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or dismiss them

Among those who spoke Thursday was Bill
Rice, president of Lane County’s Mothers Against
Drunk Driving

Rice told the crowd the story of his 26-yoar-old
son, Michae!, who was killed by a 16-year-old
high school student in December 1986. The boy
was racing from one party to another, Rice said,
and was drunk when he smashed into Michael’s
car.

Michael had started a business, The Pizza An-
swer, in 1985 with his identical twin brother,
Mark. Michael was out on a delivery near Agate
Street when he was hit.

Rice, who was living in Tacoma at the time,
tells the crowd about the call he got from Mark,
the drive to Eugene with his wife, and the first
time he set foot in Sacred Heart Hospital.

“The nurse talked to us for a few minutes about
what to expect when we went in there,” Rice
said, “"but she could have talked for three or four
days and it wouldn't have prepared us for what
we saw.'’

Michael was hooked up to “every machine you
could think of.”” He had been thrown from the car
and suffered severe brain damage.

His mother, Carol, held his hand that day and
thought she felt Michael squeeze it, Rice said
They hoped for the best, but it was not to be

Rice spent the next several days. including
Christmas, in the hospital with Michael.

I had more conversations with Michael during
those 10 days than | had ever had with him be-
fore,” Rice uaid‘ as some audience members be-
gan to cry. 'l remember Michael every day. and
now th.ll it's getting close to Christmas, it's hard
again.*’

Michael remained in a coma for 11 days and
died Dec. 30.

Rice now co-owns The Pizza Answer with
Mark, who recorded an award-winning Public
Service Announcement about the accident and
the phone call he made to his parents telling
them what had happened

Above the office door is a picture of Mic hael
and his yellowing obituary

Rice looks at the photo and talks about what it
is that compels him to speak at high schools, at
the University, at the panels and to so many other
audiences

“It is hard,” he said. " A lot of us get burned out
and have to stop speaking for awhile

‘My motives, | feel, are worthy,” Rice
“Every once in 4 while | wonder if 1 try to keep
Michael alive through this [ really don't want to
forget [ don’t think of
hin

['-u' the pain's not there like it was that first
vear. The first year was like someone tearing the
inside of my stomach out every time | th ought of

n-lll'

him. Not a day goes by that

‘Every once in a while |
wonder if | try to keep Michael
alive through this. | really
don’t want to forget him. Not a
day goes by that | don’t think
of him.’

Bill Rice,
Lane County MADD president

him.”

And Rice knows he's making a difference. Kids
often thank him after a presentation and even
Thursday’'s crowd told him how much they ap-
preciated the efforts. The audience fills out com-
ment cards after each panel and, with only two or
three exceptions, the comments are overwhelm.
ingly positive.

“I've opened my eyes to things that didn’t seem
important before,” one person wrote. “Victims
are real, not news stories, and | know now | could
be a victim or a killer.”

“I feel lucky that | was the only one who will
regret what 1 did,”" one wrote.

“1 understand that | was wrong, and I, too, have
lost a loved one to a drunk driver,” another
wrote. “That is why | feel so low for what 've
done. | don't think people realize the pain they
can cause until they are in a program like this. |
hope it affocts others like it did me.”

Several of the comments are directed specifical-
ly at thanking Donny Durrant, a speaker who be-
gan by telling the crowd, “When I look at you all.
I'm looking at a reflection in a mirror. | was just
like you."

Durrant, who broke his neck when he crashed
his car in 1976 when he was 22, has no feeling
below his chest, cannot walk and has very limited
use of his hands and arms

Durrant started drinking at 15, dropped out of
school, and soon became an alcoholic, he said. At
that time, drinking and driving laws wuore not
what they arm now. He was often stoppoed and just
told by police officers to pour out his beer and go
home, Durrant said

One Saturday night, after a lot of beer and
whiskey at u party, Durrant headed home with a
young passenger. His last memory of the night is
leaving her house after dropping her oll

His crash left him with a broken neck and In
the hospital for four and a half months. But the
crash came after he had been stopped three imes
that night by officers, all of whom let him go with
only minor citations

“All those times the policemen made me pour
my beer out, they didn’t do my any favors,” Dur-
rant sald. “The three times | was let go the night
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COSTS ARE UP!

Let J-Mar Biological Plasia Donor Center help with
your tuition. By donating plasma, you carn $20* tor your
first donation, over $120 per month, and help save a hite at
the same time. Open Monday -Saturday E

Call 683-9430 1or more information.

1901 W Rth Ave, Bugene

All Kinds of Hot Dogs
+100% BEEF  +NITRITE FREE +TOFU

* CHICKEN * FOOTLONGS

plus
Home-Baked
Roast Beef Sandwiches
and ... the Best (really!) ...
Potato Salad & Coleslaw

SWANKY FRANK@

| l*ull L uluh BufTet
MIDB-FL .cocicisisvmemassnispmssantss:
’ Vepetarian Lunch Buffer..... $4.2f
Full Dinner BufTet
Fri & Sat.. .
Vegetarian lllnm:r Buffet..... $6.9
Live Classical Indian
music weekends
*Offer explres January 3, 1993
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Moyer & Act lll Tickets &

$3.00

Final Week Special
Coffee & Fountain Dﬂnks
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YOUR PnYRONAGE SUSTAINS US. USE OUR SERVICES.
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OF F x (g:.yn hound tickets

wm e e

¢ S SRRl NS Bl W T LA WAL

DEC. 14-20

Fave a Safe and Doyous Holiday Creak |
EMU will officially close at 5 p.m. &
on Dec. 24 and reopen on January 3
al noon.
Selected services will be
on the following schedule:

available

Date
12/28-31
12/28-31
12/28-2
12/28:%
12/28-:

Service
Post Ofllce
Copy Cenlter
Ree Center
Breczeway Cale
Atrium Cafe

Hours of Operation
H30 aam. - 500 pan
HO00 am. - 530 p.m

Noon - | 10O pan
900 am. - 300 p-m
9O aam, - 300 pom

All services will be closed Dec. 25,
26, 27 and Jan. 1, 2.

TEL L US HOW TO PROVIDE SERVICES THAT MEET YOUR NEEDS. YOUFI FEEDBACK IS VALUABLE.
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