| } HA t v Haks b

ird | unbelievably unselfish
We get leads in games,” Green said,
and then we have a game slippage. We
start plaving what 1 like to « all, "Cadillac
country club basketball,” where our play
ers start to try and do too much by going

One-On-one mnste wad of P !.I\JI]\K team bas-
kethall. This team has game slippages
more than any team 've ever been asso
ciated with

Welcome to Oregon, coach

Turn to WINS, Page 8

Oregon guard Antoine Stoudamire has helped the Ducks win more games so far this

season they did than all of last year.

Big shocker; Bruins, 'Cats
teams to beat in Pac-10

By Dave Charbonneau

Emarald Sports Editor

Last season, LISC was the
team that was able to nudge
its way into the Pacific-10

' Conference elite

I'his season, Oregon State,
California and Arizona State
all have the possibility of making some
noise in the conference

But the one thing that is a given coming
into the Pac-10 season is the fact Arizona
and UCLA are, as always, the teams to beat

Whether the Pac-10 will be able to dump
its traditional crummy showing in the
NCAA tournament remains to be seen
I'here could be as many as six teams to
make the tournament this season, but it
looks as if no team from the Pac-10 real
lv deserves to be mentioned in the same
breath as Duke, Kentucky and Indiana

Here is a team-by-team analysis, in pre-
dicted order of finish, of the Pac-10 sea-
son, which begins tonight.
1. UCLA — Some may feel
the losses of Don MacLean
) and Tracy Murray may be too
much for the Bruins to over-
come, as the two accounted

for nearly a third of UCLA's offense last
season. But the Bruins remain rich with
young talent, including junior guard Shon
Tarver, who is just waiting to blossom
Tarver will be joined by returning
starters Mitchell Butler and Tyus Edney
UCLA could also have a formidable cen
ter in Czechoslovakian Richard Petruska
who sat out last year after transferning from
Loyola-Marymount, where he averaged 16
points and seven re shounds a game
Joining him in the front court will be
seven-footer Ed O'Bannon. With the weak
crop of centers in the Pac-10 this season,
the sophomore could have a great year
The only problem with the Bruins is a
lack of depth. They have four freshmen
and three sophomores on their roster
Pac-10 Prediction: 16-2

2. Arizona I'he

Wildcats had their

share of losses to grad

uation as well. Sean

Rooks and Matt Othick
are both gone, but returning is senior for-
ward Chris Mills. Mills averaged 16 points
and seven rebounds last year

JWomen open Pac-10
play with star Sporcich on
the bench

By Steve Mims
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has put added pressure on the Ducks
preriieler gann bt the guards have
responded nicely Point ward Missy
towell has led Clregon an scoring
theee of the last Tour gamuos, boosting hie
coring average 1o 15 6 pounds per game
A !l.l r'li' Il'lll'
Missy has played very waell Heny

1L She hos really .1l'||]||'rl L her
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Stanford favored to top
women’s basketball again

By Steve Mnn%

ald [

]iu Pad |!|r 10 Conler
ence, which sent six teams
to the NCAA tournament
last season should be
among the nation’s elite
conferences agam an 1992

Stanford, the defending NCAA cham
pion, returns all five starters from last

spason and is a heavy favorite to win the

title again, but the race for positioning

within the conference should be tight
between the other nine schools

A lot of individual talent is being
showcased as six of the 10 players from
last vear's all-conference team return,
including Stanford’s Val Whiting, the
1991-92 Conference Playver of the Year

Here is a team-by-team analysis of the
conference in predicted order of finish

“mmol. Stanford — Stanford s

the overwhelming favorite
to capture its fifth conse

utive conference title, and
there is good reason why

Whiting 1s oll 1o a strong start, averog
ing 16,7 points and 8.9 rebounds per

M and has a sohd ‘-llili:lllllrlr'_l ast

Senior Molly Goodenbour, last year's
Final Four MVE. has hoosted her scor
INE average to 142 poinlts an the pre
season and will team with Christy
Hedgpeth in the hackcourt

19491-92 Pac-10 Freshman of the Year
Rachel Hammer, who averaged 11
[u:lnl'. and almost seven rebounds peer
game a year ago, and Chris MacMurdo
will line up with Whiting on the front
line. Six-foot-5 center Anita Kaplan, a
member of last year's all-freshman team,
will provide depth up front

Pac-10 Prediction: 17-1

2. California I'he Gold
en Bears have gotten off to
a terrific start in what was
supposed to be a rebuilding
yvear under head coach
Gooch Foster. California lost three
starters from last yvear's NCAA tourna-
ment team, but have a cornerstone to

D)
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