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State Senate may fight over residency

the scene of nasty fights over
whether to seat a Democratic
senator convicted of theft and a
Republican senator whose res
idency has been questioned

Peg Jolin, a Cottage Grove
Democrat, recently was put on
probation for felony convi
tions stemming from a fraudu
lent fund-raising letter. Repub-
lican Wes Cooley of Powell
Butte has faced questions about
whether he actually lived in his
Eastern Oregon district while
he was running his campaign
for the Senate

Any seating challenges
would create a rocky start for
what is expected to be a difh
cult session as lawmakers deal
with budget cuts and other
thorny issues

Some of the toughest talk
about challenges came from
Democratic Sen. Dick apringer
of Portland, who said the res
idency 1ssue raises serious
questions about whether Lo
lery should be installed as a sen
ator

It’s a legitimate

quiry Spring
caucus needs a chance 1o «
cuss it specifically

F'he Portland lawmaker de
nied that he's raising the res
idency issue against ( ooley o
dissuade the Senate Republi
cans from going alter Jolin
when the session convenes

| don't see this as a bargai
Ing r]qi in a face-ofl over Ilt':,'
Jolin," he said

Even though Jolin now is a
convicted felon, Republicans
wtually have some good rea
sons to want to keep her in the
Sendate

Chief among them is the fact
that the judge in Jolin's trial
specifically prohibited her from
raising any more campaign
money. That would cripple her
ability to run for re-election in
1994 and give the Republicans
a shot at winning her seat two
vears from now

But Sen. Lenn Hannon, the
assistant minority leader and
senior Republican in the Sen-
ate, said the GOP caucus likely
would challenge Jolin's seating
if Springer and other Democrats
try the same thing against Coo-
ley

That is certainly possible,”

the Ashland lawmaker said
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real battle roval, If we start oul
with that kind of attitude, then
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Some Democrats in the Sen
ile also worry that
ursull ol the Cooley residency

issue could set in motion an

acrimonious debate that would
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