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Media, victim’s parents watch Dodd hang

WALLA WALLA, Wash. (AP) We ex
pected it to be gruesome. Death penalty op
ponents had gone to court Monday 1o argue
that hanging, one of Washington state's
methods of capital punishment, was barba
rous, cruel and unusual punishment

But the quick and ¢ linical way the state
put to death convicted child killer Westley
Allan Dodd surprised the dozen media rep
resentatives chosen as official witnesses

At 1202 am
ond floor window in the death chamber was
ralsed and the 31-vear-old Dodd spoke his

a screen in front of o sed

final words, a hard-to-hear message of a
last-minute FI'I.u_."nrn& CONnversion

When Daodd finished, at 12:04 a.m., the
SCTYHATT Was iffl:iri-t-ii and the silhouettes of
two hangmen could be seen. One plac ed the
The aoth

|>|.:| e¢d the noose

black hood over Dodd’s shoulders
er chewed gum as he
around Dodd's neck and snugged it up be

hind his left ear

Al 120585 o.m.. the chamber's stiliness was
broken by the crack ol the trag i Spr
ing open Dadd’s bound body dr pped it
sight 1o o lower window

There was nd oticeable violent mow
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‘] tried to cover the
hanging with a reporter’s
detachment ... But when |
got back to my motel room
from the prison, | threw
up.’

John Wiley

espongent

. £
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| watched Dodd’s hands, which were
slightly crossed in front of his groin, and
could see no movement

Corrections Department officials had said
earlier that if they prepar d correctly for the
1965, there

foot

nation's first hanging since
woulld be very little suffering as
1-inch drop would snap Dodd’s

A minute later, at 12:06 am., Prison Su

Frl-[.1gh-|;1!|-l,T Tana Wood drew the blinds

on the lower chamber. Department of Cor
recltions \}IH*I“\!!I.I]: Veltry Johnson picked
up a white tele phone and announced that a
physician had set the time of death at 12:09

a.m

Tears welled up in the eyes of Darrell
Lee, the Vancouver attorney who had assist
ed Dodd in cutting through appeals so the
execution tlllili RO Iilll' H\

Jewell ‘Cornell, the mother of one of the
boys Dodd killed, patted Lee on the back
Clair Neer, father of Dodd’s two other vic-
tims, shook Lee’s hand. Both parents then
quickly left the chamber

Some of the media witnesses had been
chosen in advance, but eight were selected
by a lottery based on the size of their news-
paper or station

We were taken to a room behind the me
dia center, pat searched and made to put all
of our valuables in brown envelopes that
were then sealed

We walked !}ll’hll:."h the bitter cold to an
adjacent brown brick building, the
death chamber

stati's

I tried to cover the hanging with a report

er's detachment and wasn’t sure how 1

Hut when 1 got back to my motel roon
from the prison. | threw up
John Wilev is the AP's corr

Spokane, Wash
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DRAWING BOARDS

PARALLEL RULE BOARDS

%_.VINYLBOARD
OFFCOVER SHEETS

‘BLANK BOOK SALE
$7.99 $8.65

%_.XACTO

#1 KNIVES &

%

ART BIN

#11 BLADES (5/pk)

5%-50% OFF TECHNICAL PEN SETS

ROTRING, KOH-I-NOOR, STAEDTLER, REFORM

OFF BoxES AND TUBES |

5

PEECHEES

ALL BRUSHES

Winsor & Newton, Grumbacher, Liquitex,

DRAWING PAD

Winsor & Newton, Grumbacher,
Liquitex, Golden, Talens

Cosmos, Morilla, Yasutomo

Strathmore, Canson
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& FOLDERS

Trapper, Duo-Tang, Duo-Tex, Dennison

ALL BINDERS

Dennison, National, Itoya

ALLFILLER PAPER

Mead, National, Dennison
SALE ENDS 1-14-93. LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND.
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